OLYROOS 


ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL RESULTS 


2000 - 2009 


Compiled by Doug.Butcher 


This is an interim issue due to the restrictions caused by 


the Covid-19 virus that closed most avenues of research. 


Tournament 

Adelaide i Nigeria U-23 Four Nations Tournament 

Adelaide i Egypt U-23 Four Nations Tournament 

Adelaide i Korea Republic U-23 Four Nations Tournament 

Nitra, Slovakia Slovakia U-21 

Sittard, Netherlands |Netherlands Olympic XI 

Palm Beach Gold Coast City 

Brisbane Brisbane Lions 

Priestdale Rochedale Rovers 

Gold Coast Gold Coast City 

Melbourne i Kuwait U-23 

Melbourne i Republic of South Africa 

Melbourne i Italy U-23 Olympic Games Finals - 1st. Round, Group A 
Nigeria U-23 Olympic Games Finals - 1st. Round, Group A 


Honduras U-23 Olympic Games Finals - 1st. Round, Group A 


Club Social Y Deportivo Colo-Colo 
Club Social Y Deportivo Colo-Colo 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 


Lorca, Spain Spain U-21 
Istanbul, Turkey Turkey U-21 


New Zealand U-23 
Greece U-23 


Korea Republic U-23 
Australia U-23 

Samoa U-23 

Papua New Guinea U-23 
Solomon Islands U-23 
Fiji U-23 


New Zealand U-23 


Tournament 


O.F.C. Olympic Qualifying Tournament, Group 1 
O.F.C. Olympic Qualifying Tournament, Group 1 
O.F.C. Olympic Qualifying Tournament, Group 1 
O.F.C. Olympic Qualifying Tournament, Group 1 
O.F.C. Olympic Qualifying Tournament, 
Play-off, 1st.Leg 

O.F.C. Olympic Qualifying Tournament, 
Play-off, 2nd.Leg 


Monastir, Tunisia 


Switzerland 
Fribourg, Switzerland 


Tunisia U-23 


Yverdon-Sports 
Neuchatel Xamax 


Loughborough, 
England 


Northampton Town 


Leicester, England 
Osaka, Japan 


Leicester City Youth 
Japan U-23 


Seogwipo, Korea 
Republic 


Korea Republic U-23 


Heraklion, Greece 
Heraklion, Greece 


Costa Rica U-23 
Tunisia U-23 


Olympic Games Finals, 1st.Round, Group C 


Heraklion, Greece 
Piraeus, Greece 


Serbia and Montenegro U-23 
Argentina U-23 


Olympic Games Finals, 1st.Round, Group C 
Olympic Games Finals, 1st.Round, Group C 


Heraklion, Greece 


Iraq U-23 


Olympic Games Finals, Quarter-final 


Tournament 


Canberra Capital Football All Stars 
Canberra Australian Institute of Sport 
Hanoi, Vietnam Iran U-23 

Hanoi, Vietnam Vietnam 

Hanoi, Vietnam Uzbekistan U-23 


Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 


VTV -T &T Cup 
VTV -T &T Cup 
VTV -T &T Cup 


2007 
Adelaide Australia U-23 Chinese Taipei U-23 Olympic Games, Preliminary Round, ist.Leg 
Zhongshan, Taipei Chinese Taipei U-23 Olympic Games, Preliminary Round, 2nd.Leg 


Hong Kong 


People's Republic of China U-23 


Lunar New Year Cup 


Hong Kong 


Hong Kong League XI 


Australia U-23 
won 5-3 on 
penalty shoot-out 


Lunar New Year Cup, 3rd-4th place play-off 


Iran U-23 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 


Olympic Games, 1st.Qualifying Round 


Australia U-23 


Olympic Games, 1st.Qualifying Round 
Olympic Games, 1st.Qualifying Round 


Saudi Arabia U-23 


Olympic Games, 1st.Qualifying Round 


Olympic Games, 1st.Qualifying Round 
Olympic Games, 1st.Qualifying Round 


Doha, Qatar 
Newcastle 


Gosford 


Olympic Games, 2nd.Qualifying Round 
Olympic Games, 2nd.Qualifying Round 
Olympic Games, 2nd.Qualifying Round 


Beirut, Lebanon 
Gosford 


Olympic Games, 2nd.Qualifying Round 
Olympic Games, 2nd.Qualifying Round 


Pyongyang, 
North Korea 


Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea U-23 


Olympic Games, 2nd.Qualifying Round 


San Francisco, U.S.A. 
Sydney 

Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia 

Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia 

Selangor, Malaysia 
Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia 

Kuala Lumpur, 


Mexico U-23 
Adelaide United 


Croatia U-21 

Chile U-23 

Togo U-23 

Republic of Ireland U-21 


Nigeria U-23 


Chile U-23 


Inter Continental Cup, 1st.Round 


Inter Continental Cup, ist.Round 
Inter Continental Cup, 1st.Round 


Inter Continental Cup, Semi-final 


Inter Continental Cup, Final 


Chile U-23 
New Zealand U-23 


Changchun, China 
Kobe, Japan 


People's Republic of China 
Japan U-23 


Seoul, Korea Republic 
Shanghai, China 


Korea Republic U-23 
Serbia U-23 


Olympic Games Finals, Group A 


Shanghai, China 
Tianjin, China 


Argentina U-23 
Céte d'Ivorie U-23 


Olympic Games Finals, Group A 
Olympic Games Finals, Group A 


2000 


Four Nations Tournament 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
9th. January 2000, Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 5807 


Australia U-23..1 v. Nigeria U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..1 v. Nigeria U-23..0 

Goal Time of Time of 
(minute) substitution : i substitution 


Position 


GK Joseph "Joey" Didulica Bamidele "Dele" Aiyenugba 
DF Christopher "Chris" Coyne Anayele Okechukwu 

DF Stephen "Steve" Laybutt DF ___|Harrison "Harry" Omokoh 
Mark "Marco" Bresciano 29 ME Japhet Dooyum Imadu 


Mi 


IF 
MF Tansel Baser 
IF 


Mi Brett Emerton (c ) Sunday Chibuike Ibeji 
Kasey Wehrman Rafiu Salahudeen 
Jason Culina Philip Obhafuoso 
Daniel "Danny" Allsopp Dandy Uchenna Okongo 


Nicholas "Nick" Rizzo Robert Akaruye 


Mile Sterjovski Ugochukwu "Ugo" Okoye 
Vincenzo "Vince" Grella Emmanuel Issah 

Jacob Burns Chukwudi "Chidi" Odiah 
Team Coach Raul Blanco Team Coach Moussa Abdullthai 

Team Manager [Team Manager 
Referee Gerry Connolly | 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


Johnson Sunday is also shown as Sunday Johnson. Japhet Dooyum Imadu is also shown as Imadu Dooyum and Imadu Dooyin. Rafiu Salahudeen is also shown as Rafiu Salawubeen and Rafiu Salaudeen. 
Dandy Okongo ia also shown as Dandy Okuogo and Dandy Okougo. Philip Obhafuoso is also shown as Philip Obafuoso. 


match report from The Advertiser, 10/1/2000, page 40 

The composed and classy Olyroos kicked off the Four-Nation tournament last night with measured dominance by downing Olympic champion Nigeria 1-0 at Hindmarsh Stadium. 

The Australians smashed through a resilient Nigerian defence in the 42nd minute when outstanding Kasey Wehrman, pouncing on a sloppy clearance, set up ice-cool Hayden Foxe. 

Foxe, with keeper Dele Aiyenugba closing in, deftly headed the ball into Daniel Allsopp's path for the easiest of tap-ins. 

The Olyroos nearly struck again in the next minute when Stephen Laybutt, swooping on a fumble from Aiyenugba, was penalised for handling the ball before netting. 

Nigeria, with pride on the line as it prepares to try to defend its Olympic gold medal in Sydney, looked settled and strong early but the Olyroos had the edge in intensity, with attacking midfielder Nick Rozzo a 
tireless contributor and Jason Culina also threatening. 

Captain Brett Emerton was industrious without being dominant in midfield. But the strength of the Olyroos was forged on a rock-solid defence, with Foxe, Chris Coyne, Tansel Baser and Laybutt resolute. 

Towering Foxe, with commanding runs through the middle, provided some crucial links in a match that pleased coach Raul Blanco. "| was very happy but we can, and should, improve," said Blanco, indicating there 
were players waiting in the wings for a chance to prove themselves. "We had a very good team out there but there are very talented players waiting for an opportunity on Wednesday." 

Nigerian coach Bitrus Bewarang also was upbeat about his young team which he claimed mainly had been drawn from local African clubs. "I'm happy with my players. All but three of them were playing their first 
international match. They learnt a lot and we will do better in the next match," he said. 

With each side pressing cautiously for the early break in front of 5800 people, the Olyroos nearly shocked the Nigerians in the second minute when Wehrman fired a pass down the middle to Rizzo, whose shot was 
desperately saved by a diving Aiyenugba. 

The Olyroos were on the attack again in the 12th minute through Cullina. His short, sharp shot was batted away. 

A through-ball from Laybutt was a touch too deep for Allsopp to control in the 32nd minute. The Nigerians nearly claimed the opener in the 38th minute when Sunday Ibeji chipped inside for Toafeek Oyashipe to 
deliver a withering piledriver that flew just over the crossbar. 

While the athletic Nigerians looked smooth and poised, they lacked menacing intent up front and could not crack Australia's back-four, even in the desperate final 10 minutes when the visitors, served best by speedy 
Philip Abafuoso, threw caution to the wind. 

Too often, the Nigerians were reduced to long-range efforts to snatch the equaliser. Only upstaged by a fire alarm (false alarm) which blared for nearly 10 minutes in the second half, the Australians now move 
confidently into Wednesday night's game against Egypt from 8.15pm. 
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match report from Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 21, Number 965, 11/1/2000, page 6 

Raul Blanco has the player power and the method to win an Olympic football medal when the games of the 27th Olympiad swing into action in September. 

That may loom as a rash assessment after the Olyroos 1-0 win over reigning Olympic champion Nigeria, but many encouraging signs emerged from the opening hit-out on Sunday night. 

There was skill, pace and purpose aplenty as Australia's Under 23 contingent triumphed over the slick Nigerians, labelled by Blanco as the Brazilians of Africa. 

Not even an attempt by Nigerian coach Bitrus Bewarang to devalue the win by declaring that his squad contained only three players with previous international experience should tarnish Australia's first round success. 
The facts are that, despite the narrow winning margin, Australia created more genuine scoring chances than the visitors, housed the best two players on the pitch - Hayden Foxe and Nick Rizzo - and can boast a 
vigilant, iron-clad defence which deservedly ended the contest with a clean sheet. 

Rizzo's mazy midfield runs and his energetic work rate meant that the former Liverpool player was unlikely to see out the full quota of action, but the tiny ball of fire maintained the rage until he was replaced by Jacob 
Burns in the 66th minute. 
Flame-haired Foxe was superb in the key sweeper role, gliding effortlessly into attack with the guile and style of the great Milan Ivanovic. 

While there were periods of uncertainty facing the pace and skill of the renowned Africans, there were no real weaknesses evident in Blanco's run-on team. 

Goalkeeper Joe Didulica was clean and precise in his handling, was accurate in his distribution, but had no fierce hot shots to save. 

Chris Coyne, Steve Laybutt and Tansel Baser teamed effectively in front of Foxe, while Marco Bresciano, Wehrman and Jason Culina struck up a ready understanding with captain courageous Brett Emerton, Allsopp 
and Rizzo. 
Vince Grella had a mere 10 minutes on the park after replacing Culina, but is obviously a strong candidate for the hotly contested midfield positions. 

"We can improve and we should improve," Blanco said. "We gave the ball away in the wrong places, but it's always difficult wnen you have only five days to get them together." 

Australia's goal was all class as Kasey Wehrman picked out Foxe, who had ghosted onto the left flank where the Sanfreece Hiroshima defender despatched a square pass across the goalmouth for Danny Allsop to 
net his second career goal for the Olyroos. 

"I'd like to be able to say that the goal was the result of a rehearsed move, but | won't lie, it wasn't, but it was a very good goal," Blanco said. 

Australia signalled their intentions from the kick-off with Crystal Palace youngster Rizzo having his third minute shot blocked. 

Speedy Nigerian trickster Philip Obafuoso proved an early handful for Bresciano, but the Empoli midfielder met the challenge manfully before proving his fitness by finishing as strongly as he began the game. 
Culina was denied a second half penalty claim after being ridden into the ground in the box. That action spurred the Olyroos into forcing two quick corner kicks, the second of which saw Emerton power a header 
goalwards. 

Laybutt presented his skipper with the scoring chance but Emerton's attempt was cleared off the goalline by Nigerian defender Dandy Okougou. 

Blanco was impressed by Nigeria and the display in the early game of both Korea and Egypt. 

"It will be harder for Nigeria and Egypt to acclimatise, but easier for Korea to adjust because they are in the same time frame as us," he said. 

"There are some tough games ahead for us, but that's just what we need as this stage of our preparation." 

Emerton, meanwhile, can't wait for September. "It will be great to run out in front of a packed MCG and be cheered on by our home crowd." 

AUSTRALIA 1 (Allsopp 42) NIGERIA 0 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Crowd: 5807 

Referee: Gerry Connolly 

Cautions: Bresciano (Aust) 29, Rizzo (Aust) 51 

Olyroos: Didulica, Bresciano, Baser, Coyne, Foxe, Laybutt, Emerton, Wehrman (Sterjovski 90), Allsopp, Culina (Grella 80), Rizzo (Burns 66). 

Nigeria: Aiyenugba, Okougou, Ikasipe, Johnson, Ibeji, Salawubeen (Isah 60), Akaruye (Obiah 88), Obafuoso, Okouwgo, Omokoh, Dooyum. 
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Four Nations Tournament 
Date & Time Venue 
12th. January 2000, 20.15 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia ES eee a ae 
Australia U-23..1 v. Egypt U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..0 v. Egypt U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 


Reser (minute) substitution Z pOSiuon, (minute) Card substitution 


a ee 
16 DF Lucas Neill 46 DF Ramy Mohamed Adel 18 
| 4 | DF |Christopher"Chris"Coyne | | 
DF Stephen "Steve" Laybutt 7 DF Abdelaziz Said (c 
Sayed Moawad Mohamed 
3 Tansel Baser DF Abdelwahed 
2 
14 
9 
11 
17 
a7 


Mark "Marco" Bresciano Abdallah Ragab 

Vincenzo "Vince" Grella Goma El Khatub 

MF Brett Emerton (c ) Ramy Said 

FW Daniel "Danny" Allsopp 17 Mohamed Zaki 

FW Nicholas "Nick" Rizzo Ahmed Farag Mohamed Belal 


DF Eddie Bosnar 28 3 Abdel Zaher El-Saqga 

Mohamed Aboutrika 

arek Mahmoud El Sayed 
Team Coach Raul Blanco Team Coach Sigfried "Siggi" Hield 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Simon Micallef 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


There is some confusion with the names of the Egyptian players. The Advertiser (12/1/2000) shows the squad as 1) Abdel Monsef, 2) Adel, 3) Abdel Zaher, 4) Sedik, 6) Hatuy Said, 7) Abdelaziz, 8) Homms, 
9) Belal, 10) Tereka, 11) Moawad, 12) Ragab, 13) Elsayd, 14) Hamdi, 15) Goma, 17) Saleh, 21) Ramy Said - with Aymin Ramadan suspended from this game. 
Shirt number 8 could be Mohamed Homos Soliman. 


Sedek Abdel Mohamed is also shown as Sedek Al Mohamed. Mohamed Aboutrika is also shown as Mohamed Abo Treka and Mohamed Abo Trika. 


match report from Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 21, Number 966, 18/1/2000, page 8 

Kasey Wehrman and the "Strawberry Blonde," Hayden Foxe waltzed the Olyroos to their second successive 1-0 Four Nations Series win at Hindmarsh Stadium, this time over a vastly improved Egypt. 

Second half substitute, Wehrman revitalised Australia with his vigorous play and supplied the 78th minute cross for the flying Foxe to power home the winning header. 

With the temperature hovering in the 30's for most of the energy-sapping clash, it was remarkable that both sets of players were able to maintain such highly intensive concentration for the full 90 minutes. 

Egyptian coach Ziggy Hield made five changes to the team, flattened 2-0 by Korea in their opening game and the transformation was amazing. 

Hield, the former German international striker of World Cup fame (in 1966 and 1970) worked wonders in between Egypt's first game and this match in introducing flare, composure and cohesion. 

Australian boss Raul Blanco was more conservative, resting goalkeeper Joe Didulica in favour of Peter Zios and introducing Vince Grella and Lucas Neill to replace Wehrman and Jason Culina, who started in the 1-0 
win over Nigeria. 
Perth Glory ironman Wehrman entered the arena for diminutive Nick Rizzo and made an immediate impact, operating from the middle of the midfield. 

Foxe provided a fitting climax to the hotly contested affair by netting the drought-breaker in front of his Sanfrecce Hiroshima coach Eddie Thomson, who was an admiring spectator. 

Tempers matched the temperature in the closing stages as a push and shove melee erupted. Egyptian officials defied convention by racing onto the pitch to drag their players out of the cauldron. 
Egypt's disciplinary record took a battering when, for the second time in as many matches, it had its captain of the night, Abdelaziz Said, sent off after a second booking. 

The big man's first indiscretion occurred in the 21st minute and he was shown the red card by referee Simon Micalef in the 77th minute for a two-footed tackle, just a minute before Australia scored. 
The Olyroos flew out of the blocks in sensational fashion with Rizzo earning a free kick after a mere 37 seconds when he was upended wide on the flank. 

Marco Bresciano's resulting free kick was thudded against the crossbar by the high rising Steve Laybutt. 

Danny Allsopp had Australia's next chance four minutes later when he clipped a lomg distance lob from Tansel Baser wide of the target. 

But thoughts of a runaway win were quickly dispelled as the infinitely more mobile and better organised Egyptians clawed their way into calculations. 

Australia lost Chris Coyne after 28 minutes as the West Ham man damaged an ankle and was replaced by Sydney United's Eddie Bosnar. 

Seconds later Egypt created one of its best chances with Zios spectacularly turning a sizzling shot from Ahmed Belal around the far post. 

Egypt forced three unanswered corners before Australia earned its first flag kick in the 37th minute, but the overall corner tally registered five for Egypt and four for the Olyroos. 

"It was not a pretty performance," Blanco admitted. "Egypt improved tremendously and they slowly came into the game. It was a good test for us and we got a lot out of this important game." 
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Blanco was, however, critical of the dangerous tackles employed by both teams. 

"Players should show respect to the paying public. | don't think spectators come to see those type of things." 

Blanco explained that his team has yet to reach the required level of understanding. 

"That part of our game is not where it should be, but that's because many of these players are still new to one another." 

Hield accepted that the conditions were difficult for both teams. "We slept early, but it was a big improvement on our first game." 

AUSTRALIA (Foxe 78) 1 EGYPT 0 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 

Crowd: 4017 

Referee: Simon Micallef 

Cautions: Ramy Adel (Egypt) 18, Abdelaziz Said (Egypt) 21, Elkharieb Goma (Egypt) 35, Lucas Neill (Aust) 46, Kasey Wehrman (Aust) 67, Abdelaziz Said (Egypt) 77. 
Red Card: Abdelaziz Said (Egypt) 77. 

Olyroos: Zois, Bresciano, Baser, Coyne (Bosnar 17), Foxe, Laybutt, Emerton, Grella, Allsop (Zane 79), Rizzo (Wehrman 46), Neill. 

Egypt: Abdel Hamid Amir, Adel Ramy (Abdel Ahmad 90), Sedek Abdel Mohamed, Hany Said, Abdel Said, Zaki Mohamed, Belal Anmed, Moawad Said (Abo Treka Mohamed 83), Ragab Abdulla (El Sayad Tarek 72), 
El Khatub Goma. 
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Four Nations Tournament 


Date & Time Venue 
15th. January 2000, 20.30 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia ee 38 ee ees | 
Australia U-23..0 v. Korea Republic U-23..3 
half time, Australia U-23..0 v. Korea Republic U-23..3 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
(minute) substitution Z (minute) substitution 


Position 


Joseph "Joey" Didulica Kim Yong-Dae 
DF Lucas Neill Park Jae-Hong 


Park Jin-Seop 

DF Eddy Bosnar Lee Young-Pyo 
Tansel Baser Park Dong-Hyuk 
Mark "Marco" Bresciano Park Ji-Sung 
Kasey Wehrman Kim Do-Kyun (c ) 
Brett Emerton (c Mi Lee Kwan-Woo 


IF 
Daniel "Danny" Allsopp FW Seol Ki-Hyeon 
FW 


Nicholas "Nick" Rizzo Lee Dong-Gook 


Mile Sterjovski MF Na Hee-Keun 

MF Jacob Burns 45 7 FW Choi Chul-Woo 
| FW |ClaytonZane CTE JangSang-Won TT 

MF__|Jason Culina [4523 iF _[Cho Se-Kwon 

Team Coach Raul Blanco Team Coach Huh Jung-Moo 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Referee Eddie Lennie (Australia) 

Assistant Referee 1 

Assistant Referee 2 


Park Jin-Seop is also shown as Park Jin-Sub. Seol Ki-Hyeon is also shown as Seol Ki-Hyun. Lee Kwan-Woo is also shown as Lee Gwan-Woo. 


match report from Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 21, Number 966, 18/1/2000 page 1 and 9 

Korea corrected two startling deficiencies to cake-walk home in Saturday night's Four Nations Tournament "Grand Final" at Adelaide's heat-baked Hindmarsh Stadium. 

The 3-0 scoreline flattered the Olyroos, who had no answer to the new found scoring ability of the visitor's previously goal-shy attack and the infinitely more compact Korean defence. 

Korea's superior speed, first touch ball skills, and superb cohesion, were honed from 20 pre-tournament games, allied to a year-long preparation during which nothing was left to chance. 

Ki Yeoh Seol, Kwan Woo Lee and Dong Gook Lee netted goals of top international standard on Saturday but for the goalkeeping expertise of Joe Didulica, Australia would have been on the receiving end of a far 
greater hiding. 

Having established its huge three-goal buffer at half time, Korea allowed itself the luxury of coasting through the second half and replacing star peformers, Won Jae Sim, Kwan Woo Lee and Dong Gook Lee. 
Bitterly disappointed Olyroo coach Raul Blanco said the loss did not spell, "The end of the world. We were beaten by a far better team," he lamented. 

"We need to play these games to learn the truth about ourselves. So, we lost one game, but the good thing is that it happened six months ahead of the Olympic Games." 

After four successive losses to the Asian champions, Blanco refused to concede that Korea is Australia's "bogey" opponent. 

"Korea is an exceptional team and they had the benefit of much tougher preparation games than us. The lesson for us to learn is that we have a long way to go and that we must be wary of creating a false impression 
about ourselves." 

Olyroo skipper Brett Emerton said his team was not prepared for the fast and furious onslaught that Korea unleashed from the kick-off. 

Australia had an early scare when Hayden Foxe, subject of interest from English club Middlesbrough, damaged a shoulder executing a saving sliding tackle after Didulica had put the defence under the hammer with 
an uncharacteristic poor clearance. 

The Korean bombardment continued until the inevitable breakthrough in the 14th minute as Ki Hyeon Seol calmly accepted a right wing cross from Ji Sung Park to rifle home. 

Will-o-the-wisp Nick Rizzo strove manfully, but his greatest asset came by earning frequent frees as the Koreans employed tight tackling on the Crystal Palace player. 

But the home team had to wait until the 39th minute for its first genuine shot on goal after Tansel Baser threaded a pass from the left to Danny Allsopp, whose drive was saved by Dong Young Kim. 

That rare sortie preceded Australia's best spell of the first half as Emerton and Allsopp threatened before having the raid snuffed out by the vigilant Korean defenders. 

But Korea showed how to attack three minutes before half time when Kwan Woo Lee cleverly dummied to receive the ball before skipping past Foxe and driving into the net. 

Then two minutes into time added for stoppages, Dong Gook Lee ran onto a right flank cross from Jin Sub Park to break Australia's hearts with a clinical third goal. 

Blanco rang the changes from the restart bringing in Jason Culina and Jacob Burns for Rizzo and Baser, while moving Emerton up front to partner Allsopp. 

The switches had the desired result of halting the slaughter down the right flank, but while the Korean raids were less frequent, the Olyroos best hopes rested on a face-saving goal. 

Australia had at least stemmed the tide and finished the game with customary gusto. 

English based Chris Coyne summed up neatly by admitting that not enough pressure was exerted on the opponents in possession. 


2000.5 


"We only had a short time together, not enough time really to get cohesion," Coyne said. 

"We (overseas based players) also have the distance problem to overcome and to get used to the heat wave conditions after coming from the six windshield weather in England." 
Coyne uttered the words that all true blue Aussies wanted to hear by pledging his desire to play in the Sydney Olympics come September. 

"If | have the choice to play in the Olympics or to play first team at West Ham, I'll take the Olympics for certain." 

KOREA 3 (Ki Hyeon Seol 14, Kwan Woo Lee 42, Dong Gook Lee 47+) AUSTRALIA 0. 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 

Crowd: 5945 

Referee: Eddie Lennie 

Cautions: Wehrman (Aust) 22, Young Pyo Lee (Korea) 47, Foxe (Aust) 48, Jae Hong Park (Korea) 52, Se Kwou Cho (Korea) 74. 

Korea: Dong Yong Kim, Ji Dong Park, Jae Hong Park, Jin Sub Park, Jae Won Sim (Na Hee Keun 64), Do Kyun Kim, Ki Hyeon Seol (Sang Won Jang 78), Young Dyo Lee, Dong Hyuk Park, Dong Gook Lee 
(Woo Chul Choi 67), Kwan Woo Lee (Keun Hee Na 64). 

Olyroos: Didulica, Foxe, Coyne, Bosnar, Emerton, Baser (Burns 46), Neill (Stergovski 89), Wehrman, Bresciano, Allsopp (Zane 89), Rizzo (Culina 46). 
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Date & Time 
22nd. March 2000, 


Venue 
tadion pod Zoborom, Nitra, Slovakia 
Slovakia U-21..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Slovakia U-21..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
Time of 
substitution 
START LIST 


Attendance 
1576 


Temperature 


Goal 
‘minute, 


DF Peter Lérant 

DF Peter Hlinka x 
MF DuSan Sninsky 

ME Vratislav Gresko 


Yellow 
Card 


Goal 
(minute, 


Time of 
substitution 


Position Name Red Card Position Name Red Card 


Joseph "Joey" Didulica 

Tansel Baser 

Stephen "Steve" Laybutt 
DF Badawi "Buddy" Farah 
MF Jason Culina 
MF Vincenzo "Vince" Grella 
MF Nicholas "Nick" Rizzo 


DF Christopher "Chris" Coyne 
ME Mark "Marco" Bresciano 
MF Kasey Wehrman 
FW Kosta Salapasidis 
GK___|Dejan "Danny" Milosevic 
Jacob Burns 
Vasilios "Bill" Damianos 
Raul Blanco 


ie} i=] 19) 
iba 


RIN 
Din 


N 


A 


SUBSTITUTES 


Peter Bartalsky 
Marian CiSovsky 


DF Andrej Supka 
DF Martin Petras 


FW__|Jan Slahor 
Miroslav Barécik 


& 
Ss 


QIAININ 
i 


Team Coach DuSan Radolsky Team Coach 


Team Manager 


[Team Manager 


Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


Lubomir Puéek (Czech Republic 
Martin Vindis (Slovakia, 


Roman Slysko (Slovakia) 


Slovakian line-up from Sport, 2000, volume 54, number 69, page 11 - courtesy of the Slovak National Library. 


match report from Soccer Australia 

The LG Under-23 Men's Soccer Team has lost the first of it's two European matches this morning, going down 1-0 to Slovakia in Bratislava, as preparations continue for the 2000 Olympics. 

In a fairly physical encounter, the Australians conceded the goal a minute before half time, Marek Mintal scoring the matchwinner for the Slovaks after a scramble in the box. 

Earlier, Australia had Stephen Laybutt taken off with an ankle injury, the big defender straining ligaments and expected to miss next week's second and final match of the tour, against Holland. 

From the Coach - Raul Blanco. "The Slovakian team came out and played a very physical game, and that is something that we can and will encounter at the Olympics, so it was a tremendous experience to play an 
opponent like that now. That's what we're here for, to make sure we play and encounter different styles of football, in order to keep learning, and this game taught the team the lesson of adapting to the way your 
opponents play the game, which we adapted to late in the first half and for the second half, where we matched them in every department. No one expected an easy game today, and we now look forward to a Dutch 
team which is better than Slovakia, so we have another big challenge coming up, but our preparation will be better, the whole squad will be together for 5 days of preparation, and will be better for it." 

"We've played against South American, African and Asian opponents, and now we're playing the Europeans and will benefit in the long run, because Europe always presents a wonderful challenge, and our aim is to 
accumulate experience against different types of opposition, and be intelligent enough to deal with anyone we come up against in September." 

From the Captain - Brett Emerton. "Unfortunately we were a little unsettled for the first half hour of the match or so, because they took the game to us instead of us taking the game to them. Once we settled down, 
we started to play a lot better, and that was evident in the second half. We had some good chances during the course of the game, one which fell to Michael Curcija after he got on the end of a cross in the first half, 
and another which could have resulted in a goal from a Clayton Zane header, but in the end we couldn't find the back of the net." 

"| thought Slovakia was a very good team, a fairly physical team, and | think if we had the chance to play them again, then we would get a better result because we've learned a lot from this game. They played a 
different style of football to wnat we may be more used to playing against, and that's something we're going to have to deal with, but that's why we're over here, to take on and learn about different sorts of opponents 
and styles before September." 
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match report from the Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 21, Number 976, 28/3/2000, page 2 

The LG Under-23 Men's Soccer team lost the first of it's two European matches going down 1-0 to Slovakia in Bratislava, as preparations continue for the 2000 Olympics. 

In a fairly physical encounter, the Australians conceded the goal a minute before half-time. Marek Mintal scoring the match winner for the Slovaka after a scramble in the box. 

Earlier, Australia had Stephen Laybutt taken off with an ankle injury, the big defender straining ligaments and is expected to miss next week's second and final match of the tour, against Holland. 

"The Slovakian team came out and played a very physical game, and that is something that we can and will encounter at the Olympics, so it was a tremendous experience to play an opponent like that now," said 
Raul Blanco. 

"That's what we're for, to make sure we play and encounter different styles of football, in order to keep learning, and this game taught the team the lesson of adapting to the way your opponents play the game, which 
we adapted to late in the first half and for the second half, where we matched them in every department," he ended. 

"Unfortunately we were a little unsettled for the first half hour of the match or so, because they took the game to us instead of us taking the game to them. Once we settled down, we started to play a lot better, and 
that was evident in the second half," added skipper Brett Emerton. 

LG Under 23 line-up vs Slovakia: Joe Didulica (gk), Tansel Baser, Stephen Laybutt (Chris Coyne 30), Buddy Farah, Con Blatsis, Brett Emerton (c ), Jason Culina (Marco Bresciano 71), Vince Grella (Lucas Neill 75), 
Nick Rizzo (Kasey Wehrman 46), Michael Curcija (Kosta Salapasidis 60), Clayton Zane. 

Yellow Cards: Grella 40, Zane 41, Farah 89. 
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Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 
28th. March 2000, Stadium de Baandert, Sittard, Netherlands PT 
Netherlands Olympic XI..2 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Netherlands Olympic X1..1 v. Australia U-23..1 


Position Name Gea Yellow Red Card Time OF 
‘minute, Card 


GK___|Mark Zegers (SBV Excelsior) Joseph "Joey" Didulica 
DF Tim Cornelisse (RKC Waalwijk) Lucas Neill 


DF ___|John Nieuwenburg (AFC Ajax) DF Constantinos "Con" Blatsis 
Mark van Bommel i 
Badi "Buddy" Farah 
(PSV Eindhoven) nah ac 
Kevin Hofland (Fortuna Sittard) Christopher "Chris" Coyne 
Neils Oude Kamphuis 
(Schalke 04) Jacob Burns 


Richard Knopper (AFC Ajax) Vincenzo "Vince" Grella 
Tom van der Leegte 

(RKC Waalwijk) 

Ellery Cairo (Feyenoord 
Rotterdam) 

seo hea ae aes of Hesselink Brett Emerton (c) 


Wilfred Bouma (PSV Eindhoven) Kostas Salapasidis 


Kasey Wehrman 


Jason Culina 


Tim de Cler (AFC Ajax, MF Mark "Marco" Bresciano 

Jean-Paul de Jong (FC Utrecht 
Victor Sikora (Vitesse Arnhem) 
Robin Nelisse 

|(SC Cambuur Leeuwarden) 
Anthonius Lurling (SC 


Team Coach Johan "Han" Berger Team Coach Raul Blanco 
Team Manager [Team Manager 
Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


match report from the Australian Associated Press, 28/3/2000 
Australian Olympic soccer coach Raul Blanco believes the Olyroos' stocks for Sydney are high after they were edged out 2-1 by Holland in a friendly here tonight. 

Following their creditable 1-0 loss in Slovakia last week, the Australian under-23s gave the Dutch plenty of scares before a 67th minute goal from striker Victor Sikora, of Dutch Premier League side Vitesse Arnhem, 
put paid to their hopes of an upset. 

Inspirational captain Brett Emerton had found the net in the 40th minute to blank out a 30th minute strike by PSV Eindhoven's Wilfred Bouma. 

"It was an excellent match, and we did well against one of the best European nations around," said Blanco of Holland, who are tipped to make a strong challenge for the gold medal at the Sydney Games. 

"This is the type of game we'd been hoping for, to tell us the truth about how we are going. They don't get any tougher than this. We were very, very unlucky, but it was a great experience for our guys and a good 
performance all round." 

The Olyroos' efforts were made more meritorious considering Socceroo defender Stephen Laybutt, Crystal Palace midfielder Nick Rizzo, and Bill Damianos of Greek club Xanthi took no part due to injuries. 

Striker Clayton Zane was also called away to join the injury-hit senior national squad for tomorrow's friendly in the Czech Republic. 

Blanco said the Australians, most of whom are European-based, would also benefit through their next assignment - a four-nation tournament at home in June against Olympic opponents. "These two games have 
certainly given us something to build on aiming towards the Olympics," he said. "We made a lot of improvement since playing Slovakia, and the four or five days that we were together really helped that. The more we 
play the better off we'll be." 

Australia could have gone ahead in the second half when a shot by Sydney Olympic's Emerton was cleared off the line. 

South Melbourne's Michael Curjica also came close with an excellent strike moments later, before Sikora put the Dutch ahead. 
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match report from the Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 21, Number 977, 4/4/2000, page 2 

The Australian Olympic Team went down 2-1 to Holland last week in the second and final match of the current European tour, in Sittard. 

Captain Brett Emerton leveled the scores at 1-1 in the 40th minute after the Australians conceded a goal in the 30th, but a second goal to the Dutch in the 67th minute sealed proceedings. 

The Australians did have the chance to equal the scoreline 15 minutes from full-time, however two attempts were cleared off the line. 

"| was very pleased with the boys on-field performance today, we played one of the best teams we have played until now, Holland is a top European soccer nation and it was an exceptionally good match," said 
Australian coach Raul Blanco. 

"Obviously we are disappointed with the final result, but | think the positives that have come out of this match, and in fact the camp, far outweigh the negatives, and it's important to take the positives from playing 
two excellent opponents away with us. 

"These two games have given us a clear indication that we are moving in the up direction and that the development of the team is getting closer and closer to where we have to be," he ended. 

Australia's next challenge will be a Four-Nation Tournament which will be held in Australia in late May early June. 

HOLLAND 2 (Wilfred Bouma 30, Victor Sikona 67) AUSTRALIA 1 (Brett Emerton 40) 

Australian Line-Up: Joe Didulica (gk), Lucas Neil, Con Blatsis, Buddy Farah, Chris Coyne, Jacob Burns, Vince Grella, Kasey Wehrman (Marco Bresciano 60), Jason Culina, Brett Emerton, Kosta Salapasidis 
(Michael Curcija 70). 


Netherlands line-up from Voetbal International (35ste jaargang, nr. 14) 5 april 2000 - page 44, courtesy of Karel Stokkermans. 
This publication gives the second goal for the Netherlands team as Anthony Lurling rather than Victor Sikora. 
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Date & Time Venue 
10th. July 2000, Palm Beach, Queensland 


Gold Coast City..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Gold Coast City..0 v. Australia U-23..0 

Position Goat Red Card vime of Position Name Red Card Time oF 
‘minute, ‘are substitution substitution 
START LIST 


Michael Turnbull 

Ivan Zelic 

Hayden Foxe 

Badawi "Buddy" Farah 


D 5 7 
MI Ljubo Milicevic 
MI 
Ml 


Di 


& 
a 


iF 
iF 
IF 
IF 
IF Paul Reid 


IF Dragi Nastevski 
Team Coach Team Coach Raul Blanco 
Team Manager 
Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


SUBSTITUTES 


match report from Soccer Australia 

The LG Under-23 soccer team has made a successful start to its match campaign during the current camp on the Gold Coast, beating Queensland State League side Gold Coast City 1-0 tonight, in Palm Beach. 
The National Team had several opportunities to take the lead in the first half, most coming from set pieces. 

Defender Hayden Foxe went close with free kicks from just outside of the box on two occasions, while an Archie Thompson corner almost gave Ljumbo Milicevic his first National-team goal, the defenders header just 
over the bar. 

Goalkeeper Michael Turnbull was called into action in the 32nd minute, getting a hand to the ball to clear it off the line, but the majority of the first half, which was dogged by persistent rain, was dominated by the LG 
Under-23s. 

That domination continued in the second half, with Simon Colosimo finally breaking the deadlock in the 81st minute, cutting down the right hand side and picking his spot, to slot the ball past the keeper and into the 
back of the net, handing the LG Under-23s a 1-0 victory. 

"| was happy with tonights performance, considering that most of the team hasnt played in over a month," said coach Raul Blanco after the game. "When you consider the heavy load of training the players have 
undergone over the last 7 days, and the expected rustiness from their lay-off, it was a good display. It will probably take another three to four games before the team is totally cohesive, but it was encouraging to see 
the way the newer boys fitted into the team, and it was also very pleasing to see Hayden Foxe come through ninety minutes of football. This has been his first real hit-out in six months since suffering the stress 
fracture to his foot in February, and hes come through very well. We were also all pleasantly surprised by our opposition tonight, they really tested us and gave us an excellent game." 

Next up for the LG Under-23s is Queensland State League side Brisbane Lions, this Wednesday night (12-07-00) at the Brisbane Lions Soccer Club in Richlands, with kick-off at 7.00pm. 
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Date & Time Venue 
12th. July 2000, 19.00 Lions Stadium, Richlands, Brisbane, Queensland 


Brisbane Lions..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Brisbane Lions..0 v. Australia U-23..0 

Position Name Geap Yellow Red Card vime of Position Name Red Card Time oF 
‘minute, Card substitution substitution 
START LIST 


Michael Turnbull 
Ivan Zelic 
Badawi "Buddy" Farah 


ee Simon Colosimo 


Steve Jackson (c) MF Jacob Burns 


= ; 
[Ene ial 
MF Dragi Nastevski 
Brendan Lewandowski MF Ljubo Milicevic 
IF 
F 7 
aaa eee jovski 
a es 


Di 


Mi Mark Robertson 
Des Hughes Mi Paul Reid 


FW Royce Brownlie FW. Mile Sterjovski 
[ii ii ______D FW __|Archibald “Archie” Thompson 


SUBSTITUTES 


Team Coach Raul Blanco 
Team Manager 
Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


match report from the Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 21, Number 992, 18/7/2000, page 10 

In one of the best attended matches in a long time, a youthful Brisbane Lions team took on the might of the locally-based Australian National U23 team at Lions Stadium and proved to many sceptics that Brisbane 
has the talent to field another side in the NSL. 
The game had hardly begun when Des Hughes tested Olyroos keeper Michael Turnbull, much to the delight of the 3000-strong crowd. 

This was quickly followed up by another pacey foray through the National side's defence by Brendan Lewandowski. 

The Olyroos responded by quickly establishing control of the midfield, with Dragi Nastevski, Mark Robertson and Jacob Burns proving particularly troublesome for the Queenslanders. 

Olyroos keeper Michael Turnbull was in top form and his first serious test resulted in a world-class save from striker Royce Brownlie. 

National Team Coach Raul Blanco must have said the right things to his team at the half-time break because they seemed more determined to take control right from the whistle. 

Captain Simon Colosimo didn't waste time and netted early on, putting the Olympic-hopefuls up 1-0. With the pressure now off, the National side settled down and contained the Brisbane team to the end, putting on 
a display of soccer that delighted the vocal crowd. 
Brisbane Lions Coach John Ogden said after the match that he was well pleased with his team's performance. 

"The object of the game, for us, was to test whether we could play in the National Soccer League. Playing at that level is very different to playing in the XXXX League - we have to move the ball around a lot more, 
especially when playing class opponents." 
Ogden said his side passed the test with flying colours, doing the Club proud. 

"In fact, we were a younger side than the Olyroos, and with further development, will be a team to be reckoned with. We had our moments tonight, and could have won." 

Olyroo Simon Colosimo agreed. 

"Brisbane Lions are a very good team. They worked well together and came forward well in numbers. | particularly liked their style and the fact that they didn't get physical - they don't need to, they have terrific skill." 
Brisbane Lions Captain Captain Steve Jackson said he thoroughly enjoyed the game and the chance to play such talented opponents. 

"| think we did the Club proud. Brownlie had two great opportunities that on any other day would have resulted in goals, and had they come off tonight, I'm sure Raul Blanco might have had to consider him. Having 
said that Turnbull was outstanding in goal tonight." 

Brownlie was just delighted at the chance to play at National level. 

"It was a good flowing game and exciting to play in," he said. 

"They respected us as players, and seemed to have the attitude of 'Mate, beat me with the ball. . .'. That doesn't happen here in our domestic XXXX League." 

Brisbane Strikers Coach John Kosmina was also impressed with the Lions' performance. 

"They had their chances and could have scored a couple of times. Having said that they were playing a quality side and acquitted themselves well." 
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Date & Time Venue 
17th. July 2000, Underwood Park, Priestdale, Queensland 
Rochedale Rovers..1 v. Australia U-23..2 

half time, Rochedale Rovers..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
iis Yellow Time of ne Time of 
Position Card Red Card substitution Position Name Red Card substitution 
START LIST 
GK Graham Ross Michael Turnbull 
MF Paul Grugan 75 Ivan Zelic 
Badawi "Buddy" Farah 
Simon Colosimo 


MF Jacob Burns 


$= de - 
ae es (| | | 
MF Dragi Nastevski 
10 MF Ljubo Milicevic 
IF 
F , 
ee ee ee (ee jovski 
sy es es |e 


Di 


Z Mi Paul Reid 


& 
i) 


Lawrence Drake 
Jamie Johnson 
Jonathan McKain 
Team Coach Peter Bannon Team Coach Raul Blanco 
Team Manager Ken Russell [Team Manager 
Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


1 

2 
si 
>a 
| 
pe 


match report from ozfootball.net 

The Olyroos are currently enjoying the Gold Coast's balmy winter days, ensconced in a training camp with local teams providing a bit of a challange from time to time. 

A few days ago they managed a 1-0 victory over the Lions. 

A closely fought match was expected, with the Rochedale boys playing out of their skins to impress "those in high places that never visit the ground", or a bit of a goal fest as the Olyroos desperately tried to secure 
their places in the walk on side for the Olympics. The 2000 strong crowd ended up with a rather lack lustre affair with very few highlights, that wasn't much different to average XXXX League games. 

The first 45mins was played mainly in Rochedale's half with the Olyroos managing 3 or 4 shots wide of the net, and one that ricocheted off the left hand upright almost back to the centre circle. Rochedale ventured 
into the opposing penalty area perhaps twice. Mile Sterjovski opened the scoring for the Roos around the 35min mark. Nothing spectacular so far and no one playing badly....just not very exciting. 

The second half began pretty much the same, though Rochedale seemed to lose some of its wariness as the game progressed and began to increase their forward forays. This paid off about 25mins into the half when 
the Roos failed to deal with an incoming ball. It popped out nicely for Paul Grugan to slot it firmly into the back of the net. 

Fortunately for the spectators this was the kick in the pants the Olyroos needed, and the game became fairly lively with both teams pressing forward for the winner. Graham Ross pulled off a couple of spectacular 
saves to keep up the local hopes of at least a draw, which they nearly pulled off. If only Archie Thompson hadn't calmly headed a cross from deep on the right wing smack into the middle of the Rover's goal about 
5 minutes before full time. 2-1 to the Olyroos at the last whistle. 

The game was played in good spirits, though a little too relaxed on both sides. Apparently the Olyroos will be playing another match against a yet to be determined local team some time in the next couple of weeks. 
The teams were:- 

Rochedale Rovers: 1 Graham Ross(gk), 2 Paul Grugan, 3 Ross Davidson, 4 Dwayne Good, 5 Damian Harris, 8 Michael Legg, 9 Matt Olley, 10 Clayton Koch, 11 Garth Dorey, 12 Ray Huth, 14 Danny Stowers, 

16 Adam Watson, 17 Corey Nicholson, 18 Taro Urabe, 19 Darren Bender 20 Sean Hart(gk). Coach - Peter Bannon. Manager - Ken Russell 

Olyroos: 1 Michael Turnbull, 2 Simon Colosimo, 3 Jason Burns, 4 Buddy Farah, 5 Dragi Nastevski, 6 Ivan Zelic, 7 Paul Reid, 8 Mark Robertson, 9 Archie Thompson, 10 Lujbo Milicevic, 11 Mile Sterjovski, 

12 Lawrence Drake, 14 Jamie Johnson, 15 Jonathan McKain Coach - Raul Blanco. Assistant Coach - Adrian Santrac 
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Date & Time Venue 
19th. July 2000, Carrara Stadium, Gold Coast, Queensland 
Gold Coast City..1 v. Australia U-23..4 
half time, Gold Coast City..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 


Position s Red Card woe Position Name Red Card ie 
‘minute, are substitution (minute, substitution 


START LIST 


Michael Turnbull 
Jonathan McKain 

Ivan Zelic 

Badawi "Buddy" Farah 


MF |Jacob Burns il = 
| 55 | [| 


cy 
a 


Di 


iF 
James Johnson 
ME Paul Reid 


MF Scott Robertson 
DF Zeljko Susa 
Team Coach Team Coach Raul Blanco 
Team Manager [Team Manager 
Referee | 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


A ; 

a ee el eT 

ea (a (a (ee (Ye | | ; 

a a a SY TE PES eT [| 
46 


SUBSTITUTES 


N 
i~) 
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Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 
5th. September 2000, Olympic Park, Melbourne, Victoria No public access 
Australia U-23..3 v. Kuwait U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..0 v. Kuwait U-23..0 
a Yellow Time of 
Position Name Card Red Card substitution 
START LIST 


Time of 


Position Name Red Card ie 
substitution 


Dejan "Danny" Milosevic 
Stephen Laybutt 
Stanley "Stan" Lazaridis 
MF Simon Colosimo 
MF Kasey Wehrman 
MF Vincenzo "Vince" Grella 
ME Mark "Marco" Bresciano 48 


D 


Shehab Kankone 
Jamal Mubarak Abdul-Rahman 


Di Nasser Al-Othman 
Di Sadoun Salman 
MF Nawaf Abdullah Al-Humaidan 


iF a 
iF 
MF Hamad Abdullah Al-Tayyar 
F 7 
F 7 
Ww 


i=} {9} 
TWA 


zn 
a 


Mi Esam Al-Kandari 


Nawaf Khaled Al-Khaldi 
Faraj Laheeb Saeed 
MF Yousef Zayed 
Team Coach Raul Blanco Team Coach Radojko Avramovic 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Jeremy Blaney 


= alajaja = 
ANEEOPRTVe 


6 

| 8 
14 
15 


46°" 
SUBSTITUTES 


Dragi Nastevski 
Archibald "Archie" Thompson 


NI 
s/o 
58 
CID 
alo 
~ 
i--} 
alo 
S| 
cN 
a 


Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


match report from Darren Pye 

A bunch of about 20 fans found themselves on the steps of Vodafone arena last night and they had a clear view over the fence and into Olympic Park. 

Australia clearly dominated from the kick off but couldn't convert any chances with Zane, Rizzo, Bresciano and Curcija going close. Just before half time Steve Laybutt made two bad errors at the back gifting chances 
to the Kuwaiti's, however two pretty weak attempts ended in Milosevics' hands. Half time the score was 0-0. 

Whilst Australia weren't as dominant in the second half they did convert three opportunities. Bresciano scored with a header early in the half (about 50th) with Clayton Zane scoring from a tap in from some good lead 
up work about 10 minutes later. Curcija made it three after the keeper fumbled a shot from the edge of the area from Zane. Curcija had a chance to make it four but missed from point blank range with a great volley on 
the far post, just forgot to keep it down. 

Highlights of the game were two superb saves to keep a clean sheet late in the game from Danny Milosevic and he certainly looked good in the brief moments he was called on. Bresciano and Rizzo were too good 
and too quick for their opponents and regularly beat players. Grella was good without being brilliant. Lazarides was his typical self with some greats runs down the left flank, leaving many of his opponents behind. 
Wehrman didn't really get involved with the attack but was good defensively. Colosimo was solid at the back while Laybutt had two errors that could have cost Australia. Lucas Neill could well be a surprise for the 
opposition after they focus their attention on the dangers of the other flank. While Zane and Curcija had plenty of opportunities to rattle in six or seven but thankfully knocked a couple between them. Archie didn't have 
long but wasn't as productive as against the Knights two weeks ago. 

With Skoko, Viduka, Foxe, Emerton and possibly Blatsis to come in, it was not a bad effort even against a jet lagged Kuwait side. 

Archie Thompson came on in the last ten minutes. 
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Date & Time Venue 
7th. September 2000, Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne, Victoria 
Australia U-23..1 v. Republic of South Africa U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..1 v. Republic of South Africa U-23..0 
Yellow Time of Time of 


Position Name Card Red Card substitution Position Name Red Card substitution 


START LIST 

DF Stephen Laybutt DF Aaron Mokoena 

MF Stanley "Stan" Lazaridis DF Matthew Booth 

MF DF i 
DF 


N 
oN 


K : 
Lucas Neill 
MF Kasey Wehrman MF Steve Lekoelea 
MF Nicola Rizzo 17 FW. Benedict McCarth 


Badawi "Buddy" Farah Daniel Matsau 

Dragi Nastevski Jabu Pule 

Archibald "Archie" Thompson Siyabonga Nomvethe 
Team Coach Raul Blanco Team Coach Ephraim Mashaba 
Team Manager [Team Manager 
Referee Perry Muir 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 
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match report from SBS 

The Olyroos have had a major confidence boost less than a week before their opening match at the Olympics, with a 1-0 win over South Africa at Melbourne's Bob Jane Stadium. 

Midfielder Jason Culina - who replaced Vince Grella in the starting line-up - netted the only goal just eight minutes into the match, as the Australians notched up their second victory in 48 hours, following Tuesday's 
3-0 win over Kuwait. 

The goal resulted from the Olyroos' best move of the match, when a combination of passes between Kasey Wehrman, Michael Curcija and Marco Bresciano found Culina who guided the ball in from just inside the 
penalty area. 

From then on chances were scarce for the Olyroos, especially in the second half, but their defence, which had looked shaky against minnows Kuwait, looked far more secure. 

Steve Laybutt and Lucas Neill put in fine games even though they were occasionally troubled by South Africa's star striker Benny McCarthy, who plays with Celta Vigo in the prestigious Spanish Premier League. 
While the scoreline might not have been as emphatic as two nights ago it was a superior performance against far better opposition. 

The Olyroos' first group match is against European champion Italy at the MCG next Wednesday, although this game gave them more of a taste of what to expect when they come up against Nigeria later in the 
tournament. 

The South Africans, who are not rated as highly as the reigning Olympic champions, troubled Australia with their pace particularly when substitute Jabu Pule came onto the field with devastating effect in the 56th 
minute. Pule came perilously close to setting up an equaliser for the visitors with just four minutes remaining but Daniel Matsau smashed his superb pass against the crossbar. 

South Africa, which is grouped in the Olympics with tournament favourite Brazil as well as Slovakia and Japan, showed enough to suggest it will be a contender for at least a quarter-final berth. And it will be further 
strengthened shortly by the arrival of star winger Quinton Fortune, who scored two goals for Manchester United in their mid-week win over Bradford in the English Premier League. 

However, the Australians were also far below full strength still missing the likes of key defenders Hayden Foxe and Con Blatsis, who were rested due to minor injuries as well as their two best players in Mark Viduka 
and Josip Skoko. They will both arrive here tomorrow after playing for their European clubs mid-week. 

Before the match, the Olyroos were rocked by further injury news before the game when goalkeeper Joe Didulica was ruled out of the Olympic tournament due to a shin injury. 

Didulica was replaced in the squad by 19-year-old Marconi keeper Michael Turnbull but he is expected to only be the back-up to the number one keeper Danny Milosevic, who again performed well. 
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Date & Time 


13th. September 2000, 20.00 


Goal 
(minute) 


Olympic Games Finals - 1st. Round, Group A 


Venue 


Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 


Yellow 
Card 


Temperature Attendance 
Pp 
Australia U-23..0 v. Italy U-23..1 
half time, Australia U-23..0 v. Italy U-23..0 
Time of 
substitution 


Time of 
substitution 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 


Position Card 


Dejan "Danny" Milosevic 


Hayden Foxe 
Stephen Laybutt 
Simon Colosimo 


GK Christian Abbiati 
Alessandro Grandoni 27 


Stanley "Stan" Lazaridis 
Josip Skoko 


DF 
DF ___|Marco Zanchi 
DF 
Mi 


Bruno Cirillo 
IF Gennaro Gattuso 
IF 


Mi Roberto Baronio 


Brett Emerton (c ) 


MF Gianluca Zambrotta 


Kasey Wehrman 


Massimo Ambrosini 


Vincenzo "Vince" Grella 
Mark Viduka 
Michael Curcija 


FW Gianni Comandini 


Andrea Pirlo 


Lucas Neill 


Morgan De Sanctis 


Clayton Zane 
Constantinos "Con" Blatsis 
Nicola Rizzo 


Luca Mezzano 
Matteo Ferrari 
Massimo Margiotta 


14 
16 


17 
Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Claudio Rivalta 
Ighli Vannucchi 
Cristiano Zanetti 
Fabio Firmani 
Marco Tardelli 


Mark "Marco" Bresciano 
Jason Culina 
Michael Turnbull 


MF 
MF 


Team Coach Raul Blanco 
Team Manager 
Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


Peter Prendergast (Jamaica) 
Volodymyr Petrov (Ukraine) 
Ali Tomusange (Uganda) 


match report from the Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 21, Number 1001, 19/9/2000, page 8 

Aussie supporters were plentiful in the 93,252 strong crowd at the MCG on opening night, but they went home disappointed, seeing Australia lose 1-0 to Italy, when a creditable and deserved draw against the 
tournament favourites was only nine minutes away. 

Australia's football Olympians displayed grit and fighting spirit by holding Italy scoreless for so long, but a momentary loss of concentration netted the Italians victory. 

They showed promise and zeal with a bright beginning, with Stan Lazaridis running down the left flank on a heavy and slippery pitch and Mark Viduka running at the Italians and appealing for a penalty when Marco 
Zanchi tackled him on the inside edge of the box. 
There certainly were encouraging signs the way Josip Skoko, Brett Emerton and Vince Grella handled the midfield battle, but right on 20 minutes the Italians began their own forays towards Australia's goal with 
ominous warnings. 
Simon Colosimo headed a free-kick by Gianluca Zambrotta off the line in the 24th minute as Italy pressed ahead with Andrea Pirlo, Gianni Comandini and Nicola Ventola harassing the Australian defence. 

But Australia almost stole the lead with two minutes left before half time. Grella provided the through-pass from midfield slightly to the laft, where Curcija headed the ball goal-bound ahead of his marker Alessandro 
Grandoni only to be denied by the outstanding Italian 'keeper Christian Abbiati, who palmed the ball clear. 
A wonderful combination gave Australia another chance, but Mark Viduka's backheader, from a Simon Colosimo cross from the left, went across goal and beyond Curcija on the right. 

Australia edged towards the lead only three minutes into the second half, when Skoko produced an in-swinger that Viduka side-footed over the crossbar, while having an open goal at his mercy. 
The Italians were nearest to going ahead in the 56th minute, when Nicola Ventola shot on goal at close range to be denied by Olyroos 'keeper Danny Milosevic. 

A minute later Emerton unleashed a breath-taking 25-metre shot that Abbiati just pushed for a corner. 
Ten minutes before full time, a minute ahead of Italy's goal, Viduka reached Curcija who again headed on target, only to have his attempt thwarted by Grandoni who cleared for a corner. His two chances together with 
Viduka's side-foot and Emerton's shot were the great scoring opportunities for the host nation to clinch what would have been a colossal win. 

Italy, however, struck the deciding goal in the 81st minute. Substitute Massimo Margiotta, on for Ventola in the 76th minute, stole the ball from Hayden Foxe, who let it slip away from him, and ran it down the side on 
the right. 
Ventola then coolly crossed to an unmarked Pirlo who scored off the left post with a nervous shot. Foxe desperately tried to clear, but the ball had already crossed the line and the Italians were home ata pinch for a 
lucky win. 
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Olympic Games Finals - 1st. Round, Group A 
Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 


16th. September 2000, 20.00 Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 38080 
New South Wales 


Australia U-23..2 v. Nigeria U-23..3 
half time, Australia U-23..2 v. Nigeria U-23..2 
Position Goal Yellow Time of : Position Yellow Time of 
(minute) Card substitution i Card substitution 


START LIST 
GK __|Dejan "Danny" Milosevic GK __|Greg Etafia 


DF Hayden Foxe 41 DF Celestine Babayaro (c ) 
DF Stephen Laybutt Christopher Kanu 


MF Simon Colosimo 
MF Stanley "Stan" Lazaridis 
| 5 | 


10 MF Kasey Wehrman 44 FW Victor Agali 64 
MF Vincenzo "Vince" Grella FW Yakubu Ayegbeni 35 
9 FW Mark Viduka FW. Pius Ikedia 


FW ___|Michael Curcija FW ___|Julius Aghahowa 22 88 


8 MF Lucas Neill Gbenga Okunowo 
11 FW___|Clayton Zane Johnson Sunday 
12 DF Constantinos "Con" Blatsis Furo lyenemi 


16 MF Jason Culina Blessing Kaku 
GK Michael Turnbull Sam Okoye 
Team Coach Raul Blanco Jo Bonfrere 
Team Manager 
Referee Carlos Simon (Brazil) 


Assistant Referee 1 | Viadimir Fernandez Alfaro (El Salvador) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Volodymyr Petrov (Ukraine) 


match report from Thomas Esamie (www.ozfootball.net) 
When the Olyroos started off they were looking confident. Foxe finding Lazaridis down the left flank with raking passes seemed to provide a bit of a theme and Viduka was heavily marked but always managed to hold 
the ball and lay off a pass. Still the early period of the game probably favoured the Nigerians who boasted speed, and lots of it. Both Nigeria's goals came from fast incursions into the Australian defence catching the 
defenders off guard and clean finishing made sure Nigeria rammed home the advantage. The celebration after the second goal would have been at home in the floor gymnastics. 

Slowly, though, Australia managed to get more of the play, perhaps thanks to the Nigerians relaxing. First Mark Viduka came close to getting one back but put it wide across goal. However the vociferous fans got 
what they wanted not long after thanks to Hayden Foxe getting a decisive deflection on a free kick. The crowd then went ballistic when Kasey Wehrman equalised just before halftime and things looked promising for 
the second half. 
Indeed the start of the second half was promising, but it seemed to be the double sending off of both team captains which proved the turning point. Rather than the intelligent play we had been seeing it seems the 
Aussies saw red and went for it. This is inspirational when it comes off but is really disappointing when it just means overhit passes and doubling the fouls (both sides guilty there). Then another moment of madness 
let Nigeria through when a Colosimo header back to his keeper was intercepted and slotted into the net. It was heartbreaking, well not for the Nigerians. Their elation was plain to see. 

After this the Nigerians stayed pretty much in their own half, and defended their lead. It was disappointing but to be expected. The few forward incursions by Nigeria were marked with hopeful shots, some of which 
came very close to extending their lead. However it was the Australians who controlled possession and the bulk of the play but were unable to find the lifeline an equaliser would provide. When Clayton Zane swung at 
air from only metres in front of goal it was almost like Graham Arnold's failed header against Iran some 3 years prior. 

The full time whistle prompted many tears from players with some lying on the ground in despair. 
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match report from the Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 21, Number 1001, 19/9/2000, page 10 

Nigeria have ended the Olyroos Olympic dream after scoring a dramatic 3-2 victory in an action packed match at the Sydney Football Stadium last Saturday. 

A packed house witnessed an inspired Olyroo comeback, from 2-0 down, and the dismissal of both captains before a heart breaking Simon Colosimo mistake gifted Nigeria the winning goal. 

The Olyroos are now out of the Olympic Football competition as they are four points behind second placed Nigeria, and six behind first placed Italy, with only one game remaining. 

Australian coach Raul Blanco was disappointed after the game but praised the effort of his team. 

"| think it's a shame. | think the team played so well, fought so well and played excellent football. | think they were an inspiration in every way they played," he said. 

"But that's the way it is, we have to accept the reality that we are out of the Olympic Games." 

Nigerian team official, Moussa Abdullahi, thought the game was an even encounter but denied his team were lucky. 

"We worked hard for it and the goals came, it's not just luck. In fairness, | think the Australians played very well and didn't deserve to lose but that is football," he said. 

Nigerian player Yakubu Ayegbeni thought the difference between the two teams were their 'strikers', who converted three out of four shots on goal. 

Australia in comparison only converted a quarter of their many opportunities, once again highlighting the value of injured Harry Kewell. 

Nigeria's first goal came in the 16th minute. A cheap loss of possession resulted in star player Julius Aghahowa threading Pius Ikedia through a flat-footed defence. Ikedia finished comfortably. 

The Olyroos responded with style as a Josip Skoko free kick found the diving head of Captain Brett Emerton, who just shaved the post. 

The Olyroos vunerability to Nigeria's pace was exploited once again when Aghahowa was put in the clear and chipped keeper Danny Milosevic to great effect. Aghahowa's celebration of three backflips worthy of such 
a fine finish. 

Seemingly down and out, the Olyroos sparked a comeback when captain Brett Emerton skipped past two players into the box, before cutting back for Michael Curcija. Curcija's shot was cleared off the line by a 
defender. 

The Olyroos continued to pile on the pressure and were rewarded five minutes before half time. A foul on Josip Skoko set up Hayden Foxe from around 20 yards out. Foxe's free kick took a wicked deflection from the 
wall and sent the capacity crowd into raptures. 

Three minutes later the Olyroos equalised with a magnificent goal. Curcija lobbed to Mark Viduka in the box, who then cleverly back-heeled to Kasey Wehrman. Wehrman blasted the ball into the back of the net to 
cap off a remarkable comeback. 

The second half began in spiteful fashion as an Emerton elbow on Ayegbeni sparked a confrontation between the two sides. This resulted in a sending off for Emerton and opposing captain Celestine Babayaro. 
Around 10 minutes later came the crucial blow. 

Simon Colosimo's attempted header back to keeper Milosevic was only strong enough to find Victor Agali. 

Agali then rounded a desperate Milosevic to send the SFS into a state of shock. 

The Olyroos to their credit kept fighting. The late introductions of Clayton Zane and Nick Rizzo created many nervous moments for the condensed Nigerian defence, who held on for a memorable 3-2 victory. 

The Olyroos will finish their Olympic tournament against Honduras at the SFS tonight (Tuesday). 
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Date & Time 
19th. September 2000, 20.00 


Olympic Games Finals - 1st. Round, Group A 


Venue 
Sydney Football Stadium, Moore Park, Sydney, 
New South Wales 


Australia U-23..1 v. Honduras U-23..2 


Temperature Attendance 


37788 


Name 


half time, Australia U-23..0 v. Honduras U-23..1 


Goal 
‘minute, 


Yellow Time of 


Card Red Card 


Position Name 


START LIST 


Goal 
‘minute, 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 
Red Cara substitution 


Dejan "Danny" Milosevic 


Simon Colosimo 
Stanley "Stan" Lazaridis 


GK Noel Valladares 


Ivan Guerrero 


Hayden Foxe 
Josip Skoko 


DF 
DF Walter Lopez 
DF 


Jaime Rosales 


Stephen Laybutt 


MF Julio Cesar De Leon 


Lucas Neill 


Maynor Suazo 


Mark Viduka 
Kasey Wehrman 
Vincenzo "Vince" Grella 


a ee 
10 
12 
30 6 


Danilo Turcios 
Mario Chirinos 
Carlos Paes De Oliveira 


; 
== = 
90+1 


77 


Michael Curcija 


David Suazo 


Brett Emerton 
Clayton Zane 
Constantinos "Con" Blatsis 


Carlos Escobar 
Junior Izaguirre 
Francisco Pavon 


Nicola Rizzo 


11 


Jairo Martinez 


Mark "Marco" Bresciano 


13 


Elvis Scott 


Jason Culina 
Team Coach Raul Blanco 
Team Manager 
Referee Mourad Daami (Tunisia) 

Assistant Referee 1 | Volodymyr Petrov (Ukraine) 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Luis Ramirez 
Julio Cesar Suazo 
Ramon Maradiaga 


es TE eR ES ( 
———— : 
a ey ee ee 


90+1 


Assistant Referee 2 | Jorge Rattalino (Argentina) 


match report from Thomas Esamie (www.ozfootball.net) 
The game really only held any hope for the Hondurans who had to beat Australia and hope for the right result in the other match. As it turned out they also bowed out of the tournament but they certainly won no friends 


with their performance. 


had a chance to all touch the ball. 


back to where they were for most of the first half. 


victory. The crowd then raised a cheer for the Aussies who had played three matches and lost them all. 
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On the other hand the Australian side also could have done so much better. Certainly pride was all that was on offer and it appears that pride runs a poor second to qualification. 
The Honduran tactics were the essence of simplicity and like so many simple plans, you can rely on them to work. Essentially the nine defenders all sent long balls towards the Australian goal and David Suazo ran 
and ran and ran and ran to get to the ball, head towards goal and evade defenders before shooting accurately. All this was done inside 4 minutes of the kickoff and Honduras led the game before the Australians even 


To the credit of the Australians they took what was left of the match by the scruff of the neck and while not appearing to be terribly dangerous they certainly dominated possession and tried very hard to probe for that 
elusive crack in the Honduras defence. Eventually they found that crack, with the aid of a deflection, and equalised early in the second half. 
Somehow the supreme effort of getting back on level terms left the Australians so relieved they failed to pay attention a few minutes later when a free kick was awarded against them just inside the Honduran half. 

The free kick was taken quickly and the ever alert Suazo got on the end of the kick while the defenders were still trying to set themselves. He held them off for long enough to get a telling shot in. The Aussies were 


The Hondurans still had something to play for, though the other group match went against them, and obviously that hunger and desperation made them put in a supreme effort of their own. However at the regain of the 
lead their efforts manifested themselves in another way. The Hondurans appeared to adopt a cynical gameplan and feigned injuries at every turn. The end effect was that there was the farcical situation of players 
taking turns in writhing on the ground for incidental contact and then returning to the field seconds after having been stretchered off. One of them got yellow carded by the ref for these antics but it didn't really help. 

As the game has to stop when the goalkeeper is down it is not surprising that on three occasions in the last 8 minutes of the match he had the trainers on the field checking him out for injuries. 

The ref is in an impossible situation here. He cannot afford the risk of continuing play just incase the keeper is truly injured. In any case the crowd booed long and loud until the Hondurans left the field celebrating 


match report from the Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 21, Number 1002, 26/9/2000, page 12 

The Olyroos have ended their Olympic campaign in disappointing fashion after losing their final game against Honduras 2-1 in front of a packed house at the Sydney Football Stadium last Tuesday night. 

Yet again it was a case of missed opportunities and defensive lapses that thwarted Australia, while Honduran striker David Suazo had a memorable game, scoring both their goals. 

Australian Coach, Raul Blanco, praised the efforts of his chargers despite the disappointing result. 

"It's almost unbelievable we came awy empty handed. We played three good games," he said. 

"They gave everything they had and you can never ask anything more than that as a coach. They were a fine example of representing their country." 

Honduran Coach, Ramon Maradiaga, was happy with his team's performance even though they failed to qualify for the next round. 

"This is the first time a Honduras team has qualified to play in the Olympic Games and the players have shown they have character and they have pride. This is still a sweetner," he said. 

Going into the game Honduras had a slight chance of qualifying for the next round. They had to win and hope that Nigeria lost to Italy. The Olyroos were without suspended captain Brett Emerton, Lucas Neill 
replacing him on the right flank. 

The game started off at a frenetic pace when David Suazo scored his first goal in only the third minute. 

Carlos Paes de Oliveira caught the Australian defence napping with a perfectly angled through ball. The Cagliari striker pounced on the opportunity, taking it around keeper Danny Milosevic before slotting it home. 
The Olyroos then enjoyed the majority of attacking possession with very little success. 

Stan Lazaridis delivered a cross to Mark Viduka who should have levelled the game. Viduka's free header failing to test the Honduran keeper. 

Stephen Laybutt and Hayden Foxe also missed free headers, highlighting Australia's lack of finishing power. 

The second half saw the Olyroos hit back early when a Kasey Wehrman cross was turned in by defender Jamie Rosales, under pressure from Michael Curcija. 

Australia were now back to level terms but only for 9 minutes thanks to some Suazo magic. 

The Honduran striker sliced past three defenders before slotting home under the desperate Milosevic to relinquish the lead. Suazo scored four goals throughout the Olympic tournament and with his electric pace and 
clinical finishing is one to watch for the future. 

Australia yet again continued to dominate possession with Honduras happy to defend in numbers. 

Jason Culina came closest to an equaliser when his blistering strike was tipped over by Noel Valladares. Clayton Zane's late introduction also tested the Honduran keeper with a couple of fine headers. 

The final score saw Honduras with a historic 2-1 victory, the Olyroos failing to take a point from a disappointing campaign. 
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Date & Time 


2002 


Venue 


Weather Temperature 


Attendance 


20th. July 2002, 


Parramatta Stadium, Sydney, New South Wales 


Australia U-23..0 v. Club Social Y Deportivo Colo-Colo (Chile)..1 


4500 


Position 


half time, Australia U-23..0 v. Colo Colo..0 


Goal Time of 


Position 
(minute) substitution 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
substitution 


GK __|Michael Turnbull 


10 DF 


Jonathan "Jon" McKain 


START LIST 


33 


Eduardo Eugenio Lobos Landaeta 


Luis Arturo Mena Irarrazabal 


21 DF 
17 


lain Fyfe 
Michael Prentice 


Alonso Patricio Zufiga Delgado 
Raul Andrés Mufioz Mardones 


12 


Jade North 


Miguel Angel Aceval Mufioz 


11 


Grant Last 


Miguel Augusto Riffo Garay 


13 


Ahmad Elrich 


Braulio Antonio Leal Salvo 


pos | FW Lucas Pantelis 


Massimo Murdocca 


Scott Tunbridge 


Po KT 
DF 

7 es cae fee een 
55 10 DF 
24 DF 
27 DF 
86 2 MF 
63 8 MF 

ea (es 
45* 2 MF 


Marcelo Fabian Espina Barrano 


Francisco Anderson Huaiquipan 
Castillo 


Rodolfo Alejandro Madrid Gonzalez 


2 


Dylan Macallister 


Luis Ignacio Quinteros Gasset 


8 
7 DF 
5 FW 
4 
9 


Aaron Goulding 
Naum Sekulovski 
Radomir "Ray" Sekulovski 


SUBSTITUTES 


Matthew "Matt" McKay 


a 
8 
6 


[7 il] 
1 MF 
: 
9 FW 
| 4 MF 


Team Coach 


Alex Brosque 
Gregory "Greg" Owens 
Frank Farina 


5 [| 20 | 

6 

— 
45* 

a SCs ee 


Team Coach 


Jaime Pizarro 


Team Manager 


[Team Manager 


Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


Matthew Breeze 


2002.1 


Date & Time 
24th. July 2002, 


Goal 
‘minute, 


Yellow 


Name Card 


Position 


Venue 


Bruce Stadium, Canberra, A.C.T. 
Australia U-23..1 v. Club Social Y Deportivo Colo-Colo (Chile)..2 


half time, Australia U-23.. 


vattadon| MO 


substitution 
START LIST 


Red Card 


Weather Temperature 


1 v. Colo Colo..1 


Goal 
‘minute, 


Yellow 


Name Card 


Attendance 
1900 


Time of 
Red Card substitution 


GK Michael Turnbull 
DF lain Fyfe 
DF 


Jonathan "Jon" McKain 


GK Eduardo Eugenio Lobos Landaeta 
DF Luis Arturo Mena Irarrazabal 
DF 


Alonso Patricio Zuniga Delgado 


DF Jade North 


DF Michael Prentice 


MF __|Gregory "Greg" Owens 11 


Raul Andrés Mufioz Mardones 


Miguel Angel Aceval Mufioz 


Miguel Augusto Riffo Garay 


MF Ahmad Elrich 


Braulio Antonio Leal Salvo 
Marcelo Fabian Espina Barrano 


MF Massimo Murdocca 
MF Grant Last 

FW Lucas Pantelis 

FW 


Dylan McAllister 


Francisco Anderson Huaiquipan 
Castillo 


Rodolfo Alejandro Madrid Gonzalez 


Nicolas Martin Tagliani 31 


DF 
DF 
MF 
MF 
MF 
FW 


SUBSTITUTES 


IF Aaron Goulding 


FW Scott Tunbridge 
FW Alex Brosque 


Radomir "Ray" Sekulovski 


Marcelo Pablo Barticciotto Cicaré x 


Luis Ignacio Quinteros Gasset 


Mario Antonio Caceres Gomez 
Joel Antonio Reyes Zuniga 


Naum Sekulovski 


Marco Andrés Millape Arismendi 


Team Coa 


Matthew "Matt" McKa 


MF Laurence Drake 
DF Wayne Heath 


ch Frank Farina 


Team Coa 


Julio Martinez 


Vicente Rubén Principiano 


Claudio Andrés Bravo Mufioz 


GK 
ch 


Team Manager 


Referee 
[Assistant 
Assistant 


Referee 1 
Referee 2 


Team Manager 


2002.2 


Jaime Pizarro 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
4th. September 2002, Leverkusen, Germany 


Bayer 04 Leverkusen (Germany)..5 v. Australia U-23..3 
half time, Bayer 04 Leverkusen..2 v. Australia U-23..2 


ie Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
rosition Card Red Card substitution | No. | Position | Neme ‘minute, Card Red Card substitution 


START LIST 
MF Anel Dzaka 17 DF Adrian Madaschi 
CO 
DF ___[Petr Coupek DF ___ [Patrick Kisnorbo 
MF Tim Jerat MF Spase Dilevski 
MF David Miiller 46**** ME Scott McDonald 


MF Fabian Ewertz 


MF Oliver Dittrich 


MF Pascal Ojigwe 46*** 
Team Coach Frank Farina 
Team Manager 
Referee 


Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


2002.3 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
6th. September 2002, Bitburg, Germany 
SV Waldhof Mannheim (Germany)..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, SV Waldhof Mannheim..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


aig Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
mee i Card Red Card substitution | No. | Position | Neme ‘minute, Card Red Card substitution 


START LIST 


Spase Dilevski 
Richard Garcia 


Brett Holman 
Nicholas "Nick" Carle 


Mark Tsoirlas 


Team Coach Team Coach Frank Farina 
Team Manager [Team Manager 

Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 


(—— 
Assistant Referee 2 [ 


2002.4 


Date & Time 


2003 


Venue Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


29th. April 2003, 19.00 


Estadio Francisco Artés Carrasco, Lorca, Spain 


Spain U-21..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


6000 


No aaah 


Name 


Victor Valdés i Arribas 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


half time, Spain U-21..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Time of 


START LIST 


Goal 


Ne 
ame (minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK 
DF 


Oscar Mifiambres Pascual 
Asier del Horno Cosgaya 


46 GK___|Bradley "Brad" Jones 
71 DF David Tarka 


D 
D 
D 


Pablo Ibafiez Tebar 
Daniel "Dani" Tortolero Nufiez 


Joseba Arriaga Dosantos 


65 


a 
DF lain Fyfe 

PTs TMF [GarethEdds CT 

Po TM [Wayne Srhog 


IF 
iF 
iF 
IF 
IF 


Mi 
Mi 


Mikel Arteta Amatriain 


FW 


FW Jorge Larena Avellaneda Roig 
FW _ |Albert Riera Ortega 


Javier Garcia Portillo 


| 
| | )~—S MF ___[Arturo "Arzu" Garcia Mufioz 
| 
is 


MF Luke Wilkshire 
64 MF Ahmad Elrich 
46*** DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 


PT ao FW [Nicholas “Nick” Carle 


Po FW [Scott McDonald 
SUBSTITUTES 


GK 


José Manuel "Pepe" Reina Paez 


DF 


Juan Alberto "Melli" Andreu 
Alvarado 


Di 


iF 
| ——~«| ~—~dDF___ [Antonio Lopez Guerrero 


Daniel Jarque i Gonzalez 


Miguel Angel Garcia 
Pérez-Roldan "Corona" 


Richard Garcia 


MF 
| sd) FW___ [Joshua "Josh" Kenned, 


33 
57%, 85 


David Villa Sanchez 


Team Coach 


Rubén Gonzalez Rocha 
José Armando Ufarte Ventoso 


re 
64 MF Carl Valeri 
46** 
46°" 


Team Coach 


Team Manager 


| Team Manager 


Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


2003.1 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
10th. September 2003, 20.00 BJK Inénd Stadium, Istanbul, Turkey 10000 
Turkey U-21..2 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Turkey U-21..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


ie Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
position (minute) Card Rea cara} rimeet | wo. | Position | meme (minute) Card Red Card substitution 
START LIST 
oH Patrick Kisnorbo 
DE Jonathon McKain 37(og 
Po Shane Cansdell-Sherriff | 
a 
Luke Wilkshire 
Po [Wayne Srhof dT 


Po Alex Brosque 
Po [Richard Garcia 


FW Brett Holman 


SUBSTITUTES 


MF Carl Valeri 
Po FW ScottMcDonald 73* 
LF |Scott Tunbridge |__| 61 
Team Coach 
Team Manager 


ay 
Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 | 
Assistant Referee 2 


2003.2 


2004 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
7th. January 2004, 19.30 Members Equity Stadium, Perth, Western Australia 6117 


Australia U-23..1 v. Korea Republic U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..1 v. Korea Republic U-23..0 


Position Goal Time of : Position Goal Time of 


(minute) substitution (minute) substitution 


Eugene Galekovic GK Kim Young-Kwang 


DF Ljubo Milicevic (c ) DF Cho Sung-Hwan 
DF 
IF 


David Tarka Kim Jin-Kyu 
Shane Cansdell-Sherriff Mi Choi Won-Kwon 
Ahmad Elrich Kim Do-Heon 
Luke Wilkshire Kim Jung-Woo 
Carl Valeri Kim Dong-Jin 
Choi Tae-Uk 
Cho Jae-Jin 
Choi Sung-Kuk 


DF Kim Tae-Min 
DF___|Jonathan “Jon” McKain P| MF [Chun Jae-Woon | 
MF Spase Dilevski MF Park Kyu-Seon 

FW Ryan Griffiths FW Namkung Do 

MF Nicholas "Nick" Carle 

Team Coach Frank Farina Team Coach Kim Ho-Kon 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Eddie Lennie 

Assistant Referee 1 

Assistant Referee 2 


2004.1 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
10th. January 2004, 19.00 Perry Park, Brisbane, Queensland 


Brisbane Strikers..2 v. Australia U-23..2 
half time, 


Pe Goal Yellow Time of aaa Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) Red Card substitution fo. | Position Neme (minute) Card Red Card substitution 


START LIST 


GK Michael Turnball 
D 


IF Jade North 
DF Ljubo Milicevic (c 
ee 


DF Jonathan "Jon" McKain 


os 
MF Anthony Daze MF Anthony Danze 
Matt McKa 54 MF Spase Dilevski 

FW Brett Holman 


MF Carl Valeri 


FW Alex Brosque 71 
DF Michael Beauchamp 


a ee 
a ee 
MF Ahmad Elrich 
Anthony Pelikan 
Nicholas "Nick" Carle 


Stuart McLaren Team Coach Frank Farina 


Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Mark Shield 
Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


2004.2 


Oceania Football Confederation Olympic Qualifying Tournament, Group 1 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature 


14th. January 2004, 19.30 Marconi Oval, Bossley Park, Sydney, Overcast with some light rain 21C 
New South Wales 


Australia U-23..6 v. Samoa U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..1 v. Samoa U-23..0 
Goal Time of Position Goal Time of 
(minute) substitution : (minute) substitution 


START LIST 
GK ___|Eugene Galekovic G Pasi Schwalger 


5 K 7 
DF Jade North DF Filipo Bureta (c ) 
DF Ljubo Milicevic (c MF Peniamina Timo 
DF David Tarka 6 Kiwi Ruti Timo 
DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 10 MF Bevan Kapisi 
F — | 


Position 


MF Ahmad Elrich 
MF Carl Valeri 


loane loane 
Michael Toleafoa 


Luke Wilkshire M Penitito Tofi Tumua 


Ryan Griffiths Lolo Siliga Lui 
Alex Brosque Richmond Desmond Faaiuaso 
Brett Holman Ted Losi Sikovi 


DF 
Matthew McKay 
Dylan Macallister 
Michael Beauchamp 
Michael Thwaite 


Sakaria Fuimaono 
lupeli loane 

Joseph Kenny Hoeflich 
Afasene Tusitala 

loapo Ava 


[4 
5 
7 
8 
9 
Michael Turnball Otto Hunt 
19 


Nicholas "Nick" Carle Sio Togamoa 
Spase Dilevski 20 Fatuvalu Numia 
Team Coach Frank Farina Team Coach David Brand 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Peter O'Leary (New Zealand) 

Assistant Referee 1 |Paul Dunham (New Zealand) 

Assistant Referee 2 |Wayne Stapley (New Zealand) 


match report from The Age, 15/1/2004 

Samoa may have a penchant for the 15-man game but the Islanders did their best to avoid a rugby-like scoreline as the Olyroos clamoured to a 6-0 win at Marconi Stadium tonight. 

The Australian under-23 side was unconvincing in the opening match of its Olympic qualifying series, taking until the second half to shut out a team playing with 10 men from the 30th minute. 

Predictions of a scoreline to match some of those from the 2001 World Cup qualifiers - where the Socceroos bagged 66 goals in four matches - were unfounded with the home side clearly short on combination. 
"The finishing | thought was poor, some of the crossing was pretty poor," Olyroos coach Frank Farina said. 

I think we were too slack in the first half and to give them a bit of credit they were defending pretty well from some of the crosses that were coming in. 

The second half was a lot better - obviously playing against 10 men was a big advantage." 

The Olyroos missed a bevy of opportunities in the first half before laying on five goals in a 29 minute period during the second stanza. 

Parramatta Power midfielder Anmad Elrich scored a double and Marconi wunderkind Alex Brosque looked good in patches but, with just three international games in three years, the Olyroos looked rusty. 
Samoa's stacked defence showed few signs of opening up in the first half as Australia played a long ball game with little success. 

A number of chances went astray courtesy of sloppy finishing before Samoan defender Ted Losi Sikovi downed Luke Wilkshire in the area in the 26th minute. 

The Bristol City midfielder dusted himself off and made it 1-0 from the spot. 
But if the Australians thought the penalty goal would signal the end of the Islanders' resistance, they were in for quite a shock as it only seemed to stiffen their first half resolve. 

Even the 30th minute send off of Sikovi for an apparent elbow to the head of Brosque failed to perturb the Samoans as they held out an impotent Olyroos attack until the break. 

They were even a touch unlucky not to have levelled the scores after 40 minutes when Michael Toleafoa's well weighted chip from 25 metres hit the cross bar. 

Samoan coach David Brand said he was pleased with the result. 

"| know our people back home will be proud of that - that's the best scoreline ever a Samoan team's had against an Australian team," Brand said. 

‘Considering the last time a national team played Australia it was 11-0 , we've improved and we're going to continue to improve." 

In the night's earlier match Solomon Islands beat Papua New Guinea 4-2. 

The team that takes out the five-team series in Sydney is expected to play New Zealand in home and away matches later this month, with the winner qualifying for the Athens Olympics. 
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Oceania Football Confederation Olympic Qualifying Tournament, Group 1 
Date & Time Venue 


16th. January 2004, 17.00 Marconi Oval, Bossley Park, Sydney, Overcast, light rain and humid 1290 
New South Wales 


Australia U-23..9 v. Papua New Guinea U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..4 v. Papua New Guinea U-23..0 


Position Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
(minute) substitution ; (minute) Card substitution 


GK 
DF Jade North 55 

OF 
DF Jonathan "Jon" McKain 38 

DF Michael Thwaite 
MF Spase Dilevski Adrian Komu 
MF Nicholas "Nick" Carle Russell Inai 


MF Anthony Pelikan Armstrong Peka 
MF 
FW 


Alex Brosque « 17 Maurie Wasi 
Dylan Macallister Eric Komeng 


Elijah Sigamata 


David Tarka Abraham Enoch 
Matthew McKay Richard Sios 


Ryan Griffiths Nathaniel Pomat 
Brett Holman Selan Lelai 


Michael Beauchamp Chique Posman 
Frank Farina Team Coach Robert Popat 


Assistant Coach Stephen Mune 


Lencie Fred (Vanuatu) Team Manager John Davani 
Assistant Referee 1 | Tony Maltetamat (Vanuatu) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Tevita Vea (Tonga) 


match report from The Age, 17/1/2004 
Olyroos coach Frank Farina has conceded his team is underprepared despite a 9-0 win over Papua New Guinea in an Olympic Games Oceania qualifying match at Marconi Stadium last night. 

Farina admitted the two practice matches played against South Korea and National Soccer League team Brisbane were not enough for six qualifying matches ahead of the Athens Olympic Games in August. 

"You don't have to be a brain surgeon to know that," Farina said. "It's probably the worst prepared team going into the qualifiers." 

The Australians are likely to play New Zealand in a home-and-away final qualifying round series, starting on Australia Day at Parramatta Stadium. 

The Kiwis, meanwhile, have been cruising through qualifying in Auckland with an 11-0 demolition of American Samoa last night and a 9-3 thrashing of Tonga on Wednesday. 

While Farina was forthright in talking about his team's lack of preparation, he was very tight-lipped when he was asked about his future as the national coach. 

Farina said he was not worried about his tenure if the Olyroos failed to get beyond the second round at the Olympics. 

"You are asking the wrong person," he said. "You have to ask my bosses." 

Farina was reasonably happy with the Olyroos' nine-goal rout, which he rated better than Wednesday night's 6-0 win over Samoa. 

"We just finished better," he said. "It's always difficult to maintain that go-forward momentum. Teams can fall into the trap of falling down a level, but | was pretty pleased they maintained it for 80 minutes." 

The Olyroos led 4-0 at half-time after goals to Dylan MacAllister, Ahmad Elrich, Jonathan McKain and Spase Dilevski before five second-half goals sealed a convincing win. 

Marconi midfielder Nick Carle scored back-to-back goals in the 67th and 74th minutes. MacAllister also scored a double, in the seventh and 64th minutes. Olympic Sharks defender Jade North scored a long-range 
goal in the 64th minute, and Melbourne Knight Anthony Pelikan scored his maiden goal for his country in the 75th minute. 

The Olyroos play the Solomon Islands on Tuesday at Marconi Stadium before hosting Fiji at the same ground on Thursday. 
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Oceania Football Confederation Olympic Qualifying Tournament, Group 1 
Date & Time Venue Attendance 


20th. January 2004, 19.30 Marconi Oval, Bossley Park, Sydney, Overcast and warm 
New South Wales 


Australia U-23..5 v. Solomon Islands U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..2 v. Solomon Islands U-23..0 


age Goal Yellow Time of aa Goal Yellow Time of 
Position . Position 


(minute) substitution (minute) substitution 


GK 
DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff Dick Ngota 
OF 
DF David Tarka Jerry Sam 
Brett Holman 34 MF Alick Maemae 
Luke Wilkshire 60(pk) MF Vivian Wickham 
Alex Brosque Fw George Abba 
Henry Samuel Luito'o Fa‘arodo 
Junior 
Jack Wasi 


Jeffrey Aruhe 


Tome Faisi 
Ryan Griffiths Simon Sau 


Michael Beauchamp Michael Misitana 
Michael Thwaite Kidston Billy Olomani 
17 MF ___|Anthony Pelikan Clifford Huta 
Benjamin Mela 
19 MF Nicholas "Nick" Carle Marshall Hiro 
Spase Dilevski MF __|Lency Saeni 
Frank Farina Team Coach Matai Vave 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Derek Rugg (New Zealand) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Paul Dunham (New Zealand) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Wayne Stapley (New Zealand) 


match report from The Age, 21/1/2004 
Another expected Melanesian mauling failed to materialise at Marconi Stadium last night as Australia struggled to shake off the Solomon Islands 5-0 in their Olympic Games qualifying match. 

While the Olyroos did enough to ensure a draw against Fiji on Thursday would see them through to the Oceania home-and-away final - against New Zealand or Vanuatu - there wasn't a great deal to brag about. 
Ordinary crossing, feeble finishing and a lack of imagination were the key elements for the Australian under-23s, which have failed to inspire in this tournament. 

The most diabolical penalty given away in recent memory - a 62nd-minute push to the back of Ryan Griffiths by Solomon Islands defender Jack Wasi as the ball was headed out - inflated the score by one. 
Midfielder Luke Wilkshire gleefully took the penalty attempt but it was a sad fact that it was to be his personal highlight for the evening. 

Captain Ljubo Milicevic had a night he'd like to forget, frequently giving away the ball and almost stumbling over his feet on several occasions in defence. 

The four regulation goals the Olyroos scored were thanks to an abundance of possession but the fumbling home side should have doubled the final margin. 

Substitute Griffiths' goal (73 minutes) and a crisp header by Shane Cansdell-Sherriff (92 minutes) suggested the Australians did it easy but against better opposition this side will struggle. 

Coach Frank Farina concurred. "It wasn't the most pleasing performance from my perspective," he said. "We'll have to set our standards much higher against Fiji - they are a physical side." 

In last night's earlier match, Fiji confirmed its match against Australia would prove the decider by downing Samoa 4-0. 


Meanwhile, Vanuatu has set the scene for an intriguing finish in the Oceania B pool in Auckland, downing America Samoa 8-0. The size of the win means the Islanders only have to draw host New Zealand in the final 
pool match to qualify for the home-and-away final. 
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Oceania Football Confederation Olympic Qualifying Tournament, Group 1 
Date & Time Venue 


Marconi Oval, Bossley Park, Sydney, 
22nd. January 2004, 19.30 New South Wales 3735 


Australia U-23..6 v. Fiji U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..2 v. Fiji U-23..0 


Goal Yellow Time of Position Goal Yellow Time of 
(minute) Card substitution Z (minute) substitution 


START LIST 
GK 
OF 
DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff MF Luke Vidovi 
6 DF David Tarka MF Pene Erenio 


Position 


MF Luke Wilkshire 
Alex Brosque 
Dylan Macallister 78, 87, 89 


Ahmad Elrich 


MF Ratu Veresa Toma (c ) 
FW Osea Vakatalesau 
DF Taniela Evo Waqa 

MF Salesh Kumar 


6 
7 
| 9 | FW_ [Brett Holman 6, 54 | 9 ~=| = MF __|Thomas Vulivuli 
10 
14 
13 


Ryan Griffiths 
DF Michael Beauchamp 


DF Michael Thwaite 12 FW Esala Ali 

MF Anthony Pelikan 16 MF Petero Dauniseka 

GK Michael Turnball 17 DF Samuela Vuluma Vula 
ME 

[20 | GK__|AfrozNabi_ SSCL SCC”? 


Team Coach Frank Farina Team Coach Tony Buesnel 


PO Team Manager 
Neil Fox (New Zealand) 
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Oceania Football Confederation Olympic Qualifying Tournament, Play-off, 1st.Leg 
Venue 


Parramatta Stadium, Parramatta, New South Wales 


Australia U-23..2 v. New Zealand U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..0 v. New Zealand U-23..0 


Yellow Time of ae 
Red Card substitution | no. | Position 


START LIST 


Date & Time 
26th. January 2004, 16.50 


Goal 
(minute) 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 


Card Red Card 


Position Name 


Time of 
substitution 


GK 


Rupesh Puna 


Eugene Galekovic Glen Moss 


Jade North 


DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 
DF Ljubo Milicevic (c ) 16 


DF 
DF Steven Old (c) 
Luke Wilkshire DF James Pritchett 
F 7 
MF 


MF Timothy Brown 


FW 


Brett Holman 


Leonida "Leo" Bertos 


59 


Alex Brosque 


71 


Brent Fisher 


Dylan Macallister 


FW 
FW 
FW 


61 


Neil Jones 


1 
ial 

6 

15 
| 8 | mM David Mulligan 

7 

10 

17 


——— oe 
Ahmad Elrich EE 
— 


SUBSTITUTES 
DF 
MF 


Jonathan "Jon" McKain 76 


Matthew McKay 


Steven Turner 


Tariq Imam 


Ryan Griffiths FW Shane Smeltz 


Matthew Adams 


DF Michael Wilson 
Allan Pearoe 


Jarrod Smith 


Michael Beauchamp 


Michael Thwaite 
Anthony Pelikan 


GK Michael Turnball 


MF Nicholas "Nick" Carle Jason Hayne 


Tamati Williams 
Ricki Herbert 


MF Spase Dilevski 


Frank Farina 


Team Manager 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Charles Ariotima (Tahiti) 


match report from The Sydney Morning Herald, 26/1/2004 

The Olyroos are on track to qualify for the Athens Olympics after downing New Zealand 2-0 in the first leg of their Oceania play-off soccer series at Parramatta Stadium today. 

The Australian under 23s dominated for much of the match but it took two goals in the final 13 minutes to give the Olyroos some breathing space going into Friday's return leg in Auckland. 
The introduction of attacking midfielder Nick Carle in the 62nd minute proved a turning point for the home side which did everything but score in the opening 76 minutes. 

Substitute defender Jonathan McKain, who came on for injured captain Ljubo Milicevic after 16 minutes scored the opener from point blank range after a kick through in the goal square by Brett Holman. 
The decisive goal came six minutes later after good lead-up work by Carle was finished by pacey midfielder Ahmad Elrich who crunched home a goal from 10 metres out. 

But the home side should have won by a rugby score after having three shots hit the crossbar, a grab bag were missed at close range and two penalties were not awarded in the first half. 
Referee Charles Ariiotima contributed to a goalless first stanza was some ordinary decisions. 

Striker Dylan Macallister had his shirt pulled by defender Rupesh Puna in the box after 27 minutes while Holman's progress was impeded four minutes from halftime by Timothy Brown. 
AUSTRALIA 2 (Jonathan McKain 77m, Ahmad Elrich 84m) bt NEW ZEALAND 0 at Parramatta Stadium. 

Referee: Charles Ariiotima. 

Crowd: 7,000 approx. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature 
30th. January 2004, 19.30 North Harbour Stadium, Auckland, New Zealand [| 3000” 


New Zealand U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, New Zealand U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


oy Goal Yellow Time of a Goal Yellow Time of 
Position Name ‘minute, Red, Card substitution | no. | Position: Name ‘minute, Card Red Card substitution 


START LIST 

Ce 
Rupesh Puna 

DF Steven Old (c 

a ee 

ee 

82 

66 


GK___|Eugene Galekovic 80 
DF 


Jade North 


Andrew Boyens 


Leonida "Leo" Bertos 
David Mulligan 


Brent Fisher 


Neil Jones Alex Brosque 
Shane Smeltz Nicholas "Nick" Carle 
Timothy Brown Brett Holman 


SUBSTITUTES 
Ljubo Milicevic 


| a 
Tariq Imam Matthew McKay 
Shane Smeltz Ryan Griffiths 
Matthew Adams Dylan Macallister 
Michael Wilson Michael Beauchamp 
= = 


DF |. i 

MF Ahmad Elrich 

MF Luke Wilkshire 69 
F 7 
WwW 

MF 


Mi Carl Valeri 


Fi 


DF David Tarka 
DF Jonathan "Jon" McKain 
ey es 
ae ey 
59 


2 
| 3 | DF [Shane Cansdell-Sherriff | TC 
10 
14 
19 


James Pritchett Michael Thwaite 


Allan Pearoe Anthony Pelikan 
Jarrod Smith Michael Turnball 
Tamati Williams Spase Dilevski 
Team Coach Ricki Herbert Team Coach Frank Farina 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Leone Rikaroi (Fiji) 

Assistant Referee 1 

Assistant Referee 2 


match report copied from www.ultimatenzsoccer.com 

The OlyRoos, Australia’s Under-23 soccer team, will be Oceania’s representatives at the 2004 Athens Olympics in August after scoring a 3-1 aggregate victory over New Zealand’s OlyWhites in the Confederation’s 
two-legged play-off, but the vanquished side certainly make their conquerors work hard for their tickets at North Harbour Stadium on January 30. 

Trailing 2-0 from the first leg, the OlyWhites had a sizable task on their hands before a ball had been kicked in the second leg of the play-off, but they showed enough in the 1-1 draw to indicate that had a more 
positive approach been taken in Sydney four days earlier, things might have turned out a little differently. 

The early exchanges, however, suggested that the OlyRoos were keen to carry on from where they left off at Parramatta Stadium. Nick Carle, whose performance as a substitute in that match saw him earn a starting 
berth in this encounter, was first to pull the trigger, firing over the crossbar in the fourth minute before, seconds later, combining with Brett Holman to slip Luke Wilkshire into the penalty area. 

Australia’s stand-in captain quickly came to grief - by foul means or fair was unclear - with the OlyWhites quickly sweeping downfield, led by Tony Lochhead. His clipped pass found Neil Jones lurking between 
hesitant defenders, but the lanky striker’s touch lacked precision and quality. 

The OlyWhites’ target man, whose obsession with making his physical presence felt in the first leg had been to the detriment of his prime reason for being on the park - scoring goals, looked to right that wrong in the 
seventh minute, but his twenty-yard grasscutter was smothered by OlyRoos goalkeeper, Eugene Galekovic. 

Play settled down after this initial flurry, with inaccurate passing often the bane of both teams as they looked to construct promising moves. Come the twenty-minute mark, though, the OlyRoos looked to be in for the 
kill, Carle having slipped Brett Holman into a gap with a slide-rule pass. 

But Andy Boyens’ timely tackle thwarted the striker in his shooting stride, and the defender was soon to make his mark again with another interception. Carle again was the agitator, his probing run creating an 
opening which saw him whip in a low cross to the far post, Alex Brosque the target. 

But Boyens stepped in to mop up the danger - the tall defender was rock-solid throughout this OlyWhites display, and proved it again just shy of the half-hour mark, blocking a Holman shot after Wilkshire’s reverse 
pass had opened up the home team’s defence on the right. 

On the half-hour, the best chance of the match thus far came to pass. Five minutes after Galekovic had saved at the feet of the charging Jones - Boyens and Lochhead had combined to prise open Australia’s defence, 
Carle and Brosque did exactly that at the other end of the park, the former providing a gem of a return pass for the latter to capitalise upon. But Brosque’s shot lacked accuracy, the midfielder’s effort flashing past the 
far post with Glen Moss beaten. 

The resulting goal-kick saw the OlyWhites respond with their best chance of the game to date, and a polished move it was. Shane Smeltz, the lone change to the OlyWhites’ line-up from that which took the field in 
Sydney, made in-roads on the left flank before clipping in a delightful cross to Tim Brown. 

The midfielder played a neat one-two with Jones before slipping Brent Fisher into the penalty area, but from twelve yards, the striker lifted the ball a foot over the crossbar, with the advancing Galekovic beaten all ends 
up by his volleyed effort. 
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Jones snatched at a volley five minutes later, as did Smeltz in the shadows of half-time, after Galekovic had flapped at a cross from Rupesh Puna. His opposite number, Jade North, had gone close in between times, 
guiding a Brosque free-kick wide of the post to ensure the first half ended scoreless, although it wasn’t for the want of trying by both teams. 

With just forty-five minutes left to score the goals that could get them to Athens, the OlyWhites gave themselves the perfect start to the second spell, opening the scoring six minutes into it. 

The move which led to the goal oozed quality. The probing runs of Leo Bertos down the right in the first spell had caused a few problems for the OlyRoos, and when Steven Old sent him rampaging down that flank 
once more in the 51st minute, his marker, Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, was still in the starting blocks, the midfielder having come short then sharply doubled back to leave his opponent wondering which way he’d gone. 
Bertos’ sleight of foot left a gaping hole into which he charged, latching onto Old’s through ball in an instant. David Tarka was never going to get across in time to cover his AWOL team-mate, meaning Bertos had time 
aplenty to deliver quality. He duly did so, picking out Smeltz, who gleefully steered home the goal which got the 2400 paying crowd to their feet, the scent of Australian blood firmly in their nostrils. 

Within minutes, Bertos - without question New Zealand's star turn on the night - found Galekovic behind his goalbound drive, but the ‘keeper was beaten all ends up on the hour, as the OlyWhites went for the jugular. 
Bertos was again involved, this time releasing Fisher into the space behind Cansdell-Sherriff. The striker timed his run superbly to evade the offside trap, and whipped in a cross which found Jones arriving on cue, six 
yards out and with the goal at his mercy. 
It had been drizzling in Auckland throughout the day, and the North Harbour Stadium surface had taken its share of the droplets. But not enough had fallen to soften the ground enough, for Jones’ downward header 
bounced off the turf and, incredibly, over the crossbar - an unbelievable miss, and a let-off of massive proportions for Australia. 

Had the ball gone on, it would have made the scores level on aggregate, and set up a grandstand finish in the latest tussle between the undoubted super-powers of Oceania soccer. 

That it didn’t seemed to take a touch of the fire out of New Zealand’s flurries, enough for Australia to pinch a tackle here, intercept a pass there ... such as in the 63rd minute, when an interception on half-way by 
Wilkshire saw the OlyRoos captain play a sharp one-two with substitute Dylan MacAllister before raiding down the right and into the penalty area. His low cross was cleared by the combined efforts of Old and 
Boyens, but the danger signs were evident. 
Fortune favoured Australia in the 65th minute, as a David Mulligan corner struck an OlyRoos defender and bounced into the hands of the grateful Galekovic. The tables were turned at the other end of the park seconds 
later, as Moss, incredibly, directed a clearance against the closing figure of MacAllister. The rebound favoured the OlyWhites goalkeeper on this occasion. 

Old and Jones then combined to create an opening for substitute Allan Pearce - his looping header arced narrowly wide, before Brown and Wilkshire nearly came to blows as the Australians resorted to time-wasting 
tactics in an effort to frustrate their fired-up opponents, and rouse Fijian referee Leone Rakaroi into positive action - his was an evening of decision-making which ranged from the wonderful to the weird, and all points 

in between!! 
The goal which scuppered the OlyWhites’ hopes of a ringside seat at world sport's quadrennial gathering materialised in the 72nd minute. It was a well-taken strike, too, Anmad Elrich’s crossfield ball finding 
substitute Ryan Griffiths storming inside his marker, Puna. 

The newcomer took the ball in his stride and deftly slipped it home through the legs of the advancing Moss, much to the delight of his OlyRoos team-mates, and the despair of opponents who, in an instant, had gone 
from needing to score one goal to at least force extra-time, to having to score three goals in eighteen minutes to win the match. 

With the wind taken from their sails, the OlyWhites initially struggled to recover their rhythm. They eventually did so, but while it was too late to change the outcome of the two-legged play-off, the match - and a moral 
victory - was there to be won, and they went for it with gusto. 

Brown’s rasping twenty-five yarder brought the best out of Galekovic, but the ‘keeper was unable to hold the shot. James Pritchett - a late substitute - closed on the ball, but North won the race to stave off the threat 
of a second OlyWhites goal three minutes from time. 

Awild volley from Pearce failed to occupy the scoreboard operator’s attention seconds later, but he may have been called into action had MacAllister’s headed effort - following a delightful move featuring Carle, 
Wilkshire and the overlapping run of Jon McKain - not grazed the crossbar in stoppage time. 

A late Australian winner would have been something of a travesty, given the OlyWhites’ efforts, which were far superior and more attractive to watch compared to the defence-oriented display just four days earlier. 
Had they shown the same level of self-belief in getting a result in Sydney as they did in Auckland ... 

That attribute is something which no Australian worth their salt is ever found short of! And once again, it has done that country’s soccer stars proud, this time in the form of their Under-23 combination. 

The OlyRoos will carry that belief with them to Athens and beyond, while the OlyWhites, and the soccer public of New Zealand, will once again look on with a mix of envy, frustration and admiration at their 
trans-tasman rivals, and yet again wonder what might have been. 

OlyWhites:- Moss; Puna, Boyens, Old, Lochhead; Bertos (Pritchett, 85), Brown (booked, 69), Mulligan; Smeltz (Pearce, 67), Jones (Smith, 72), Fisher 

OlyRoos:- Galekovic (booked, 79); North, McKain, Tarka, Cansdell-Sherriff; Elrich (Dilevski, 80), Valeri, Wilkshire (booked, 69), Brosque (Griffiths, 59); Carle, Holman (MacAllister, 52) 

Referee:- Leone Rakaroi (Fiji) 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature 
30th. March 2004, Panthessaliko Stadium, Volos, Greece a eT CR 
Greece U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Greece U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


aa Goal Yellow Time of na Goal Yellow Time of 
postion meme (minute) Red Card substitution | no. | Position Neme (minute) Card iseaesibe substitution 


START LIST 
GK Georgios Ambaris 46 
DF Loukas Vyntra 

DF Panagiotis Lagos 


DF Evangelos "Vangelis" Moras 


DF Spyridon "Spyros" Vallas 


DF Aris Galanopoulos 
MF Giannis Taralidis 90+2 


GK Bradley "Brad" Jones 
DF Patrick Kisnorbo 

DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 
D Jonathan "Jon" McKain 


iF 
IF Adrian Madaschi 


D f i ae en 
nF Senee Diag |} a 
MF Spase Dilevski 88 
IF 76 
55 
72 
65 
88 
55 
72 
76 


m2) 
i) 


NI} [2]e 
it 


Mi Luke Wilkshire 
Brett Holman 
Dylan Macallister 
Alex Brosque 


Anthony Pelikan 

Nicholas "Nick" Carle 

Scott McDonald 

Gareth Edds 

Ryan Griffiths a 


Georgios Fotakis 

Anestis Agritis 

loannis Amanatidis 

Dimitrios "Dimitris" Salpingidis 


60" 
84* 
72* 
SUBSTITUTES 


NIQ] ola} a 
iM 


| 


Pantelis Kapetanos 
Nikolaos Mitrou 
Dimosthenis Manousakis 
Team Coach Stratos Apostolakis Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Adrian Casa (Malta, 


Georgios Ambaris is also shown as Georgios Abaris, loannis Amanatidis is also shown as Giannis Amanatidis 


Kleopas Giannou 
Efthimios Kouloucheris 
Christos Karipidis 
Fanouris Goundoulakis 
— 


match report from Greek Soccer 

H E@€vikrh) Oudda KdTw Twv 23 etwv avadeixOnke iodTraAn xwpic TEepUaTa YE THY avTioToIxn TNS AUOTPAAIAG, OTO PIAIKO ayWVa TroU digEhXOn oTO NavOecoaAikd Xtdd10 BOAou. O! Traiktes Tou ZTpdTOU ATTOOTOAGKN Eixav 
Tov €AEYXO OTN HEYAAUTEPN SIGpKEIA TOU ayWva, WOTdGO SnYIOUPyNoav AiyEes KAAEG PAOEIS HTTPOOTA OTNHV avTiTTaAN EoTia, AOYW TNS TIOAU KAANS AYUVTIKNS TrApOUGIAS TwWV PIADgevoULEvwv. H KAAUTEPN OTIYHN TNS 
ouddac htav oto 37°: O LadTyyidng Tépace Thv UTTGAG oTov Ayavatidn, aAAG To CouT Tou TeAEUTAIOU APXIKA XTUTINGE OTO T1651 TOU AUOTPAAOU YKOAKiTTEp KAI OTN GUVEXEIA OTO SoKApI. ZTO 89’ o Tapadidns 
TIPAYHATOTIOINGE EVTUTTWOIAKH ATOUIKN EVEPYEIA, TO COUT, GUWG, Trou ETTIXEI|PNOE ATTO TO UWOS TNS WEYGANGS Treploxi|s KATEANSE Gout. 

MadAtota, 0 idiog traiktng aTTOBANANKE OTIC KABUOTEPNOEIC TOU ayWva Yid ETTIKiVoUVO PdoOUA OTOV KiovopyTTO. 

O Xtpatog ATrooToAdKNs ETE TH AMEN Tou aywva TIPOEBN OTNV akOAOUBN ShAWOnN: «HTav éva TIOAU KAAO TEOT yia Was. H Avotpadia eival pia Suvatr opdda. Eixaye tn Suvatotnta va SoKidoouyE apkeToUsG 
Trodoogaipiotés Kal Sidpopa OuoTHYATA, o€ Eva yrTTEd5oO Trou Ba ayWVIOTOUHE Kal TO KAaAOKGipI. Eiyal ikavoTroinuévoc até Thv aTTdd00N Twv TraikTWwv. Tov ATrpiAio 8a SwoouyE Uo MIAIKG aku, YE laTTWvid Kal 
Tepyavia kai 6a €xouuEe THV euKalpia va SouyE véa Traldid, Trou iows ETTopécouv va BonBroouv Thv oudda. MdAlota, oTov eTTOUEVO aywva Ba EXOUE OTN SIGBEor WAS TOdoO~aiploTés pEyaAUTEpNS NAIKiacg». 

Tov aywva TrapakoAou@noav Trepitrou 4000 Beatéc. 

Ataitnts: Avtpiav Kaoa (MdATa) 

EdAdda: Autrapns (46° Fidvvou) — Buvtpa (60° KouAouxépns), Aayoc, Mopac, BaAdAag (84° Kaputtidn¢), Tapadidnc, FadavottouAog (60° FouvdouAaKn¢), PwraKkngs (72° MeAioodc), Aypitns (60° Kattetavoc I1.), 
Auavatidng (84° Mrtpou), Zadtyyidng (72° Mavouodkns) 

Auotpadia: T@éouv¢ - Kiovoputio, KavotreA, Makéiv, Mavtdoxi, Badepi, NtiAépoxi (89° NeAikav), XOAuav (57° KapA), MakaAiotep (72° Mak NtévaAvt), FouiAKodip (76° Evtc), Mitpdoxe (66’ Tkpigi8) 


2004.10 


a loose translation is:- 

The National Under 23 team had a scoreless draw with Australia, in the friendly match held in Panthessalian Volos Stadium. Stratos Apostolakis said his players were in control for most of the match, but created few 
good chances in front of the goal, because of the very good defence of the guests. The best moment for the team came in the 37th minute. Salpingidis passed the ball to Amanatidis, but his early shot hit the leg of 
the Australian goalkeeper and then the post. In the 89th minute Taralidis made an impressive individual play, but his shot from the edge of the area went wide. 

The same player was also sent off in injury time of the match for a dangerous foul on Kisnorbo. 

Stratos Apostolakis after the end of the match made the following statement. "It was a very good test for us. Australia is a strong team. We were able to try several different players and systems in a stadium where 
we will play in the summer. | am satisfied with the performance of players. In April we will have two friendlies, with Japan and Germany, and this was an opportunity to see young kids who might be able to help the 
team. Indeed, in the next match older players will be available to us." 

The match was attended by about 4,000 spectators. 

Referee: Adrian Casa (Malta) 

Greece: Amparis (46° Giannou), Vyntra (60° Koulouchéris), Lagés, Moras, Vallas (84° Karipidis), Taralidis, Galandpoulos (60° Goundoulakis), Fotakis (72° Melissas), Agritis (60° Kapetanos P.), Amanatidis (84° Mitrou), 
Salpingidis (72’ Manousakis) 

Australia: Jones, Kisnorbo, Cansdell, McKain, Madaschi, Valeri, Dilevski (89 Pelikan), Holman (57 Carle), MacAllister (72 McDonald), Wilkshire (76 Edds), Brosque (66 Griffiths) 


2004.11 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature 
28th. April 2004, Stade Mustapha Ben Jannet, Monastir, Tunisia 


Tunisia U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Tunisia U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


ian Goal Yellow Time of iy Goal Yellow Time of 
ne Position ‘minute, Red, Card substitution | No. | Position: Name ‘minute, Card Red Card substitution 
START LIST 


Bradley "Brad" Jones 
Jade North 


D 
D Patrick Kisnorbo 
D Adrian Madaschi 

Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 


iF 
iF 
iF 
DF 
MF ___|Ahmad Elrich 
MF ___|Carl Valeri 
IF 
MF 


13 


Mi Gareth Edds 


Luke Wilkshire 
FW Alex Brosque 
Dylan Macallister 


Spase Dilevski 
Frederick "Fred" Agius 
Nicholas "Nick" Carle 
Ryan Griffiths 


Team Coach 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 

Assistant Referee 2 


match report from Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 24, Number 1186, 4/5/2004, page 5 

The Australian Under-23s (Olympic team) suffered a 1-0 defeat against Tunisia in their match played in Monastir, Tunisia played last Wednesday evening. 

Despite dominating play and having the majority of scoring chances, the Australians were unable to convert in front of goal and were unable to equalise after the home side scored after 13 minutes. 

The goal coming after an Australian corner was cleared and with the Tunisians breaking quickly upfield, a long diagonal ball was played into the penalty area appeared to have been intercepted by Gareth Edds. 
Edds' header however back to goalkeper Brad Jones was intercepted allowing the Tunisians to score with ease past the exposed Jones. 

Aside from the goal Australia dominated possession in the first half and Patrick Kisnorbo headed narrowly over the crossbar in the 37th minute. The best chance for Australia came late in the half when Alex Brosque 
dispossessed a defender, dribbled past another and slotted the ball through for Luke Wilkshire whose shot was blocked inside the penalty area. 

Australia won a half a dozen corners in the half with Brad Jones a virtual spectator. 

The second half was much like the first with Australia dominating but with limited chances to score. 

A typically mazy run from Nick Carle saw the ball layed off to Wilkshire whose shot was deflected just wide of goal. In the 70th minute a free-kick was played into the box by Wilkshire with Dylan Macallister's 
angled shot flashing narrowly wide. 

The loss is the first for the Australians in nine games since a defeat against Turkey in Istanbul last September. The Tunisian side qualified for the 2004 Olympic Games last month after topping their group ahead of 
African heavyweights Senegal, Nigeria and Egypt. 

The senior team recently won the 2004 African Cup of Nations when, as the host nation, they defeated Morocco 2-1 in the final. 

Australian Under 23 coach Frank Farina, while obviously disappointed to lose against Tunisia, believes the match was an invaluable exercise as preparations continue for the 2004 Athens Olympic Games. 

"| got a lot out of the game to be totally honest," said Farina from Tunis. 

"| said to the players prior to the match, opportunities for some of them will be few and far between, so they have to take them. These games, we are either putting lines through people's names or putting it under 
them." 

With Tunisia having also qualified for the Olympics through what was the toughest African qualifying group, Farina said the game was a good indicator of how the team is progressing. 

"Tunisia is a very handy side, so it was a good indicator as to where we are at. I'm pretty confident with where we are at the moment, although I think there is a lot of improvement to come." 

"Hopefully by the time August comes around we will be ready both mentally and physically." 

Several players put their hands up for a place in the final 18 squad that will be chosen by Farina for the Olympics, with the Socceroo coach saying while there were no real standouts, Scottish-based defenders 
Adrian Madaschi and Patrick Kisnorbo were very solid, while captain Luke Wilkshire was another singled out by Farina for a solid performance, despite playing in a slightly different role in this game. 

Farina also confirmed they are in discussions with a number of countries to play games, while a squad of 20 home-based players will go immediately into camp at the Australian Institute of Sport for two weeks to 
keep fitness levels up. 

The men's football tournament at the 2004 Athens Olympic Games will be held between 11 August and 28 August 2004, with the tournament due to be staged on 9 June 2004. 

Australian line-up: Jones, North, Kisnorbo, Madaschi, Cansdell-Sherriff, Elrich (Dilevski 70'), Valeri (Agius 84'), Edds (Carle 46'), Brosque (Griffiths 70"), Macallister, Wilkshire. 


2004.12 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
23rd. June 2004, Stade Communale, Yverdon-les-Bains, Switzerland 


Yverdon-Sports (Switzerland)..2 v. Australia U-23..5 
half time, Yverdon-Sports..2 v. Australia U-23..3 
Goal Time of Goal Time of 


. Position 
(minute) substitution (minute) substitution 


Position 


Bradley "Brad" Jones 
D Jade North 


iF 
DF Adrian Madaschi 
MF Ahmad Elrich 17, 55 
MF John Wayne Srhoj 


MF Luke Wilkshire (c 
Mi Spase Dilevski 


IF 
FW ___|Brett Holman 
Alex Brosque 35, 50 


DF Michael Thwaite 
FW Ryan Griffiths 
MF 


Carl Valeri 

Nicholas "Nick" Carle 
Anthony Danze 

Team Coach Team Coach Frank Farina 

Team Manager Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from The Age, 24/6/2004. 

The Australian Olyroos have opened their Swiss tour with a 5-2 win over second division club Yverdon-Sport at Stade Communale near the Swiss Alps. 

A pair of goals from Parramatta's Ahmad Elrich and Marconi's Alex Brosque sealed the win for the Under 23 tourists. 

The home side took the lead in the 14th minute after Australian defender Shane Cansdell-Sherriff handled the ball to concede a penalty which was converted by the Swiss team. 

Elrich equalised three minutes later with Brosque sending the Qantas Socceroo through to put a left-foot shot into the top corner. 

Further goals came to the visitors before half-time with Jade North controlling a cross and laying it into the path of Cansdell-Sherriff who powered home from close range. 

Brosque then scored his first after good build up play from Wayne Srhoj and Brett Holman. 

Yverdon-Sport got their second on the stroke of half-time when a mix-up between North and Jon McKain resulted in an easy goal to the home side. 

Substitute Carl Valeri made an immediate impact after coming on the second half winning the ball in midfield and putting Brosque away who rounded a defender before slotting home Australia's fourth goal. 
The final score came in the 55th minute with Elrich taking the ball down the right flank before cutting inside and smashing home a powerful drive from outside the penalty box. 


2004.13 


match report from Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 24, Number 1194, 29/6/2004, page 5 

The Olyroos opened their two-match Swiss tour in fine style following a come from behind 5-2 win over Swiss second division outfit Yverdon Sport, with Ahmed Elrich and Alex Brosque both bagging two goals. 
The visitors were pushed in the first half and in fact found themselves a goal down after just 14 minutes. 

Australian defender Shane Cansdell-Sherriff conceded a penalty with a handball, which was duly converted by the host's. 

The lead lasted just three minutes when Brosque fed Elrich who unleashed a thunderous left-foot shot into the top corner. 

Cansdell-Sherriff made up for his earlier discretion with the visitors' second goal on 29 minutes. Jade North was the provider with a clam control from a cross and lay-off into the path of Cansdell-Sherriff who powered 
home from close range. 

Wayne Srhoj and Brett Holman set up the third goal of the half just six minutes later, good lead-up work by the duo allowing Brosque to extend the lead. 

The hosts pushed late in the half and were rewarded on the stroke of half-time when a mix-up between North and Jon McKain resulted in a gift goal for Yverdon and a 3-2 scoreline after 45 minutes. 

The Aussies responded after the break with a relentless attacking display and were rewarded with two goals within 10 minutes of the restart. 

Second-half substitute Carl Valeri made an immediate impact, winning the ball in midfield before passing to Brosque who calmly rounded a defender before slotting home in the 50th minute. 

Elrich was not to be outdone and also bagged a brace, his second a brilliant solo effort. 

After taking the ball down the right flank, Elrich cut inside before smashing home a powerful drive from outside the penalty box to round out the scoring. 

Australia 5 (Elrich 17' 55". Cansdell-Sherriff 29", Brosque 35' 50') Yverdon-Sport 2. 

Line-up: Brad Jones (gk), Jade North, Jon McKain, Adrian Madaschi (Michael Thwaite 69'), Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, Anmad Elrich (Ryan Griffiths 63"), Wayne Srhoj (Carl Valeri 46"), Luke Wilkshire (capt) (Nick 
Carle 63'), Spase Dilevski, Brett Holman (Anthony Danze 63'), Alex Brosque. 


2004.14 


Date & Time 


26th. June 2004, 


No. Position 


Florent Delay 


Venue 
Saint-Leonard Stadium, Fribourg, Switzerland 


START LIST 


oe | 
Neuchatel Xamax FCS (Switzerland)..0 v. Australia U-23..2 
half time, Neuchatel Xamax FCS..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Goal Yellow Time of Fe 
(minute) Red Card substitution | no. | Rositon 


Name 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 


seabed substitution 


Steve von Bergen 


GK Eugene Galekovic 
DF Jade North 
DF 


Jonathan "Jon" McKain 


Julien Cordonnier 
Eddy Barea 


Mounir Soufiani 


Joel Griffiths 


N 
zn 


Di 


Adrian Madaschi 


iF 
IF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 


Sébastien Zambaz 
Xavier Margairaz 


46"* 


Mi 


Luke Wilkshire 


D 
MF Ahmad Elrich 
MF Carl Valeri 

IF 


Christophe Maraninchi 


46°, 79 


MF 


Spase Dilevski 


Mobulu M'Futi 


46° 


Brett Holman 


Samuel Ojong 


Jérémy Pauchard 


46% 
SUBSTITUTES 


FW 
FW 


Alex Brosque 


John Wayne Srhoj 


Julien lelsch 


Ryan Griffiths 


Raphaél Nuzzolo 


Nicholas "Nick" Carle 


ae ae 
FW 
FW 
FW 


iK 
DF 
DF 
DF 
DF 
MF 
MF 
MF 
MF 
DF 
MF 
MF 
DF 


|| SF [Pascal Oppliger 


Aboubakar Koné 


Anthony Danze 
Michael Thwaite 


78 
60 
78* 
60* 
78 
60 
78* 
60* 


Brad Jones 
Michael Turnball 


46 

74 

46" 

46" 
= 


Frank Farina 


Team Coach Alain Geiger Team Coach 
Team Manager 
Assistant Referee 2 
After dominating throughout, the visitor's finally broke through 17 minutes from time when Anthony Danze and Shane Cansdell-Sherriff combined down the left, before Danze whipped in the perfect cross for Griffiths, 
The Newcastle United striker rounded the Neuchatel keeper and slotted home to clearly underline his potential off the bench. 
Joel Griffiths was proving a thorn to the Australian defence, however chances proved few and far between for the home side. 
Elrich almost added a third goal for Australia but his stinging shot was tipped over the bar. 


MF Fabien Bassi 46****, 79 
MF Makaya Nsilulu 46"—"—"" 
FW Bruno Valente 46% 
Team Manager 
Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 
match report from Australian & British Soccer Weekly, Volume 24, Number 1194, 29/6/2004, page 5 
Two goals in the space of 12 minutes from Ryan Griffiths gifted Australia a 2-0 win over Neuchatel Xamax and a clean sweep of their brief two-match tour of Switzerland. 
Griffiths did his chances of selection no harm after coming of the bench with 30 minutes remaining and making an immediate impact. 
to head home. 
With Neuchatel pushing for an equaliser, Australia wrapped up the match in the 85th minute, when central defender Jon McKain broke from his own penalty box, before sending a great through ball to the speedy 
Griffiths. 
It was a family gathering of sorts for the Griffiths family, with Joel starting for Neuchatel but being outplayed by his younger brother. 
After a cautious opening, it was Australia who created the first meaningful shot at goal, with Spase Dilevski shooting wide from the edge of the area, following good lead up work from Carl Valeri, Anmad Elrich and 
Alex Brosque. 
The Australian's however were pressing at every opportunity with Brosque and Elrich causing problems for the Neuchatel defence. 
Elrich had good claims for a penalty in the 33rd minute after he was brought down, but much to his disgust the referee waved play on. 
Seven minutes after the break, Brosque had a good opportunity to break the deadlock when he raced onto a through ball over the top of the defence from Valeri, but his chip over the keeper went just wide of the post. 
Australia 2 (R.Griffiths 73/85") Neuchatel-Xamax 0 
Line-up: E.Galekovic (gk), J.North, J.McKain, A.Madaschi, S.Cansdell-Sherriff, A-Elrich, C.Valeri (W.Srhoj 78'), L.Wilkshire (R.Griffiths 60'), S.Dilevski (N.Carle 78'), B.Holman (A.Danze 60’), A.Brosque. 
Subs not used: M.Thwaite, B.Jones (gk), M.Turnball. 


2004.15 


Venue Weather Temperature 


[nae | 
15th. July 2004, Leicestershire, England 
Northampton Town (Englanqd)..1 v. Australia U-23..2 
half time, Northampton Town..1 v. Australian U-23..1 
Goal Time of 


Position ‘ phe 
(minute) substitution 
START LIST 


oe Goal Time of 
Position ; Rae 
(minute) substitution 


EO 
DF Jade North 
[|e — ens Cane sear | | —— 
DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 
[et vata |} |} 
MF Carl Valeri 
-_— 


According to Gareth Willsher (Head of Media for Northampton Town FC - 
September 2011) there was no official team sheet and no attendance as the 
game was a very low key practice/training game. 


MF Spase Dilevski 


Ryan Griffiths 


FW 
FW Brett Holman 13, 73 
FW Alex Brosque 


Gi Eugene Galekovic 


iK 
MF Anthony Danze 
Team Coach Frank Farina 
Team Manager 


Team Coach Colin Calderwood 
Team Manager 

Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


2004.16 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature 
19th. July 2004, Walkers Stadium, Leicester, England 


Leicester City Youth (England)..0 v. Australia U-23..8 
half time, Leicester City Youth..0 v. Australian U-23..2 


ize Goal Yellow Time of 2h Goal Yellow Time of 
No. Position ene (minute) Red.Card substitution | no. | Positon Neme (minute) Card seated substitution 


START LIST 
DF Jade North 
‘over age) 
DF 


Adrian Madaschi 
Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 
DF Jonathan "Jon" McKain 


MF Luke Wilkshire 

MF Spase Dilevski 

Brett Holman 80 

7, 38, 48, 


Alex Brosque 88 


SUBSTITUTES 


Brad Jones 

Ryan Griffiths 

Anthony Danze 
Team Coach Frank Farina 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee 


Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


2004.17 


Date & Time Venue 
25th. July 2004, 19.20 Nagai Stadium, Osaka, Japan Cloudy 26.3C 
Japan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Japan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


aa Goal Yellow Time of ef Goal Yellow Time of 
Position Name Position Name 
(minute) Card Red Cara, substitution | vo. | (minute) Card Red Card substitution 


START LIST 
BE 
DF Marcus Tulio Tanaka DF Jade North 
Teruyuki Moniwa DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 
DF Craig Moore (c ) 
(over age) 
DF Jonathan "Jon" McKain 
Adrian Madaschi 
Spase Dilevski 
Ahmad Elrich 
Luke Wilkshire 
John Aloisi 
(over age) 
Alex Brosque 


Daisuke Nasu (c ) 


Naoya Kikuchi 
Yuhei Tokunaga 
Yuki Abe 

Koji Morisaki 
Ydichi Komano 


FW Daiki Takamatsu 
16 FW Yoshito Okubo 


z 
‘over age) 
Takuto Hayashi 
Daisuke Matsui 
Naohiro Ishikawa 
Tatsuya Tanaka MF Anthony Danze 
7 _|_ FW 17 
Masakuni Yamamoto Team Coach Frank Farina 
Team Manager 
Wolfgang Stark 


Assistant Referee 1 |Zonke Gurinderman 
Assistant Referee 2 | Volker Wesel 


c 
a 


a = = 
chhere : hi 


SUBSTITUTES 
Bradley "Brad" Jones 


David Tarka 
Carl Valeri 
Brett Holman 


-a}alala 
Fee 


2004.18 


Date & Time Venue 
30th. July 2004, Jeju World Cup Stadium, Seogwipo, KoreaRepublic | ______—==++i| ss 32134 

Korea Republic U-23..3 v. Australia U-23..1 

half time, Korea Republic U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


aa Goal Yellow Time of re Goal Yellow Time of 
No. Position Position 
(minute) Card Red Cara substitution | no. | (minute) Card Red Card substitution 


START LIST 


GK Kim Jee-Hyuk Bradley "Brad" Jones 
pF |¥00 Sang-Chul Jade North 
(over age) 
DF |Lee Jung-Youl 46 Craig Moore (c ) 
(over age) 

DF Kim Chi-Gon 68 Adrian Madaschi 
Er aa ae es aa ae 

MF 83 77 

MF 46* 62 
a ee es a 

FW 62* 


Park Yong-Ho DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 


Kim Jung-Woo ME Timothy "Tim" Cahill 
(over age) 
Choi Won-Kwon MF Spase Dilevski 


Park Kyu-Seon Luke Wilkshire 


MF 
Choi Tae-Uk FW Alex Brosque 


FW John Aloisi 
(over age) 


Cho Jae-Jin FW Brett Holman 


Lee Chun-Soo 


DF Kim Dong-Jin David Tarka 
Carl Valeri 
Chun Jae-Woon Anthony Danze 
Kim Do-Heon Ryan Griffiths 
FW Choi Sung-Kuk Ahmad Elrich 
FW Namkung Do 


Team Coach Kim Ho-Kon Team Coach 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Supian Khalidi (Malaysia 


Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


2004.19 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


6th. August 2004, Pankritio Stadium, Heraklion, Greece 
Costa Rica U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..2 


half time, 
aa Goal Yellow Time of 
No. Position 
(minute) Red Card substitution 


START LIST 


ack Goal Yellow Time of 
Position 
(minute) Card Redcar substitution 


S 
s 


Ahmad Elrich 


S 


= 


Luke Wilkshire 


SUBSTITUTES 


Rodrigo Kenton Team Coach Frank Farina 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 

Assistant Referee 2 


The Costa Rica squad consisted of:- 

Goalkeepers - Victor Bolivar, Neighel Drummond, Patrick Pemberton. 

Defenders - Michael Rodriguez, Pablo Salazar, Michael Umana, Roy Myrie, Daniel Vallejos, Jose Villalobos, Carlos Hernandez. 
Midfielders - Jose Luis Lopez, Pablo Brenes, Warren Granados, Leonardo Araya, Junior Diaz. 

Forwards - Whayne Wilson, Eric Scott, Alvaro Saborio, Jairo Arrieta, Erick Marin, Christian Blanco. 


The Australian squad consisted of:- 

Goalkeepers - Brad Jones, Eugene Galekovic, Michael Turnbull. 

Defenders - Jade North, Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, Craig Moore (over-age), Jon McKain, Adrian Madaschi, David Tarka, Michael Thwaite. 

Midfielders - Ahmad Elrich, Luke Wilkshire, Tim Cahill (over-age), Carl Valeri, Anthony Danze, Ryan Griffiths, Nick Carle, Wayne Srhoj, Spase Dilevski. 
Forwards - John Aloisi (over-age), Alex Brosque, Brett Holman. 


2004.20 


Date & Time Venue 
11th. August 2004, 20.30 Pankritio Stadium, Heraklion, Greece ——— Ee eee ee eee 

Tunisia U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Tunisia U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 


a Goal Yellow Time of ee Goal Yellow Time of 
Position (minute) Bed cere substitution | vo. | Position (minute) | __Card pea Cera substitution 


START LIST 


Khaled Fadhel 

(over age) 

Anis Boussaidi Jade North 

Karim Haggui IF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 
iF 


DF |Alaeddine Yahia D Craig Moore (c ) 38 
(over age) 


IF Zied Bhaidi DF Adrian Madaschi 


pF |José Clayton Menezes Ribeiro MF |Ahmad Elrich 75 
‘over age) 


Eugene Galekovic 


Houcine Ragued MF Luke Wilkshire 


Quissen Ben Yahia Carl Valeri 
John Aloisi 
(over age) 
Mohamed Jedidi Alex Brosque 


(over age) 


Ali Zitouni 


Bradley "Brad" Jones 
Jon McKain 


Brett Holman 
Mejdi Traoui Anthony Danze 
Issam Merdassi Spase Dilevski 
Jassem Khalloufi Ryan Griffiths 


Team Coach Khemais Labidi Team Coach Frank Farina 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Kyros Vassaras (Greece 


Assistant Referee 1 | Yuri Dupanov (Bulgaria, 
Assistant Referee 2 |Nikolay Golubev (Russia) 


2004.21 


14th. August 2004, 20.30 


Position 


Olympic Games Finals - 1st. Round, Group C 


Venue 
Pankritio Stadium, Heraklion, Greece 


Date & Time 


Goal Time of 


Name 


START LIST 


Serbia and Montenegro U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..5 
half time, Serbia and Montenegro U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..2 


Yellow 143 
(minute) Red Card substitution | no. | Position 


Weather Temperature 
ee 3857 


Goal 
(minute) 


Time of 
substitution 


Yellow 


Card Red Card 


Name 


iK 


Nikola Milojevié 


Bojan Neziri 


Eugene Galekovic 


DF Jade North 82 
DF 


Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 


Borde Jokié 


Craig Moore (c ) 


(over age) 


Marko Basa 


Branko Lazarevic¢ 
Goran Lovre 


Simon Vukéevié 


Jon McKain 31 


DF Adrian Madaschi 
MF Ahmad Elrich 60, 86 
MF 


Luke Wilkshire 


Igor Matié 


MF Timothy "Tim" Cahill 


(over age) 


Milos Krasié 


John Aloisi 


(over age) 


Andrija DelibaSié (c ) 


Alex Brosque 


12 


Milan Stepanov 
Dejan Milovanovié 


Branimir Petrovié 


GK ___|Bradley "Brad" Jones 


DF David Tarka 


Carl Valeri 


13 


Marko Lomié 


FW Brett Holman 


16 


FW 


Nikola Nikezié 


Srdan Radonji¢ 72 
Aleksandar Canovié 


72 
a 
PT 


a el 
a ee 
74 
Anthony Danze 64 


MF _|Spase Dilevski a 
MF __|Ryan Griffiths a 


Frank Farina 


Vladimir Petrovic Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Subkhiddin Mohd Salleh (Malaysia, 
Liu Tiejun (People's Republic of China; 
The Toan Truong (Vietnam) 


2004.22 


Olympic Games Finals - 1st. Round, Group C 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature 
17th. August 2004, 20.30 Karaiskaki Stadium, Piraeus, Greece 


Argentina U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Argentina U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


ae Goal Yellow Time of on Goal Yellow Time of 
No: Poston (minute) Bed Care substitution | No. | Position Nem? (minute) Card Red Gare substitution 


START LIST 


18 GK German Lux 82 GK Eugene Galekovic 
2 pF |Roberto Ayala (c) 32 2 DF | Jade North 
(over age) 
4 DF Fabricio Coloccini 20 3 DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 
(over age) 
6 DF IF 


Adrian Madaschi 


Timothy "Tim" Cahill 


(over age) 


MF Carl Valeri 
FW John Aloisi 
‘over age) 
WwW 


Fi Alex Brosque 


} 15 | ome | Andrés D'Alessandro 9 


| 16 | MF __|Luis "Lucho" Gonzalez 


0 

1 FW Cristian Gonz alez Peret "Kily" 
(over age) 

2 FW Mauro Rosales 

5 MF 

6 MF 


1 
1 
1 
1 


Gabriel Heinze D 
(over age) 
8 FW César Delgado Godoy 30 MF Ahmad Elrich 
1 FW Carlos Tevez 66 Luke Wilkshire 
Yd 


Wilfredo "Willy" Caballero Lazcano Bradley "Brad" Jones 


Nicolas Burdisso Jon McKain 
Javier Saviola Fernandez David Tarka 


FW Luciano "Lucho" Figueroa Herrera 


MF Nicolas Medina Anthony Danze 
Clemente Rodriguez Spase Dilevski 
Mariano Gonzalez Ryan Griffiths 

Team Coach Marcelo Bielsa Caldera Team Coach Frank Farina 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Essam Abd El Fatah (Egypt) 


Assistant Referee 2 |Ali Khosravi (Iran) 


2004.23 


Olympic Games Finals - Quarter-final 
Date & Time Venue Attendance 
21st. August 2004, 18.00 Pankritio Stadium, Heraklion, Greece EE eae 10023 
Iraq U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Iraq U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
Position Name ‘minute, Card _|Red Card|substitution Position Name ‘minute, Card _|Red Card| substitution 


START LIST 


G 
Jade North 


iK 
DF 
DF Shane Cansdell-Sherriff 
DF 
DF 
IF 


iK Nour Sabri Abbas Hasan Eugene Galekovic 


= 
co 


Jon McKain 20 
Adrian Madaschi 5 
Mi Luke Wilkshire (c ) 


John Aloisi 


(over age) 


(c) (over age) 
Younis Mahmoud Khalef 


Vie “Hf 


FW 


Hawar Mulla Mohammed Taher 
Zebari 
Haidar Abdul-Razzaq Hassan 


MF Qusay Muneer Abboodi 
Al-Hussein 


DF Haidar Abdul-Amir Hussain 


MF Alex Brosque 


FW Carl Valeri 


MF Brett Holman 
IF 


M Anthony Danze 


a} 
| 


N 
ae 


SUBSTITUTES 
80 


Bradley "Brad" Jones 

Craig Moore (c ) 

‘over age) 

Ahmad Elrich 

MF Timothy "Tim" Cahill 
(over age) 

DF David Tarka 

IF 


DF Saad Attiya Hafidh 


MF Nashat Akram Abid Ali 


Razzaq Farhan Mussa 
(over age) 


Mahdi Karim Ajeel 
Ahmad Mnajed Abbas 


Ahmad Salah Alwan 16 Mi Spase Dilevski 
GK Oday Talib Jawad MF Ryan Griffiths 


Team Coach Adnan Hamad Team Coach Frank Farina 
Team Manager Team Manager 


Carlos Batres (Guatemala 


Assistant Referee 1 |Carlos Pastrana (Honduras) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Chris Strickland (USA) 
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2006 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
22nd. March 2006, Canberra, Australian Capital Territory 


Capital Football All Stars..1 v. Australia U-23..2 
half time, 


1s Goal Time of Th Goal Yellow Time of 


START LIST 
ES a a Pe! 
FW Mark Bridge 65, 88 


Ee Een Se Me 
—— = z 
SS See 9 


SUBSTITUTES 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


[Referee PT 


Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 
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Date & Time 
23rd. March 2006, 


Venue 
Canberra, Australian Capital Territory 


Goal 
‘minute, 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 


No. Position Name Red Card 


START LIST 


Australian Institute of Sport..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Australian Institute of Sport..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Position Name Goal 
substitution ‘minute, 


GK___|Daniel "Danny" Vukovic 


Temperature 


Yellow 
Card 


Attendance 


Time of 
Red Card substitution 


GK Tando Velaphi 
DF Peter Eleftherakis 


D Mark Milligan 


DF Matthew Spiranovic 
DF James "Jimmy" Downe’ 


Troy Heartfield 


iF 
DF Nikolai Topor-Stanle 
MF Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 


DF Greg King 
MF Christopher "Chris" Grossman 


Stuart Musialik 


Christopher "Chris" Nunes 
FW___|Nikita Rukavytsya 


MF 
MF Spase Dilevski 


DF Tarek Elrich 


David Micevski 


DF Evan Berger 


Michael Marrone 
Foad Comandari 


Tolgay Ozbe' 
FW Michael Matricciani 


Blake Charity 
Goran Popovski 


jTeamCoach | Team Coach 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee 


Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 
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VTV - T & T Cup (Spring Cup) 
Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 
16th. April 2006, 16.45 My Dinh Stadium, Hanoi, Vietnam em as 2 8 ee ee 
Iran U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Iran U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 


(minute) Card substitution : Posner (minute) substitution 


START LIST 
Jalal Hosseini DF Mark Milligan 
DF 
MF 


Mohsen Arzani Adrian Leijer 
Jalal Akbari Kelishadi David Micevski 


Position 


Spase Dilevski 
Vince Lia 


Behshad Yavarzadeh Ahrandjani 
Maziar Zare 

Andranik Teymourian Samarani Kristian Sarkies 
Ruben Zadkovich 
Ehsan Khorsandi Dezmon "Dez" Giraldi 
SUBSTITUTES 
Sheys Rezaei Khonakdar Nicholas "Nick" Ward 


MF Jordan Simpson 
a DF ___|Tyler Simpson 
iF 


ee eee a es 
GK Justin Pasfield 
D Nikolai Topor-Stanley 


Team Coach Graham Arnold 


Team Manager Team Manager 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee2 [0 


match report from Football Federation Australia 

The Qantas Under 23's have kick started their 2008 Olympics campaign, with a 0-0 draw against Iran, in their four-nation tournament being held in Vietnam. 

In a game of few chances, the highlight came at the other end of the park, with Central Coast Mariners keeper Danny Vukovic saving a penalty in the 32nd minute. 

The closest Australia came to scoring was from Perth Glory midfielder David Micevski, who was just wide in the 28th minute after good work by Melbourne Victory's Kristian Sarkies down the left. 

Four minutes, Iran had the perfect opportunity to take the lead when Sydney FC defender Jacob Timpano was adjudged to have brought down an Iranian attacker. However Vukovic, who played a major role in getting 
Central Coast to the final of the Hyundai A-League, guessed the right way to make the save. 

Iran also went close straight after the half time break, when a looping cross hit the top of the crossbar, while two minutes later Melbourne Victory's Vince Lia went narrowly with a header from Sarkies corner. 

Australia were almost gifted a late winner, when the Iran keeper failed to hold Sarkies free kick, but he managed to regather with three Australian players ready to pounce on the loose ball. 

They will now play the Vietnam national team on Tuesday evening, followed by a match against Uzbekistan Under 23 team on Thursday. 


— et i! 
DF 
a ee (| 
——— 
DF 
MF Masoud Soleimani Shojaei Stuart Musialik 
MF 
MF 
MF 
re ee ee 
FW 
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VTV - T & T Cup (Spring Cup) 

Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 
18th. April 2006, 16.45 My Dinh Stadium, Hanoi, Vietnam Ye ee ee 20000 
Vietnam..0 v. Australia U-23..0 

half time, Vietnam..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Goal Yellow Time of Position Goal Yellow Time of 
(minute) Card substitution : (minute) Card substitution 


Bui Doan Quang Huy Gi Daniel Vukovic 
Mark Milligan 
aaa 


K 
DF 
DF 
DF 
IF 


Position 


a ee 
Adrian Leijer 
MF Nguyen Hoang Thuong Nikolai Topor-Stanle 
Nguyen Vu Phong Mi Vince Lia 


Ruben Zadkovich 
Stuart Musialik 
Kristian Sarkies 
Nicholas "Nick" Ward 


Dezmon "Dez" Giraldi 


Le Hong Minh Jordan Simpson 
Spase Dilevski 
David Micevski 


ae ee (Pe 
Justin Pasfield 
Mark Bridge 
Tyler Simpson 
Team Coach Alfred Riedl Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Referee 


Assistant Referee? [| 
Assistant Referee 2] 


The Vietnam squad consisted of:- 

Goalkeepers - Tran Duc Cuong, Bui Doan Quang Huy. 

Defence - Phung Van Nhien, Nguyen Minh Duc, Nguyen Huy Hoang. 

Midfielders - Nguyen Minh Phuong (c ), Le Tan Tai, Mai Tien Thanh, Nguyen Quang Hai, Nguyen Hoang Thuong, Nguyen Vu Phong, Le Hong Minh, Nguyen Quy Suu, Vo Duy Nam, Phan Van Tai Em. 
Forwards - Phan Thanh Binh, Le Cong Vinh, Nguyen Anh Duc, Thach Bao Khanh. 


match report from Football Federation Australia 

The Qantas Under 23's have been held to a scoreless draw overnight by the senior national team of host nation Vietnam at the Four Nation Tournament being played in Hanoi. The scoreline was a repeat of the 
opening match against Iran on Sunday and the Australians must now defeat Uzbekistan in the final match tomorrow to have any chance of overhauling Iran and winning the tournament. 

Australia largely dominated the match in front of 20,000 spectators at the My Dinh Stadium with the Vietnamese goalkeeper Quang Huy voted player of the match having been kept busy throughout. 

There were just two changes from the team which played against Iran with Nikolai Topor-Stanley and Nick Ward coming in for Spase Dilevski and David Micevski, with only striker Adam Casey unavailable with a 
hamstring complaint. 

Australia had a number of chances in the opening half hour with Kristian Sarkies, Nikolai Topor-Stanley and Vince Lia all coming close to scoring. Perhaps the best chance falling to Ruben Zadkovich in the 18th 
minute who directed a close-range shot straight at the goalkeeper after Sarkies had provided an incisive ball into the penalty area. 

The defensive trio of Mark Milligan, Jacob Timpano and Adrian Leijer were outstanding with Vietnam unable to create any significant openings around the Australian goal despite having a reasonable share of 
possession. 

Substitute David Micevski appeared likely to break the deadlock in the final minutes of the match but his goalbound effort was inadvertently blocked close to goal. 

Iran defeated Uzbekistan 2-0 in the earlier match. Iran now has four points, Australia and Vietnam two and Uzbekistan one. 
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VTV - T & T Cup (Spring Cup) 
Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 
20th. April 2006, 16.45 My Dinh Stadium, Hanoi, Vietnam [ee ee ee ee 
Uzbekistan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Uzbekistan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 


ROsHion (minute) substitution : oso (minute) substitution 


START LIST 
Gi Daniel Vukovic 
Mark Milligan 


K 
7 a 
F : 
IF 
IF 


D 

D 

Mi Ruben Zadkovich 

Mi Spase Dilevski 

MF Stuart Musialik 

MF David Micevski 

MF Nicholas "Nick" Ward 
Kristian Sarkies 


FW Dezmon "Dez" Giraldi 


DF Nikolai Topor-Stanley 


Di Tyler Simpson 


iF 
GK Justin Pasfield 
fTeamCoach | Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee2 [0 


The Uzbekistan squad included:- 
Eldor Tadjibaev, Shokhrukh Yudashev, Shakhboz Erkinov, Shavkat Salomov, Muzaffar Umirzakov, Sobir Usmankhodjaev, Marat Bikmaev, Nodirbek Kuziboyev. 


match report from Football Federation Australia 

Manly United (NSW Premier League) defender Nikolai Topor-Stanley has scored an extraordinary goal to give the Qantas Under 23's a 1-0 win over Uzbekistan at the Spring Cup tournement in Hanoi, Vietnam. 
Topor-Stanley, who is one of only two players in the squad that has not played in the Hyundai A-League, heade home from the edge of the penalty area, to give Australia the victory. 

The win however was not enough to earn Australia top spot on the table, finishing second behind Iran cortesy of goal difference. 

The match overall was a fairly lacklustre affair, with few chances created and both teams looking somewhat jaded from the hectic schedule of three games in five days. 

Uzbekistan had the better of the opening half, creating a number of half chances, while Australia struggled to get any clear opportunities at goal. 

The second half started more positively with Perth Glory midfielder Nick Ward picking up a deflection off a Uzbekistan defender, but was thwarted by the keeper as he tried to go round him. 

Coach Graham Arnold tried to spark things up a little by intoducing a series of substitutes and it was one of them (Topor-Stanley) that eventually gave Australia victory in the 75th minute. Mark Milligan's long free kick 
from the half way seemed harmless enough when it got to the edge of the area, but the Uzbekistan keeper had come a long way off his line and the lanky defender seized the opportunity and looped his header over 
the stranded keeper. 

Arnold was reasonably satisfied with the team's performances, given that it was their first time together as a group; going through undefeated and without conceding a goal in three matches. 


2006.5 


2007 


Olympic Games, Preliminary Round, 1st. Leg 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
7th. February 2007, 17.00 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia Good 1459 


Australia U-23..11 v. Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..3 v. Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) U-23..0 


rey Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 


START LIST 


GK Daniel Vukovic 
DF Adrian Leijer 
Mark Milligan Yu Chih-Hung 

DF Nikolai Topor-Stanley Chen Yu-Lin 

Ruben Zadkovich Chen Yi-Wei 

MF Stuart Musialik Huang Cheng-Tsung 


Spase Dilevski 


Kristian Sarkies 


David Williams Hsieh Meng-Hsuan 
Bruce Djite Chang Han 
Nathan Burns Huang Wei-Yi 


DF ___|Robert Cornthwaite Wu Cheng-Hsien 


13 Benjamin Griffin 11 Chiang Ming-Han 
14 Vince Lia 12 Chen Yen-Ting 
15 Dario Vidosic 13 Hung Chih-Chi 

i 15 


Hsu Hsiang-Yu 


16 
MF _ [Adam D‘Apuzzo 
Team Coach Rob Baan 
Team Manager 


Referee Yuichi Nishimura (Japan) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Yoshikazu Hiroshima (Japan) | 
Assistant Referee 2 |Masaaki lemoto (Japan) 


match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's can look forward to extending its run in the 2008 Olympic qualifiers after breezing past Chinese Taipei 11-0 in the first leg of their qualifying play-off at Hindmarsh Stadium in Adelaide. 
The two teams will fly to Taipei tomorrow for the return leg, although Australia advancing to the next round of qualifiers is a mere formality, after the crushing win in the first leg. 

Melbourne Victory midfielder Kristian Sarkies led the way on the goalscoring front, with a four-goal haul, while Sydney FC defender Nikolai Topor-Stanley added a double. Captain Mark Milligan, Nathan Burns, 
Bruce Djite, Robert Cornthwaite and Dario Vidosic also got their names on the scoresheet. 

Australia led 3-0 at the break, before adding a further eight goals in the second half, including a five-goal blitz in the final 12 minutes. 

The match started off on the right note though, with Topor-Stanley receiving a yellow card literally at the opening whistle after a crude tackle on his Chinese Taipei opponent. 

But Australia soon got into their stride and it was Milligan, who led from the front, by claiming the first goal after just seven minutes. 

Three minutes it was 2-0, as the impressive Djite laid the ball through for his Adelaide United team mate Nathan Burns, who made no mistake. 

However for the rest of the half, the goals were hard to come by, despite a flurry of chances. Djite hit the post in the 35th minute and it wasn't until right on half time that Australia made it 3-0. Chinese Tapei 
keeper Lu failed to hold Djite's shot and Sarkies was on hand to stroke home the rebound. 

Djite excellent display was rewarded with a goal soon after half time, shooting home from the corner of the penalty box. 

Topor-Stanley grabbed his first goal in the 62nd minute and that was quickly followed by Sarkies second goal two minutes later, this time perfectly executing a 25-metre free kick. 

Lifting a gear, Australia now was attacking relentlessly and it was no surprise that the goal blitz came, as the Chinese Taipei players tired. 

Topor-Stanley made it 7-0 in the 78th minute; Cornthwaite 8-0 in the 81st minute; Sarkies with his hat-trick on 84 minutes and then a fourth in the 89th minute. 

Vidosic rounded off the scoring right on full-time, giving new FFA Technical Director and Qantas Under 23 coach Rob Baan his first win. 

The 11-0 scoreline was just one-goal shy of the record score at that level by Australia, which was achieved against Vanuatu in 1996. 
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Date & Time 
14th. February 2007, 18.00 


Position 


Olympic Games, Preliminary Round, 2nd. Leg 


Venue Temperature Attendance 
Zhongshan Stadium, Zhongshan, Taipel____| Good <i ——S—SC~idCSSCSC~« SOC 


Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of 
(minute) substitution 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 
substitution 


GK Lu Kun-Chi(c) 
Tsai Sheng-An 


DF 
DF Wu Cheng-Hsien 
DF 


Chen Yen-Ting 


Chen Yi-Wei 
Hsu Hsiang-Yu 


Leigh Broxham 


Hung Kai-Chun 


Spase Dilevski 


Chen Po-Liang 


Adam D‘Apuzzo 


Hsieh Meng-Hsuan 


Huang Wei-Yi 


Vince Lia 
FW 


Bruce Djite 


Yu Chih-Hung 


Kristian Sarkies 


Huang Cheng-Tsung 
Chen Yu-Lin 
Chiang Ming-Han 


Robert Cornthwaite 


12 


Benjamin Kennedy 


Hsu Chih-Chang 


Tando Velaphi 


Chen Shan-Fu 
Chang Kai-Ming 
Team Coach Team Coach Rob Baan 
Team Manager Team Manager 

Referee Rosdi Shaharul (Malaysia, 
Assistant Referee 1 |Saadon Mohamad (Malaysia) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Mohd Kamil Tumin (Malaysia) 


match report from FFA 
The Qantas Under 23's have confirmed their passage to the second stage of qualifying for the 2008 Olympic Games with a hard fought 1-0 win in Chinese Taipei tonight. 

A goal from captain Mark Milligan mid-way through the second half was all that separated the teams on the night after Australia comprehensively won the first leg 11-0 in Adelaide last week. 

Australia dominated the game but could only breach the packed home defence once with Spase Dilevski and Milligan exchanging passes before the latter clipped a superb strike over the goalkeeper. 

Coach Rob Baan took a cautious approach with his use of players being mindful of this weekend's Hyundai A-League Grand Final, and also matches later this month for the Qantas Under 23's, with 

Newcastle United goalkeeper Ben Kennedy being pressed into on-field action as a striker late in the match as a result. Baan electing to again use Melbourne Victory's Adrian Leijer sparingly substituting 

the defender at half time following his second half substitution last week. 

Newcastle United pair Stuart Musialik and Mark Bridge and Melbourne Victory's Kristian Sarkies were all omitted from the teamsheet as a precautionary measure following injury concerns last week, while 
Queensland Roar defender Ben Griffin was unavailable for the match through illness. 

"We have done what we needed to do tonight and can now concentrate on the next match against Iran in two weeks which will undoubtedly be a crucial match in the group," said Baan. "Our opponents 

played extremely defensively tonight even when they fell behind in the match so it was a very different type of match to last week for a number of reasons, not least of all our large change in playing personnel." 
Australia now progress to Group D of Round 2 qualification alongside Iran, Saudi Arabia and Jordan with the first against Iran in Tehran on February 28. Group D home matches for Australia will be played at 
Adelaide's Hindmarsh Stadium during March and May. 
Newcastle United's Troy Hearfield will link up with the squad tomorrow (Thursday) with the Qantas Under 23's to compete in the Lunar New Year Cup in Hong Kong over the coming week. Australia will meet 
the Chinese Under 23 team on Sunday with the winner to face the victor of Jamaica Under 23's and a Hong Kong League XI next Wednesday. 

The team will then travel to Dubai where they will remain in camp preparing for the opening Group D match in Tehran. 
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18th. February 2007, 17.15 


Position 


Date & Time 


Goal 
(minute) 


Venue 


Hong Kong Stadium, Hong Kong 


Lunar New Year Cup 


Temperature Attendance 


People's Republic of China U-23..2 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, People's Republic of China U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


Yellow 


Time of 
substitution 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


14633 


Time of 
substitution 


Zeng Chen 


Zhao Ming 


Lv Jian-jun 


Yuan Wei-wei 


Dai Lin 
Zhou Hai-bin (c ) 


Steven O'Dor (c) 


Yu Hai 


Troy Hearfield 


Shen Long-yuan 


Adam D‘Apuzzo 


Li Wei 


Jiang Chen 


Dario Vidosic 


Jason Naidovski 


Zhang Lu 


Benjamin Kennedy 


Zhang Ke 
Jiang Ning 
Yang Xu 


Tando Vela phi 


Benjamin "Ben" Griffin 


Wan Hou-liang 


Stuart Musialik 


Dai Xin-hua 


Team Coach 


Bai Lei 
Ratomir Dujkovic 


Team Coach 


Rob Baan 


Team Manager 
Referee 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


Li Xiaoguang 


Team Manager 


Gary Moretti 


match report from FFA 

A severly depleted Qantas Under 23's side have lost 2-0 to China Under 23's in the opening match of the Lunar New Year Cup played in Hong Kong overnight. 

The Australian side were without six players involved in yesterday's Hyundai A-League Grand Final; Melbourne Victory's Adrian Leijer, Kristian Sarkies, Leigh Broxham and Vince Lia, as well as Adelaide 
United duo Bruce Djite and Nathan Burns. Also unavailable through injury were captain Mark Milligan and key midfielder Stuart Musialik while defender Ben Griffin was also not used due to illness. 
China opened the score seven minutes into the match courtesy of an own goal from Robert Cornthwaite who deflected a cross into his own net from close range. 

Australia's best opportunity to score came mid-way through the first half with defender Nikolai Topor-Stanley hitting s fierce free-kick from outside the penalty area which forced a great save from the 
Chinese goalkeeper. 

A near full-strength China had the best of the second half and scored their second goal three minutes from full time through a superb long-range shot from Jiang Ning. 

China will now meet Jamaica in Wednesday's final having beaten a Hong Kong League XI 5-3 on penalties after the match finished in a 1-1 draw. 

Australia will take on the Hong Kong League XI in the early match on Wednesday. 

Following Wednesday's match the Qantas Under 23's will travel to Dubai where they will remain in camp preparing for their opening second round Olympic qualifying match in Tehran on February 28. 
Australia have been grouped alongside Iran, Saudi Arabia and Jordan with all of Australia's second round Group D home matches to be played at Adelaide's Hindmarsh Stadium during March and May. 
Australia defeated Chinese Taipei 12-0 on aggregate earlier this month to qualify for the second qualifying stage. 

The 24-team second round qualifying, which has been split into six groups of four, runs through February 28 to June 6, with the top two teams in each group advancing to the final round to be played in three 
groups of four teams each. 

The final home and away round will be held from August 22 - November 21, with the three group winners representing Asia at the Beijing Olympic Games. 
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Lunar New Year Cup, 3rd-4th place play-off 


Date & Time Venue 
21st. February 2007, 20.00 Hong Kong Stadium, Hong Kong SSE Ss 13564 
Hong Kong League XI..2 v. Australia U-23..2 
half time, Hong Kong League XI..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
(minute) substitution . (minute) Card substitution 


3 DF Gerard Guy Ambassa 
16 
DF Cristiano Preigchadt Cordeiro 7 MF Troy Hearfield 
MF Wilfred Ndzedzeni Bamnjo 71 13 MF Leigh Broxham 
Lee Kin Wo (c) Vince Lia 
Vandre Sagrillo Monteiro Kristian Sarkies 
Fladimir da cruz Freitas Mark Bridge 


Keith Jerome Gumbs Nathan Burns 
FW 


Christian Kwesi Annan Bruce Djite 


Position 


Zhang Chunhui Benjamin "Ben" Griffin 


Au Wai Lun DF Robert Cornthwaite 

Li Haigiang [| FW |DarioVidosic TC 
Lee Wai Lun GK Benjamin Kennedy 
Festus Baise MF Adam D‘Apuzzo 
Man Pei Tak DF Sebastian Ryall 

15 FW Jason Naidovski 
Team Coach Casemiro Mior Team Coach Rob Baan 

Team Manager Steven Lo Kit Shing, Raymond Chow Man Leung Team Manager Gary Moretti 
Referee lie # F 

Assistant Referee 1 [ 

Assistant Referee 2 err = oe ell 


PENALTY SHOOT-OUT 
Hong Kong League XI..3 v. Australia U-23..5 


|_ FW |KeithJeromeGumbs_ | XT TT FW Mark Bridge | CX TCT 
Vandre Sagrillo Monteiro 5 DF Nikolai Topor-Stanley x 
Ivan Jevié 19 MF ___|Kristian Sarkies x | | 
4 MF ___|Steven O'Dor(c) x | | 
9 FW Dario Vidosic x 
match report from FFA 


The Qantas Under 23's have ended their preparations for their opening Group D match of the Olympic Qualifying Series against Iran, with a 2-2 draw against a Hong Kong XI in Hong Kong overnight. 

The Australian Olympic team led 2-0 thanks to goals from Adelaide United duo of Nathan Burns (38 min.) and Bruce Djite (67 min.), but two late goals sent the match into a penalty shoot-out, which Australia 
won 5-3. 

Coach Rob Baan was thankful to have some of his first choice players available for the match, with Hyundai A-League grand finalists, Burns, Djite (from Adelaide) and Adrian Leijer, Vince Lia, Leigh Broxham 
and Kristian Sarkies (all from Melbourne Victory) all starting. Baan also gave starts to goalkeeper Tando Velaphi and Newcastle Jets midfielder Troy Hearfield. 

However key players Danny Vukovic (precaution), Mark Milligan (broken nose), Stuart Musialik and Spase Dilevski did not play. At this stage only Dilevski is a definite non-starter against Iran next week in 
Tehran. 
With so many changes, Australia started slowly with Hong Kong pressing early, but they were guilty of poor finishing. 
Burns had Australia's first chance, but under pressure hit his shot over the bar and it wasn't until the latter stages of the first half that the young Australian's started to find their rhythm and assert some 
authority on the match. 
They were rewarded in the 37th minute when Mark Bridge and Djite combined well in the attacking third, with Bridge's shot spilled by the Hong Kong keeper and Burns was on hand to guide home. 

Hong Kong almost leveled it straight after half time, with Velaphi forced to tip over a long range shot, following a loss of possession from the kick-off. 

Melbourne Victory duo of Sarkies and Leijer combined to almost send Australia further ahead when the latter headed over the former's pin-point free kick. 

With the game opening up, chances fell to both teams and it was Djite who made it 2-0 for Australia. The Adelaide striker stole the ball off defender on half way, played some connecting passes with Bridge 
and Vidosic, and slammed home his shot from the edge of the area. 
Vidosic somehow missed the chance to make it 3-0, two minutes later when the HK keeper spilled another shot, but the ball bounced over the crossbar. 

To rub salt into the wounds, Hong Kong pulled a goal back minutes later when Festus Baise rose un-contested to power a header home. 

Vidosic and Bridge had further chances to extend Australia's lead, but with nine minutes left captain Stephen O'Dor attempts a sliding tackle in the box and upends a HK player. Gumbs made no mistake to 
set up an exciting finish. 
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Last few minutes saw both teams with chances to score, but best of the lot fell to Djite in 94min when put through, but he shot over from 18 yards. 
In the shoot-out, Velaphi proved the hero with two saves, although one was retaken after early movement call. With Australia going first in the shoot-out, they converted all five of their kicks to win 5-3 and 
take 3rd place in the Lunar Cup tournament. 


Olympic Games, 1st. Qualifying Round 


Date & Time Venue 
28th. February 2007, 15.00 Azadi Stadium, Tehran, Iran 
lran U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Iran U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Position Yellow Time of 
(minute) substitution " i Card substitution 
START LIST 


Ali Hamoudi Adrian Leijer 
Ebrahim Karimi Senjid Mark Milligan (c ) 
Hossein Kaebi (c Nikolai Topor-Stanle 


MF Adel Kolahkaj David Williams 
MF Omidreza Ravankhah Bruce Djite 
MF Ali Nazifkar Mark Bridge 


FW ___|Milad Midavoodi 
SUBSTITUTES 


Mohammad Esmaeil Nazari DF Robert Cornthwaite 
Milad Nori MF __|Adam D’Apuzzo 
MF 
D 


Nader Ahmadi Vince Lia 


IF 
Nicholas “Nick” Ward 
Shahram Goudarzi Dario Vidosic 
Mohsen Forouzan Mesrdashti Tando Velaphi 

Team Coach Vinko Begovié Rob Baan 

Team Manager 
Referee Abdullah Dor Mohammad Balideh (Qatar) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Salah Ali Mohamed Mansoor (Qatar) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Waleed Sultan Al-Mannai (Qatar) 


match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have secured a valuable point in their opening Stage 2 Olympic qualifying match with a scoreless draw against Iran in Tehran's Azadi Stadium overnight. 

There were few chances for either team in the match played in cold conditions with snow falling in the Iranian capital the day prior to the match. 

Iran started strongly and had their best opportunity of the match after just seven minutes with Iranian left-winger Milad Meydavoudi unable to beat Australia's goalkeeper Danny Vukovic in a one-on-one 
situation. 

Newcastle Jets striker Mark Bridge fired a fierce shot over the crossbar just on half time, while fellow forward David Williams also came close on the hour mark with an attempt on goal. 

Australia were without influential Newcastle United midfielder Stuart Musialik who returned to Australia prior to the match with a recurrence of a shoulder injury. 

Australia will now meet Jordan in their second Group D match to be played at Adelaide's Hindmarsh Stadium on Wednesday 14 March. 

In the other Group D match Saudi Arabia beat Jordan 1-0 in Amman. 
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Date & Time Venue Temperature 
11th. March 2007, Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 


Adelaide Blue Eagles..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Adelaide Blue Eagles..0 v. Australia U-23..1 


ae Goal Yellow Time of Goal Time of 
START LIST 


MF Kristian Sarkies 


FW Bruce Djite 


Ss 


Team Coach Team Coach 
Team Manager [Team Manager 
Referee | 

Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 
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Olympic Games, 1st. Qualifying Round 


Date & Time Venue 
14th. March 2007, 19.00 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 1296 
Australia U-23..1 v. Jordan U-23..1 
half time, Australia U-23..0 v. Jordan U-23..0 
Position Goal Yellow Time of : Position Goal Yellow Time of 
(minute) substitution (minute) substitution 
START LIST 


Mohammad Mahmood Jaber 
Shatnawi 

Benjamin Griffin Mouneef Hamed Ababneh 
Ammar Ali Ibrahim Abu 
Aleega (c ) 

Nikolai Topor-Stanle' Isam Al-Mbaydin 
Mohammad Ahmed 
Al-Maharmeh 

Kristian Sarkies Odai Yusuf Ismaeel Al-Saify 
Nicholas "Nick" Ward Issa Husamaldean Issa 


Daniel Vukovic (c ) 


Adrian Leijer 


Leigh Broxham 


Nathan Burns 


Bruce Djite 


Mark Bridge 


1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

ea 

10 
11 


w 


Adam D'Apuzzo 


Peter Eleftherakis Hisham Al-Hazaimeh 
Abdallah Mohammad Hamed 
Al-Bashir 

Mohammed Khier Abdel 
Razzaq Saeed Al-Jamal 


Troy Hearfield 


FW Jason Naidovski 


MF Vince Lia 


DF Robert Cornthwaite Yousef Al-Shboul 
GK Tando Velaphi Mohammad Makawi 
Amer Qasem Wrikat 


Team Coach Rob Baan Nihad Sougar 
Team Manager 
Referee Chaiwat Kunsuta (Thailand) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Chatchai Premsuk (Thailand) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Sitthikhun Kleinklard (Thailand) 


alal oa a [a 
ps A [NM 


= 
co 


Ammar Abu Aleega is also shown as Ammar Abu Aligah. 


match report from FFA 

A magnificent 30-metre strike from Jordan's Ahmad Alzughier with five minutes to go, has robbed Australia of victory in their Olympic qualifying match played at Hindmarsh Stadium in Adelaide tonight. 
Kristian Sarkies 58th minute goal looked set to give the Qantas Under 23's all three points, but they didn't count on the Jordanian's left foot shot crashing into the top corner of the goal, with Danny Vukovic 
having no chance of saving. 

Australia though still had chances to grab the win, with both substitute Troy Hearfield and Adrian Leijer both having efforts hit the crossbar in the dying minutes, while Bruce Djite with virtually the last kick of 
the game, hit a shot just high and wide. 

That told the story of the night for the local side, who failed to put the finishing polish on a number of good opportunities, with the woodwork hit three times. 

The night did not start well either for Australia, with captain Mark Milligan failing to overcome a nagging hamstring injury. That saw his Sydney FC team mate Nikolai Topor-Stanley move in a central defence 
role, with Newcastle's Adam D'Apuzzo coming into the starting side on the left, Vukovic took over the captain's armband for the night. 

As expected it was a cautious start by both sides, with the first decent chance falling to Adelaide United's Djite, who fired over the bar from 15 metres. A minute later Mark Bridge tested the Jordan keeper 
with a stinging shot that he parried away. 

Both teams though were at least trying to play attractive football, but the two sets of defences were looking strong. 

It was Jordan who finished the latter part of the half the stronger, with several anxious moments for the Australian defence. 

Australia started the second half strongly, with Leijer just heading wide a free kick from his Melbourne Victory team mate Sarkies. 

Sarkies then went close in the 52nd minute, when presented with a free kick just outside the penalty area, but his brilliantly executed shot hit the crossbar with the keeper well beaten. 
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Nick Ward then tested the Jordan keeper with a curling shot and then the pressure finally told when Sarkies played a one-two with Djite on the edge of the box, with Sarkies placing his shot perfectly into the 
goal. 

Sensing their Olympic dreams were almost finished with a defeat, Jordan slowly clawed their way back into the game, but Australia's defence was looking solid. 

Hearfield almost made it 2-0 with his first touch of the ball, his shot going agonisingly wide and within minutes the game was all tied up thanks to Alzugheir's wonderful strike. 

Hearfield then hit the crossbar, with Vince Lia's follow up desperately blocked and to add to the agony, Leijer's header back across goal also hit the crossbar. 

Australia must now regroup ahead of its next match against Saudi Arabia in two weeks time, also at Hindmarsh Stadium, a match that is now a must win game. Saudi Arabia is due to play Iran later today. 
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It has not been confirmed by the Para Hills Knights or the Football Federation South Australia, but it is believed that a game was scheduled for 25th.March 2007 (kick-off 18.00) between 
Para Hills Knights SC and Australia U23. No information available. 
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Olympic Games, 1st. Qualifying Round 
Date & Time Venue 
28th. March 2007, 19.00 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 3434 
Australia U-23..2 v. Saudi Arabia U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..0 v. Saudi Arabia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 


positon (minute) Card substitution P Position (minute) Card substitution 


START LIST 
ee 
IF Adrian Leijer DF Majed Rafa Al-Amri 
| 72, | DF [Hassan MuathFallatah [| Ta] 
iF il i a 
F oo 
IF 


1 
Di 4 
Di 12 
i 
Mi Ruben Zadkovich 19 DF Jufain Al-Bishi 
MI 
10 
7 
18 
26 


Kristian Sarkies Ahmed Al-Suwaileh 


Fl 
Bruce Djite [20 ~| FW_ [Abdullaziz Saeed Al-Dawsari 
FW 


Mark Bridge Mohammed Saad Al-Anbar 


ee ee 
Leigh Broxham 5 MF Abdullatif Al-Ghannam (c ) 
Neil Kilkenny MF Moataz Al-Mousa 
Nicholas "Nick" Ward FW Saleh Abdullah Al-Ghwinem 
Ww 
Ww 


SUBSTITUTES 

Trent McClenahan 3 Mohamed Eid Naser Al-Bishi 
y Mohammad Ibrahim 

aarn.0 Apuzzo Mohammad Al-Sahlawi 


9 FW 
David Williams 64 15 FW Ahmed Al-Mubarak 
Benjamin "Ben" Griffin 16 FW Yousef Mansoor Al-Salem 
Dario Vidosic 21 ck |Mustafa Reda Ahmed 
Malayekah 
Nathan Burns 70 23 DF Ibrahim Ali Sharaheli 
a ee ee 


17 
Team Coach Rob Baan 
Team Manager 
Referee Abdul Malik Abdul Bashir (Singapore) _—s 
Assistant Referee 1 |Hussain Nazeer (Singapore) 
Assistant Referee 2 |K. Kalimuthu Kashiappan (Singapore) 


match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have secured a vital 2-0 win over Saudi Arabia in their Beijing Olympic qualifying match at Hindmarsh Stadium in Adelaide. 

A headed goal in the 74th minute from Sydney FC defender Nikoli Topor-Stanley and an injury time goal from midfielder Kristian Sarkies was enough to ensure three important points for Australia and take 
them to within a point of the Saudis who remain top of Group D. 

The result sees Australia move to five points after three matches. The other Group match will be played overnight and will see Jordan host Iran with both teams currently on one point each. 

A dominant second half by Australia was the catalyst for the victory, with the 2-0 scoreline a bonus, considering how close all previous matches have been in the group so far. 

Topor-Stanley opened the scoring in the 74th minute when he met Sarkies pinpoint free kick from just outside the left edge of the penalty area. 

There was a brief flurry of goalmouth activity by the Saudi's soon after the goal, but after it was Australia that looked the more likely to add to the scoring and did just that in the dying seconds of the game. 
Neil Kilkenny and Nathan Burns combined to tee up Sarkies, who made no mistake from 15 metres out. 

The match predictably started off with both sides not keen to give too much away early and it remained fairly even during the first half, although Saudi Arabia probably just shaded their hosts. 

Neither side had any real chances at goal, with the Saudi's main efforts coming from long range, which did not trouble Aussie keeper Danny Vukovic. 

Australia started the second half strongly and when Birmingham City's Kilkenny hit a shot just wide in the 49th minute, the hosts had signaled their intentions. 

However for all their intent, Australia rarely threatened the Saudi goal, with some desperate defending also adding the visitors cause. 

The breakthrough came after Ruben Zadkovich, back after missing the opening two games with a foot injury, was brought down on the edge of the area, with his Sydney teammate providing the finish. 
Kilkenny and David Williams went close to adding a second goal, as Saudi pushed many players forward and they were caught out with seconds remaining, Sarkies grabbing a killer second goal. 

Both teams will now back up in Damman City in a fortnight, before Australia returns to Adelaide for the third and final home match against Iran on Wednesday 16 May. 

Australia fielded a strong line-up boosted by the return from injury of captain Mark Milligan and Ruben Zadkovich plus the inclusion of English-based midfielder Neil Kilkenny who made his first appearance 
for the team. 

Qantas Under 23's coach Rob Baan was obviously delighted with the three points, saying "We needed a win and | think the way we got it was very comfortable. However | believe that is one of the best teams 
we have played. 
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"We were tactically organised and | told my players to be patient and in the end that was rewarded. They were very well organized in the middle and | knew we could take some opportunities out wide. The 
Saudi team are very good and dangerous on the counter-attack, but we had a very good transition, and the final result is because the team worked as a team. | am very happy with the options | now have. We 
have disappointed players on the bench but that shows we have good options and depth on the bench." 


Olympic Games, 1st. Qualifying Round 
Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 


18th. April 2007, 20.30 Prince Mohammed Bin Fahad Stadium, Dammam, Good 11000 
Saudi Arabia 


Saudi Arabia U-23..2 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Saudi Arabia U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
Goal Yellow Time of Yellow Time of 


. Position 
(minute) Card substitution i substitution 


GK Waleed Ali Daniel Vukovic 
Majed Rafa Al-Amri Adrian Leijer (c ) 


Position 


= 
ND 


= 
cy 


DF Abdullah Shuhail 
DF Jufain Al-Bishi 


Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
Ruben Zadkovich 


DF 
DF Hassan Muath Fallatah DF Benjamin "Ben" Griffin 

DF 

MF 
MF 
MF 
Ww 


DF ___|Ibrahim Ali Sharaheli Stuart Musialik 
MF __|Abdullatif Al-Ghannam (c ) Kristian Sarkies 
IF 


MI Moataz Al-Mousa Leigh Broxham 
Mohammad Ibrahim ne 

mt Mohammad AI-Sahlawi dames trots! 
Yousef Mansoor Al-Salem Fl Bruce Djite 


Abdullaziz Saeed Al-Dawsari 


= 
© 


= 
Ss 


© 


= 
a 


DF Mohamed Eid Naser AI-Bishi Adam D'Apuzzo 

MF Abdullah Ahmed Al-Asta Dario Vidosic 
18 
Mustafa Reda Ahmed . 
Malayekah Troy Hearfield 
Sanad Ahmed Sharahili Vince Lia 
Mohammed Saad Al-Anbar Tando Velaphi 


Team Coach Team Coach Rob Baan 
Team Manager Fahad Al-Hamidi [Team Manager 
Referee Ravshan Irmatov (Uzbekistan, 


Assistant Referee 1 |Abdukhamidullo Rasulov (Uzbekistan, 


—————aaeane 
Assistant Referee 2 | Valentin Kovalenko (Uzbekistan) fp 


= 
qQ 


ete | 


match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have squandered a half-time lead, eventually falling 2-1 to Saudi Arabia in Damman this morning. 

Newcastle Jets striker Mark Bridge had given the 23's the lead right on half time, but two goals in six minutes in the second half sealed a decisive win for Saudi, who are almost certain to go through to the 
next phase. 

In what was a further bad night for the Australians, coach Rob Baan will be without at least three players for the next game against Iran. Leijer was sent off in the 58th minute, which also resulted in the 
equalising goal from the penalty spot, while Ben Griffin and Ruben Zadkovich received their 2nd yellow cards of the competition in the match. 

To make it an even bleaker trip, they have been relegated to third position on the table after Iran won 3-0 against Jordan, setting up a make or break match in Adelaide in two weeks time. 

The match got off to a bright start for Australia, when in the first minute, Jets midfielder Stuart Musialik, playing his first match in the second phase, hit a stinging shot that forced the Saudi keeper to tip over 
the bar. 

However from then on it was Saudi that did most of the attacking. In the 34th minute, Danny Vukovic made a great save to deny the Saudi's and then against the run of play, Australia managed to score. 

A minute into the first half injury time, saw a switch find Zadkovich, who in turn found Kristian Sarkies deep in the box. Sarkies chipped the ball to his soon-to-be Adelaide teammate Bruce Djite, who headed 
down perfectly to Bridge, who made no mistake with a volley. 

Saudi came out attacking in the second half and wasted two glorious opportunities to level it up, before the decisive moment of the match came in the 58th minute. 

With a Saudi player breaking through in the box, Leijer mistimed his tackle and took the player out, earning his yellow card of the match and subsequent marching orders. The Saudi's made no mistake from 
the penalty spot. 

With a spring in their step, the Saudi's then went two up when a long ball played over the defence, became a foot race between a Saudi attacker and Vukovic, with the Saudi winning the ball. He dinked the 
ball over Vukovic and with the ball rolling towards goal, another Saudi player managed to win the race and make sure the ball went into the net. 

Australia thought they had grabbed a late equaliser, when Sarkies scored from Bridge's cross, but he was ruled offside. 
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Olympic Games, 1st. Qualifying Round 
Date & Time Venue 
16th. May 2007, 19.00 Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, South Australia 
Australia U-23..3 v. Iran U-23..1 
half time, Australia U-23..2 v. Iran U-23..1 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 


poston (minute) substitution i Osten (minute) Card substitution 


G Daniel Vukovic 1 GK Soush Makani 
Trent McClenahan 3 DF Ali Hamoudi 
js 
70 
20 
fT 


K , 
FF 
F [Aaron Downes 3 Mohammad Esmaeil Nazari 
FF 
iF 
IF 


Di 
Di ee ee 
iiocseirRaebi(e) | || 
D Nikolai Topor-Stanle' Hossein Kaebi (c 42 
M Leigh Broxham Milad Mirtorabi Mahabadi 
Kristian Sarkies Mehrdad Pooladi 
Neil Kilkenny Adel Kolahkaj 
James Troisi Omidreza Ravankhah 
[ii 


Mark Bridge Ali Nazifkar 


Nathan Burns 26 Vahid Amraei 4 


Adam Casey Milad Midavoodi 
Adam D‘A, Reza Mohammadi 
Bruce Djite 
Nicholas "Nick" Ward 20 Shahram Goudarzi 
Dario Vidosic 21 Reza Taheri 

Peter Eleftherakis 24 Sina Ashouri Mehranjani 
Tando Velaphi 27 DF Mehdi Mohammadpour 
Team Coach Rob Baan Team Coach 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Referee Saad Kameel Al-Fadhli (Kuwait 

Assistant Referee 1 |Sulaiman Al-Shammari (Kuwait) 

[Assistant Referee 2 |Abdullah Akbar (Kuwait) 


Vahid Amraei was actually Keivan Amraei and was suspended for illegal use of his cousin's identity documents for two years. 


match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have put themselves firmly in the box seat for the second qualifying spot from Group D, after a gripping 3-1 win at Hindmarsh Stadium in Adelaide tonight. 

In an often tense affair, Australia was forced to battle for the last 25 minutes with only 10 men, after Mark Bridge was sent-off on the linesman advice following an off-the-ball incident. 

However a commanding defensive performance held the 3-1 lead intact until the final whistle and with a good deal of confidence going into the final game against Jordan in three weeks time. A point from that 
game will see them through to the next and final phase of qualifying for the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. 

The match got off to an electric start, with both sides scoring inside the first four minutes, setting the tone for the remainder of the match. 
Australia scored first after two minutes, when a second successive corner was headed home by English-based defender Aaron Downes, who was playing his first match at this level. 

However his and the home team's joy was soon short-lived through, as a perfectly weighted through ball was picked up by Amraei, who held off the challenge of Downes, to thread his shot past Danny Vukovic. 
Minutes later, Australian captain Mark Milligan almost had Australia back in the lead, but his effort was just over the bar. 
Australia continued to press though, and won a series of corners, with the fifth almost paying dividends, when Adelaide United's Nathan Burns hit a firm shot that was cleared off the line. 

Milligan thought he had Australia back in the lead in the 39th minute, when he had the ball in the back of the net, but the goal was ruled away after the referee penalised Downes for an infringement on the 
keeper. 
But they didn't have to wait long for the second, when Iran captain Kaebi brought Newcastle United midfielder and former local Adelaide junior James Troisi down inside the box, with the ref pointing to the 
spot. Bridge made no mistake from the spot to send Australia deserved leaders into the half time break. 
The first ten minutes after the break was going to be telling and so it proved, with Australia holding a spirited opening few minutes and then nailing the all-important third goal. 

The goal, finished off by Troisi, was brilliantly worked, with Nikolai Topor-Stanley passing truly for Trisi, who placed it smartly past the Iran keeper from 6 metres out. 

It was nearly four, minutes later, when a dangerous corner from Sarkies was nearly turned into the net by an Iranian defender, while an effort from Sarkies went straight to the keeper. 

Vukovic needed to be on his toes in the 62nd minute, when a long range shot from Midavoodi was goalward, but the Central Coast Mariners custodian took it cleanly. 

However the match took a twist, when a fracas broke out between the players in the 65th minute, which resulted in Bridge receiving a red card and Australia left with a nervous last 25 minutes with just 10-men. 
However, but in true Aussie style, rather than sit back and defend the lead, the Australian's continued to attack, with substitute Nick Ward almost scoring with his first touch of the ball, a stinging shot that 

went just over the crossbar. 

Sarkies thought he had secured the fourth goal when he powered a header at goal, but Iran keeper Makani pulled off a world-class save. 

The final ten minutes saw Iran desperately try to pull back the two goals, but the strong Australian defence held out for a well-deserved win. 

Outgoing Under 23 coach Rob Baan was obviously delighted with the win and how the team took the initiative from the start. 
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“I'm very happy with the performance of the team throughout the whole game," said Baan. "I think we showed what we can achieve when we have a complete squad of players and it's for these reasons that 
we won this game." 
The result leaves Australia three points ahead of Iran, who will face group leaders Saudi Arabia in Tehran, Australia also has +3 better goal difference. 


Olympic Games, 1st. Qualifying Round 
Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 


6th. June 2007, 18.30 King Abdullah International Stadium, Amman, Jordan Excellent 20C 100 


Jordan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..4 
half time, Jordan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


af Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
“Osi (minute) Card Red Card substitution | No. | Position | (minute) Card Red Card substitution 
START EIST 


START LIST 


Mohamad Shatnawi GK Daniel Vukovic 

Mouneef Hamed Ababneh Trent McClenahan 

Ammar Ali Ibrahim Abu 19 
| 79 | 


Isam Al-Mbaydin 19 


Mohammad Ahmed 

Al-Maharmeh 

Mohammed Khier Abdel ; 
Ruben Zadk« ‘A 

Razzaq Saeed Al-Jamal baaeracessadakink 

Odai Yusuf Ismaeel Al-Saify Neil Kilkenny 

Issa Husamaldean Issa ; sud 

Al-Sapah David Williams 


= 
LS) 


ik 


Mohannad Othman 
Mohammad Al-Maharmeh 


Khalil Helal Mohammad Fetian 


Nathan Burns 


Bruce Djite 


N 
a 


Hussein Ziad Odtallah Dario Vidosic 


DF Mohammad Makawi 


MF Mohammad AI-Zoubi 

22 GK Anas Odeh Mousa Tarif 
Team Coach Team Coach Rob Baan 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Jasim Karim (Bahrain) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Khaled Rashed Salem Al-Allan (Bahrain, 
Assistant Referee 2 | Jaafar Abdulla Mohamed (Bahrain) [ 


ajal a lala] on 
CIN] &@ [ar 


Abdallah Mohammad Hamed ray " 

: Kristian Sarkies 
Al-Bashir 
Yousef Al-Shboul Ersan Giliim 
Mohammad AI-Khatib Adam Casey 
Ahmed Abdul-Haleem x 
Abdul-Salam Al-Zugheir Agar DiApiZZ0 

= 


match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have progressed to the third and final stage of qualifying for the Beijing Olympics with a comprehensive 4-0 win over Jordan in Amman overnight. 

After a tight first half the Australian side completed dominated the second period with goals from David Williams (2), Nick Ward and Dario Vidosic. 

The Australian side went into the match knowing a draw would guarantee progression to the next stage of qualifying which commences in August. Australia finished the group on eleven points with Iran 
concluding their matches with five points after a final match 3-2 defeat at home to Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia won the group on 15 points with Jordan finishing on two points. 

Following the scoreless first half, the Qantas Under 23's took the lead in the 54th minute when Brondby-based striker David Williams was able to finish off a neat one-two passing move with Bruce Djite. 
The Australians lead was doubled in the 68th minute when substitute Nick Ward headed home a David Williams corner. 

David Williams sealed the match five minutes later when he beat the Jordanian offside-trap and slotted home his one-on-one opportunity past the advancing opposition goalkeeper. 

The match was put beyond doubt when Dario Vidosic hit a stinging right-footed shot from outside the box during injury time that rocketed into the top-right corner to give the Qantas Under 23's a memorable 
4-0 victory and a place in the final stage of qualifying for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. 

"We started a little nervously, and though we didn't create too much in the first half, we also did not give much away," said Qantas Under 23's coach Rob Baan. "I felt that once we scored our first that we 
would really dominate and so it proved. At half time | was able to change our tactics a little bit which worked well. The whole team played very well in the second half much like we played in the match against 
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Iran last month and we created chances and finished them," concluded Baan. 
The third stage features 12 teams split into three groups and will be held from August 22 - November 21, with only the three group winners representing Asia at the Beijing Olympic Games. The draw for the 
third stage of qualifying will take place next Wednesday 13th June in Kuala Lumpur at AFC House. 


Olympic Games, 2nd. Qualifying Round 


Date & Time Venue 
22nd. August 2007, 19.00 Al-Rayyan Stadium, Doha, Qatar 
Iraq U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Iraq U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Yellow Time of 
(minute) substitution : i Card substitution 


| 24 | GK __ [Mohammed Kadhum Daniel Vukovic 
DF ___|Mohammed Ali Karim Adrian Leijer 


15 DF ee pene Nts Matthew Spiranovic 
26 DF Nabeel Abbas Lafta Trent McClenahan 
Dira Mohammed Habeib Nikolai Topor-Stanle 
Ala’a Abdul-Zahrah Khashen 
Al-Azzawi 

Karrar Jassim Mohammed MF Stuart Musialik (c ) 
MF Fareed Majeed Ghadban MF Nicholas "Nick" Ward 
Fl Mustafa Karim Abdullah Ww Nathan Burns 


Ww 
FW ___|Ali Abbas Mshehed AI-Hilfi 
Ww 


Hi Ahmed Mohammed Abbas Al- Fw |David Wililams 
Zobaie 


Haidir Aboodi Hantosh Neil Kilkenny 
Haider Sabah Hassan Dario Vidosic 
Samer Saeed Mujbel Tando Velaphi 


46 18 GK 
ich id: Mulia Mohammed 76 24 MF |Bradley "Brad" Porter 
Saad Attiya Hafidh 25 MF Steven O'Dor 
Khaldoun Ibrahim Mohammed hn 
Albu-Mohammed 27 DF Ersan Giliim 
a es ee 


GK ___|Sarhang Muhsen Nadir 
Team Coach 
Team Manager 
Referee Sun Baojie (People's Republic of China) frei 7 ey iy 
Assistant Referee 1 |Liu Tiejun (People's Republic of China) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Hai Tan (People's Republic of China) 


Position 


DF 
MF 
MF 


match report from the AFC 

Iraq and Australia played out a dull goalless draw at Al Rayyan Stadium in Doha on Wednesday in their opening Group A match of the AFC Final Round for the Beijing Olympic Games. 

In a match of few real chances, Athens 2004 semi-finalists Iraq nearly snatched victory at the death but Nabeel Lafta fired over the Australian crossbar from point blank range. 

The first half was a scrappy affair in which neither side was able to create any decent efforts on the opposition goal in the opening half-hour. 

The Australians finally fashioned a chance in the 30th minute when Nicholas Ward floated in a cross from the right flank that Bruce Djite headed narrowly wide. 

On 38 minutes, the Iraqis threatened when Dira Habieb's cross from the left found the head of Ala'a Khashen, who put his header on target but straight at Australian goalkeeper Daniel Vukovic. 

Playmaker Karrar Jassim was Iraq's biggest threat going forward and he manufactured an opening for himself in the 43rd minute when he twisted and turned on the edge of the Australian box before firing in 
a low shot that was well covered by Vukovic. 

The Iraqis had their best opportunity of the half in stoppage time when they were awarded a free kick right on the edge of the box after Mostfa Abdulla was taken down by Adrian Leijer's tackle. 

But skipper Ali Hussein Rehema apurned the chance, firing his attempt over the Australian crossbar. 

The turgid play continued after the break and there was little excitement for the spectators until the 72nd minute when Djite went down in the box as he attempted to get past goalkeeper Mohammed Kadhum. 
But Chinese referee Sun Baojie was unimpressed and turned down the Australian's penalty claim. 

The game sparked briefly to life with David Williams firing in a low shot that forced a save out of the Iraqi keeper while Djite nearly caught out the Iraqi defence when he burst into the box on the blind side of 
defender Rareed Ghadban only to shoot straight at Kadhum from six metres out. 

On 77 minutes Mostfa Abdulla turned past Matthew Spiranovic on the right of the Australian box but saw his centring pass cut off by Vukovic just before it could reach a lurking Karrar Jassim. 
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The game then limped towards its conclusion but the Iraqis nearly stole all three points in stoppage time when Dira Habeib flicked on an Ali Mshehid into a crowded Australian goalmouth only for Nabeel Lafta 
to lift the final chance over the crossbar. 


Olympic Games, 2nd. Qualifying Round 
Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 


8th. September 2007, 19.00 Energy Australia Stadium, Newcastle, Occasional drizzle, partly cloudy 15C 4903 
New South Wales (international Sports Centre) 


Australia U-23..1 v. Democratic People's Republic of Korea U-23..0 

half time, Australia U-23..0 v. Democratic People's Republic of Korea U-23..0 
Position Goal Time of ’ Position Yellow Time of 
(minute) substitution i Card substitution 


START LIST 

GK __ [Daniel Vukovic Ri Myong-Guk 
DF __ [Adrian Leijer Cha Jong-Hyok 
DF 


Mark Milligan (c ) 49 Ri Jun-il 


Nikolai Topor-Stanley Ri Kwang-Chon 
Ruben Zadkovich Kim Yu-Choi 


Nicholas "Nick" Ward MF Jong Su-Hyok 
MF _|Blagoja "Billy" Celeski MF __|Pak Chol-Jin 
Mark Bridge FW Choe Choi-Man 


FW David Williams 


Bruce Djite Kim Kwang-Hyok 

Trent McClenahan DF Ryang Myong-il 

Leigh Broxham FW. Kang Jin-Hyok 

Ersan Guiltim Kim Kyong-il 

David Micevski Jang Myong-il 

Team Coach Graham Arnold 

Team Manager 
Referee Hiroyoshi Takayame (Japan) 
Assistant Referee 1 | Toshiyuki Nagi (Japan) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Hiroshi Tezuka (Japan) 


match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have scored a vital 1-0 win over DPR Korea at EnergyAustralia Stadium tonight, with Mark Milligan's second half header securing three points of qualification for the 2008 Olympic 
Games. 

Australia's first win of the final stage of qualification for next year's showpiece event in Beijing sees them occupy the all-important first place in their four-team group, albeit with one match to play to complete 
the round between Lebanon and Iraq later this evening. 

The Qantas Under 23's must top their group to secure one of Asia's three berths in Beijing, and, having recorded a win from their first home match of this final qualification stage, are well on track to secure 
their sixth consecutive Olympic Games appearance. 

Despite exuding overwhelming relief, Qantas Under 23's coach Graham Arnold lamented a lack of clinical nous in the Australians attacking third after the match, having witnessed several prime opportunities 
for his side to extend upon their lead go begging in the closing stages. 

"| was happy, but not happy with the final third," said Arnold after the match. "The boys carried out the game plan great - from the front to the back we were very, very good. But in international football, when 
you have three or four occasions where it's three against one and you blow them every time, you can end up getting punished. That's the downside of it; the good side of it is that we're a very disciplined 
group of players that obviously play with a lot of passion." 

DPR Korea's backline had been breached only four times in seven qualifying matches prior to tonight's encounter, and it was evident from the opening whistle that Graham Arnold's charges would not have it 
easy. 

Though the visitors defence was tested with consistency by Australia's sleek looking attacking brigade, the scoreboard read 0-0 at the break, with Ruben Zadkovich's long range effort midway through the 
opening stanza the highlight of a half dominated by the home side. 

The Sydney FC flyer was on the end of a delightful attacking advance involving Mark Bridge and Nick Ward - his left footed drive from the edge of the penalty area forcing a save from DPR Korea custodian 
Myong Guk Ri. 

Zadkovich's effort was just one of a host of half chances created by the Australians, whose movement and efficient passing, largely dictated by midfield standout Kristian Sarkies, was a treat to watch 
throughout. 
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With Bridge and strike partner David Williams offering pace in abundance uo front, a trait also shared by Qantas Under 23's debutant and attacking midfielder Billy Celeski, Australia always loomed most 
likely to net the match opener. 

That they did, only minutes into the second half. 

After seeing a desperate goal line clearance from Choi Jun Pak deny Bridge a goal on his Hyundai A-League home ground, it was the Qantas Socceroos’ Asian Cup standout Milligan that broke the deadlock 
just one minute later. 

Captain Milligan evaded the attention of the DPR Korea defence at the far post to head home a trademark corner from Sarkies to hand the home side a lead they richly deserved, and maintained despite 
some noteworthy pressure from the visitors until the final whistle. 

"We've got four points from six, which is a great start, Lebanon on Wednesday is going to be difficult as they've got a lot of travel to do," said Arnold. "We've got to make sure we do all the things right now in 
terms of recovery and get ready for the game." 
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Olympic Games, 2nd. Qualifying Round 


Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 
12th. September 2007, 19.00 Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford, New South Wales Excellent 16C 4171 


Goal 
(minute) 


Position 


Yellow 
Card 


Australia U-23..3 v. Lebanon U-23..0 
half time, Australia U-23..2 v. Lebanon U-23..0 
Time of 
substitution 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 
substitution 


G Daniel Vukovic 


G Hassan Abbas Moghnieh 


D Mark Milligan (c ) 
D Trent McClenahan 
Di 


Stuart Musialik 
MF Kristian Sarkies 


MF Nicholas "Nick" Ward 6 


K 7 = 
4 IF illic 
13 IF 
a 
MF Ruben Zadkovich 
[6 | mF al 
15 


F 
IF Mohamad Ahmed Atwi 
Ali Hamie 


MF Ali Yaacoub 


K 5 
OF 
Hussein Hassan Amine 

7 7 
7 


MF ___|Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 


Diaa Al Houssein Berro 


FW Mark Bridge 24 


FW Bruce Djite 


MF Leigh Broxham 


DF Samer Zeineddine 


SUBSTITUTES 
11 MF Hassan Hamdan 


Aaron Downes 


MF Mohamad Ramal 


GK Tando Velaphi 


FW David Williams 90+3 


18 Ahmad Ayoub 


Hassan Ibrahim Bittar 


Ayman El Adib 


DF 
MF David Micevski 
Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager 


Referee Kadyrbek Chynybekov (Kyrgyzstan) 


Assistant Referee 1 | Viktor Serazitdinov (Uzbekistan) 


Assistant Referee 2 |Rustam Saidov (Uzbekistan) 


match report from SBS 


The Australian Under 23's remain on track to secure a berth at the 2008 Olympic Games after convincingly defeating Group A rivals Lebanon 3-0 at Bluetongue Stadium on Wednesday night. 


Strikes from Nick Ward and Mark Bridge sent Australia to the break with a two goal advantage, before substitute David Williams added a third in second-half time added-on to make sure of a thoroughly 


Beginning the match with nine of the eleven players that were so impressive against DPR Korea four days earlier, Australia were simply an echelon above their stubborn, but outclassed opponents. 


English based defender Trent McClenahan replaced the suspended Adrian Leijer in central defence, while up front, the robust presence of Adelaide United's Bruce Djite was preferred in place of Brondby 


striker Williams. 


Although spirited in their play, Lebanon was ultimately no match for an Australian outfit that, at times, showcased football of the highest quality. 
"The first 35 minutes was champagne football, we played absolutely fantastic," said coach Arnold after the match. "I tried to put some pressure on the players to repeat their first half performance in the 
second half, but that's the way football is. At the end of the day, it's three points that we needed, before we came into camp last week we said to the boys that we had two home games, from which we need 
to get six points. After those two games we've got six points, four goals and no goals conceded, so | can't complain too much." 

Australia was in irresistible form in the first half, spearheaded by an affluent midfield featuring Billy Celeski, Stuart Musialik, Kristian Sarkies and goal scorer Ward. 
Ward's opener was the highlight of the half - the Queens Park Rangers playmaker smashing home a Nikolai Topor-Stanley cross with some style. 

Midway through the half, Bridge doubled Australia's advantage after some neat passing movements on the edge of the penalty area with strike partner Djite. 

Djite himself could have, and perhaps should have scored on several occasions throughout the match, such was his presence in Australia's final third. 


At the other end, captain Mark Milligan was once again a standout. 


Alongside newcomer McClenahan, Milligan marshalled his backline with the aplomb Australian football fans have come to expect in recent times - rarely allowing Lebanon's pint sized front line a chance at 


Danny Vukovic's goal. 


Ruben Zadkovich and Topor-Stanley again provided impetus from their respective fullback positions, while from the bench, David Micevski and Ersun Gulum showed some nice touches that complimented 


Williams’ noteworthy late contribution. 


As with last Saturday, this was a performance of genuine quality from Australia, who after back-to-back wins and four successive clean sheets, are ideally positioned to continue Australia's proud Olympic 


Games record in Beijing. 


"Iraq are in pole position - our challenge is to win our three home games," said Arnold of Australia's chances of qualification. "I'm actually happy that we didn't have it all our own way in the second half, 
because now the boys know when we go to Lebanon for the next game, that Lebanon can play football." 
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Olympic Games, 2nd. Qualifying Round 
Venue 
Beirut Municipal Stadium, Beirut, Lebanon 
Lebanon U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Lebanon U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
Time of 
substitution 


Date & Time 
17th. October 2007, 18.00 


Time of 
substitution 


Goal 
(minute) 


Goal 
(minute) 


GK Hassan Abbas Moghnieh 
Ali Al-Saadi (¢ 


Hussein Hassan Amine 


Yellow Yellow 


Position 


DF 
DF 
DF Jihad Al-Helwi 
DF 


Samer Zeineddine 


Mootaz Bellah El-Jounaidi 


Nicholas "Nick" Ward 


Mohamad Ahmed Atwi 


Adam D‘Apuzzo 


Zakaria Yehya Charara 
Ali Yaacoub 
Akram Moghrabi 


FW 


James Troisi 


Mark Bridge 


Nathan Burns 


Abbas Ahmad Atwi 


Trent McClenahan 


Ali Hamie 
Mohamad Ramal 
Diaa Al Houssein Berro 


Tando Velaphi 


Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 


Ayman El Adib 


Jordan Simpson 


Hassan Maatouk 


Nigel Boogaard 


Mohamad Chokor 


Team Coach Graham Arnold 


Team Manager 


Team Coach 

Team Manager 
Referee Lee Gi Young (Korea Republic) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Kim Yong Su (Korea Republic) 
[Assistant Referee 2 |Kim Dong Jin (Korea Republic) 


match report from the AFC 

Australia's hopes of qualifying for next summer's Olympic Games in Beijing suffered a blow as Graham Arnold's Olyroos were held to a 0-0 draw by Lebanon at the Beirut Municipal Stadium on Wednesday 
evening. 
Despite dominating for much of the 90 minutes, the Australians were unable to breach the Lebanese defence and the draw puts them under pressure ahead of their next qualifier against group leaders Iraq 
on November 17. 

Missing the A-League's leading scorer Bruce Djite, who is out due to injury, the Australians lacked a cutting edge and were unable to turn their significant possession into goals. 

The Olyroos controlled the tempo of the game but Australia came away with little to show for their superiority as they struggled to find a way through a resolute Lebanon back line. As a result, Graham 
Arnold's team was left to try their luck from set pieces or from distance. 

Nicky Ward saw his seventh minute header palmed away by goalkeeper Hassan Mogneigh before Kristian Sarkies' shot was deflected wide. 

However, it was Lebanon striker Akram Moghrabi who had the best goal scoring opportunity in the first quarter of the game when his turn and shot on the corner of the penalty area was just wide of Daniel 
Vukovic's left upright. 

Mogneigh was again on hand to deny the Australians in the 27th minute when he pushed Mark Bridge's header to safety before Moghrabi went close again at the other end when he volleyed Jihad El Helwi's 
free kick just wide of the target. 

Sarkies was then off target with his free kick before James Troisi blew a great chance to give the Olyroos the lead in the first half injury time when he lifted the ball over the bar after a fine one-two with Bridge 
finally put him behind the Lebanese defence. 

The Australians came out in determined mood in the second half, with Bridge seeing his 49th minute effort pushed away by Mogneigh while Troisi's shot was cleared off the line by Hussein Amine from the 
resultant corner. 

Five minutes later Moghrabi looked set to give Lebanon the lead as the hosts hit hard on the break only for a last-ditch challenge from Adam D'Apuzzo to block the shot and leave Zhakaria Charara to fire into 
the side netting. 

The Australians then contrived to create and miss a host of chances, with Sarkies among those sending his header just wide while, with the game deep into stoppage time, Bridge saw his attempt deflected 
wide of the target as Lebanon held on for a point. 
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Olympic Games, 2nd. Qualifying Round 


Date & Time Venue 

17th. November 2007, 19.00 Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford, New South Wales 
Australia U-23..2 v. Iraq U-23..0 

half time, Australia U-23..1 v. Iraq U-23..0 

Position Goal Yellow Time of : Position Goal Yellow Time of 

(minute) Card substitution (minute) Card substitution 

START LIST 


GK Daniel Vukovic 
D Adrian Leijer 19 


FF 
DF ___|Mark Milligan (c 58 Saad Attiya Hafidh 
DF 

iF 


| 
Trent McClenahan Nabeel Abbas Lafta 
D Nikolai Topor-Stanle' Dira Mohammed Habeib 
, Khaldoun Ibrahim Mohammed 
Ruben Zadkovich Albu-Mohammed 
Kristian Sarkies Ala'a Abdul-Zahrah Khashen 
Al-Azzawi 
— 


Leigh Broxham 
Mark Bridge 
Dario Vidosic 


1 
3 
| 

13 
20 

2 

7 

9 


Ahmed Mohammed Abbas AI- 


James Troisi . 
Zobaie 


SUBSTITUTES 


Nathan Burns 4 Haidir Aboodi Hantosh 
Nicholas "Nick" Ward 6 Haider Sabah Hassan 
Aaron Downes 7 Mustafa Karim Abdullah 
G Tando Velaphi Fareed Majeed Ghadban 
— 


iK 
19 
MF Jordan Simpson Agqeel Hameed 
Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager 


Abdul Malik Abdul Bashir (Singapore) 
Goh Gek Pheng Jeffrey (Singapore) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Shamsul Maidin (Singapore) 


AJR a/ajaja 
ao BSIN/ alo 


match report from the AFC 

Australia took a giant step towards qualifying for the 2008 Beijing Olympics when they scored a 2-0 win over Iraq in front of 13,088 spectators at Bluetongue Stadium on Saturday night. 

The Olyroos now lead the Group A final qualifying round and a win or a draw against DPR Korea in Pyongyang on Wednesday in their final qualifier will see them into their sixth successive Olympic games. 
Despite it being an Australian home game Iraqi fans outnumbered the Olyroos supporters. 

But they were silenced by goals from Olyroos defenders Adrian Leijer and Mark Milligan in the 19th and 58th minutes respectively. 

Leijer's goal came when Iraq failed to clear the ball from a Kristian Sarkies free-kick and in the ensuing goal mouth scramble Nikolai Topor-Stanley's shot was deflected out to an unmarked Leijer on the left 
who fired it past Iraqi keeper Mohammed Kadhum. 

The second goal came from a perfectly executed Sarkies free kick that was met by a flying Milligan on the far corner of the penalty box, who put a powerful header into the net. 

The Olyroos put early pressure on Iraq especially down the left through Newcastle United forward James Troisi. 

In the eighth minute Troisi tore down the centre towards goal before cutting the ball left to Ruben Zadkovich who had a point blank shot from left of the goal but could not steer it past Kadhum. 

Trying to get back on equal terms Iraq piled on the pressure late in the first half. 

Their best chance came in the 42nd minute when Samer Mujbel beat Topor-Stanley down the right side and from an acute angle to the goal line struck a powerful shot that Australian goalkeeper Danny 
Vukovic propelled upwards before Trent McClenahan cleared off the line. 

Iraq had another chance in the 45th minute when Karrar Muhamed turned on the edge of the box but his shot lacked power and presented Vukovic with an easy save. 

Australia hung on to go to the halftime break with a 1-0 lead. 

But they were again under pressure early in the second half. In the 47th minute Muhamed was trapped in the corner by two defenders but showed some nice footwork to put in a cross to Mostfa Abdulla 
whose shot was just saved by Vukovic. 

A Sarkies free kick met the head of Milligan in the 53rd minute only for the ball to be blocked by the back of an Iraqi defender. It proved a rehersal of the goal that followed five minutes later. 

In the 72nd minute Topor-Stanley almost scored an own goal but his clearing shot went just left of goal. 

The Iraqis were urged on by their huge group of supporters but they ended the game unable to score and they now need to down Lebanon in their final qualifier while hoping the Australians lose in Pyongyang 
to progress to Beijing next year. 

Australian coach Graham Arnold said he experienced a sense of revenge. 
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"It was payback for me," Arnold said. "We copped a 3-1 loss to Iraq in the Asian Cup and they beat us in the quarter finals of the Olympics. But the job isn't over. | congratulated the boys on a great 
performance but tomorrow we head to DPR Korea where we play on artificial grass in zero degrees." 

The Olyroos will prepare for the game in Pyongyang by training in Beijing for two days on an artificial pitch. 

Arnold said the key to his team's success in its first Asian Olympic qualifying campaign has been adapting to an Asian style of football and playing with discipline. 

"I've tried to teach these boys how to play Asian football," Arnold said. "If you don't start playing the way they play it is very difficult." 

Arnold paid credit to the quality of the opposition and said it's a proud moment to defeat such a strong team. 

"They're an outstanding side and you don't have seven players from the squad that won the Asian Cup and not be a good side," Arnold said. 

Arnold said one of the challenges of his side had been to try and match the desire and commitment that the Iraq team plays with. 

"The negativity in the country | believe has brought their sporting teams and their country closer together," Arnold said. "We saw at the Asian Cup their commitment, work rate and team spirit was second to 
none." 
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Date & Time Venue 
21st. November 2007, 15.00 Kim I1 Sung Stadium, Pyongyang, North Korea 3C 8500 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Democratic People's Republic of Korea U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of 


Position Name 4 Red Card 
‘minute, Card 


GK___|RiMyong-Guk 
DF Ri Jun-il 
iF 


DF Kim Kuk-Jin 
MF Ri Choi-Myong 


MF Ruben Zadkovich 
MF Kim Kyong-il MF Kristian Sarkies 
| MF | 


M Pak Chol-Min to | si MF ___|Leigh Broxham 
26 
= 
amex 


DF Adrian Leijer 70 
DF 
DF Trent McClenahan 


23 


11 
15 

| 29 | 
30 


IF 
MF Yun Yong-il James Troisi 
MF Pak Song-Chol Mark Bridge 
FW Jong Chol-Min Dario Vidosic 


Cha Jong-Hyok 
MF An Jong-Ho 
GK Ju Kwang-Min 
FW___|An Chol-Hyok 


FW Nathan Burns 
Nicholas "Nick" Ward 
Aaron Downes 


HH 


ND 
1) 


Tando Velaphi 


ND 
XN 


GK 
DF Ri Kwang-Hyok FW David Williams 

Team Coach Team Coach Graham Arnold 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Referee Muhsen Basma (Syrian Arab Republic, 

Assistant Referee 1 |Hamdi Al-Sheikh Al-Kadri (Syrian Arab Republic) 

Assistant Referee 2 |Tammam Hamdoun (Syrian Arab Republic) 


match report from the AFC 

Australia booked their spot in next year's Olympic Football Tournament after a controversial second-half equaliser earned them a 1-1 draw against DPR Korea on Pyongyang on Wednesday. 

Dominated in the opening half and trailing to Pak Choi-min's 10th minute strike, the Olyroos got back on level terms 20 minutes from time when skipper Mark Milligan looped a header into the net although it 
appeared to strike the hand of Adian Leijer before crossing the line. 

Syrian referee Muhsen Basma allowed the goal to stand despite Korean protests as Australia hung on for the precious point that ensured that they would finish ahead of second-placed Iraq in Group A of the 
AFC Final Round for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. 
Australia coach Graham Arnold had expressed concerns prior to the game about the chilly conditions in Pyongyang and his team were caught cold as the home side started strongly on the artificial surface 
of the Kim II Sung Stadium. 
Pak Choi-min fired the first warning shot in the ninth minute when he received a pass from Jong Chol-min on the edge of the Australian box and shot just over the crossbar. 

But the Australians failed to heed the danger and fell behind a minute later. Milligan failed to deal with a long ball from the back which flew over his head and bounced up nicely for Pak, who deftly chipped it 
over the head of goalkeeper Daniel Vukovic from 15 metres. 
It was the first goal conceded by the Australians in the final round after five consecutive clean sheets but they very nearly conceded a second four minutes later. 

Another long ball caught out the Australians again, forcing Vukovic to charge out of his box and head the ball clear as Jong Chol-min attempted to gain possession. The ball fell to Kim Kuk-jin, who drilled it 
back towards goal only for Leijer to get back in time to clear it off the line. 
Pak Chol-min continued to be a thorn in the side of the Australian defence and nearly netted a second in the 19th minute when he snapped up a half-clearance and volleyed the ball just over the crossbar. 
Kim Kuk-jin then dragged a shot wide with the goal at his mercy, while Yun Yong-il tested Vukovic with a swerving shot that forced the Australian goalkeeper to go down low to his left. 

The Australians could have got back on level terms in the 35th minute after a mistake by Pak Song-chol presented the ball to Mark Bridge. He played it through to James Troisi whose sharp drive was well 
saved by goalkeeper Ri Myong-guk with Pak redeeming himself by hacking the ball clear before Bridge could turn in the rebound. 

After their strong performance in the first half, the Koreans appeared happy to sit on their lead after the break with their players going down for treatment at the slightest hint of contact. 

The visitors were able to grab the initiative and Nikolai Topor-Stanley went close to an equaliser in the 66th minute, heading over from close range. 

But the Olyroos got he goal that they needed on 70 minutes in controversial circumstances, A Kristian Sarkies free-kick was met in the six-yard box by Milligan whose header looped past Ri Myong-guk, 
appearing to strike the hand of Leijer as it went into the net off the left upright. 
With the exhausted Koreans unable to muster up any more serious threats on the Australian goal and the visitors content to keep the ball in the corners in the final 20 minutes, the game petered out to a 
draw, ensuring that the Australians will play in the Olympics for a sixth consecutive time next year. 
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2008 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
8th January 2008, Marconi Oval, Bossley Park, Sydney, Australia 
Australia U-23..2 v. Australia..1 

half time, 


a3 Goal Time of ai Goal Yellow Time of 
START LIST 


Archie Thompson 


ee Ruben Zadkovich 


Matthew "Matt" Simon 


SUBSTITUTES 
——— 
Graham Arnold Peter (Pim) Verbeek 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Referee 


Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


The Australia U-23 squad consisted of:- 

Goalkeepers:- Tando Velaphi, Daniel Vukovic. 

Defenders:- Nigel Boogaard, Robert Cornthwaite, Mark Milligan, Nikolai Topor-Stanley, Michael Zullo. 
Midfielders:- Leigh Broxham, Stuart Musialik, Kristian Sarkies, Nicholas "Nick" Ward, Ruben Zadkovich. 
Forwards:- Mark Bridge, Bruce Djite, Matthew Simon, Robbie Kruse. 


The Australian squad consisted of:- 

Goalkeepers:- Clint Bolton, Ante Covic. 

Defenders:- Simon Colosimo, Michael "Jamie" Coyne, Andrew Durante, Kevin Muscat, Jade North, Matthew "Matt" Thompson, Rodrigo "Roddy" Vargas, Alexander "Alex" Wilkinson. 
Midfielders:- Alex Brosque, Stephen "Steve" Corica, Adam Griffiths, John Hutchinson, Matthew "Matt" McKay, Tomislav "Tom" Pondeljak, Ufuk Talay. 

Forwards:- John Aloisi, Travis Dodd, Joel Griffiths, Lucas Pantelis, Archibald "Archie" Thompson. 


match report an extract from a FFA article 

Qantas Socceroos Pim Verbeek had his first look, up close and personal with his players from the Hyundai A-League and has learnt a lot from the two days in camp. 

The camp, held at Marconi Stadium in Sydney, is the first of three being held in preparation for the first match of the 2010 World Cup qualifying tournament against Qatar on February 6 in Melbourne. 
Verbeek also got to see the Qantas Under 23's for the first time and featured them in a training game against two separate teams of Qantas Socceroos players, with the Under 23's coming out on top with a 
2-1 win. 
For the Dutchman, the result of the training game was insignificant, as the most important thing, was it gave him an opportunity to see over 30 players in action, both on and off the field. 

"No, because it's a test; training, it's not about results," he said, whenasked if he was worried by the result. "Of course, | looked at the way they (23's) scored their goals, the chances we created or not 
created; that's all part of what | am doing here. The score is not so important to me." 
Verbeek also said that he has no intention of having a warm-up game prior to Qatar, believing this will hinder valuable training and preparation time, although a training game, similar to today's is not out of 
the question. 
He also didn't rule out calling more players in for a look in the following camps, while several players from the Under 23's certainly put their hand up with strong peformances in the training match. 
Well-taken goals from Matt Simon and Ruben Zadkovich gave the Olyroos a healthy cushion before Archie Thompson pulled one back for the Socceroos. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


poate & Time 
3rd. March 2008, 14.00 McAfee Coliseum, Oakland, San Francisco, USA 47440 


Mexico U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Mexico U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


No. Position Goal Red Card Hime oF No. Position Goal Yellow Red Card vine of 
(minute, substitution ‘minute, Card substitution 
START LIST 
Francisco Guillermo Ochoa Tando Velaphi 
Magafia 


DF Julio César "Cata" Dominguez Adrian Leijer 
Juarez 
Hugo Ayala Castro Nikolai Topor-Stanle' 
es ee i 


Gi 
Di 
Di 
Francisco Gamboa Gomez M Ruben Zadkovich 
Mi 
Fl 


Pablo Edson Barrera Acosta 


Enrique Alejandro Esqueda Tirado 
FW 


Santiago Fernandez Fernandez 


David Williams 


Fl 


Pt : 
iF 
DF IF 
a ee ee ee F 
DF Patricio Gabriel Araujo Vazquez MF ___|Leigh Broxham 
DF Edgar Eduardo Castillo Carrillo MF Adam D‘Apuzzo 
MF César Osvaldo Villaluz Martinez IF Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 
MF Sergio Gabriel Avila Valle MF James Holland 
a es es ee ee 
es 
46** Ww 


Nathan Burns 


SUBSTITUTES 
Luis Omar Hernandez Hernandez DF Robert Cornthwaite 


Edgar Bismarck Andrade Renteria Nigel Boogaard 


DF 
Omar Arellano Riveron FW___|Jason Hoffman 
Alan Miguel Zamora Gonzalez DF Troy Hearfield 
Luis Angel Landin Cortés FW___|Matthew Simon 
GK Justin Pasfield 
DF 


ey ee ee || DF |SebastianRyall 
FW Nikita Rukavytsya 
Graham Arnold 


Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 
Assistant Referee 2 


match report from FFA 

Newcastle Jets midfielder Troy Hearfield grabbed a dramatic late equaliser two minutes from full time as the Qantas Under 23's drew 1-1 against Mexico in their international match played this morning 
(Aust time) in San Francisco, USA. 

Playing in front of a partisan sell-out crowd of 47,440 spectators at the McAfee Coliseum, Mexico opened the scoring courtesy of an 18th minute own goal from Australian defender Adam D'Apuzzo who 
deflected in a cross. 
However, Jets midfielder Hearfield, who came on as a second half substitute, struck from close range with just two minutes of normal time remaining to seal a result for his team. 
It also extended the Qantas Under 23's unbeaten streak to nine matches since defeat away to Saudi Arabia last April. 
It was animpressive result for Graham Arnold's team against a Mexican side coached by the legendary Hugo Sanchez who are poised to commence their Olympic qualifying next week after lengthy 
preparations. 
Arnold was also without numerous regulars that featured in the qualifying campaign and today's match saw seven players debuting for the Qantas Under 23's. Newcastle Jets trio James Holland, Tarek Elrich, 
and Jason Hoffman, Central Coast Mariners pair Nigel Boogaard and Matt Simon, plus Perth Glory's Nikita Rukavytsya and Tando Velaphi all making their first appearance in an international for the team. 
Mexico created the better opportunities in the match however the Australians defended well under pressure lead by acting captain Adrian Leijer, while goalkeeper Velaphi was also in outstanding form making 
several spectacular saves. 
In a match played in blustery conditions striker David Williams had Australia's best opportunity to score mid-way through the second half after latching onto a Billy Celeski pass, however the ball failed to run 
for the Danish-based striker as he attempted to go around the goalkeeper. 
The equaliser eventually came with Leijer's glancing header from a long throw-in rammed in from close range at the far post by Hearfield. 
"Today was our first step towards Beijing since we qualified, and while it was a good result, the main thing was the match gave me an opportunity to look at some different players and to see what they can 
do at this level," said Arnold. 

"We had a lot of young and inexperienced players on the field and | am very pleased with what we showed today especially given the respective preparations of the two teams and also the context of the 
game. Mexico have been in camp for five or six weeks playing several matches preparing for their own qualifiers next week. Today was a great experience for our players to play in front of a large and noisy 
crowd and against a highly skilled and well-drilled team." 

The match was the first for Australia since the team qualified for the Beijing Olympics last November following an arduous 14-match Asian qualifying campaign. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
12th May 2008, Parramatta Stadium, Parramatta, Sydney, Australia 
Adelaide United..0 v. Australia U-23..2 

half time, 


‘minute, substitution ‘minute, substitution 


START LIST 


Team Coach io Vi Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager | Team Manager 

Referee | 

Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 [fe 


match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23s wrapped up their final preparations for the Intercontinental Cup - Malaysia 2008 with a trial match against Adelaide United at Parramatta Stadium in Sydney today. 

Qantas Under 23s Head Coach Graham Arnold used the training match to give a large number of his squad valuable game time before flying out to Malaysia tomorrow afternoon. 

Following the match, Arnold said he was pleased with the performance of his charges during the 90 minute hit-out. 

"lam very happy with the performances of all the players today and with our overall preparations for the Olympic Games." 

"My job of selecting a final squad is definitely getting tougher, with all the players improving the longer we are in camp together. 

"lam confident that this group of players will do us proud at the upcoming Intercontinental Cup and also in Beijing later this year. 

Arnold also expressed his appreciation to the Adelaide United Football club, and in particular Head Coach Aurelio Vidmar, for travelling to Sydney and providing competitive opposition to the Qantas Under 23s. 
The Qantas Under 23s play their play their first match at the Intercontinental Cup - Malaysia 2008 against Croatia on Friday 16 May (kick-off 11.00pm AEST), and then play Chile on Sunday 18 May 

(kick-off 11:00pm AEST) before their final group match against Ghana on Tuesday 20 May (kick-off 10.45pm AEST). The top two teams from each group then advance to the semi-finals on Friday 23 May, with the 
final to be played on Sunday 25 May (kick-off 10.45pm AEST). 

QANTAS UNDER 23s SQUAD - INTERCONTINENTAL CUP - MALAYSIA 2008 

15- 25 May 2008 

Nigel Boogaard (Central Coast Mariners), Dean Bouzanis (Liverpool FC, England), Mark Bridge (Sydney FC), Adam D-Apuzzo (Newcastle Jets), Spase Dilevski (Universitatae Craiova, Romania), 

Aaron Downes (Chesterfield, England), Tarek Elrich (Newcastle Jets), Troy Hearfield (Wellington Phoenix), Jason Hoffman (Newcastle Jets), James Holland (Newcastle Jets), Adrian Leijer (Fulham, England), 
Trent McClenahan (Hereford United, England), Mark Milligan (Uncontracted), Stuart Musialik (Sydney FC), Nikita Rukavysta (Perth Glory), Matt Simon (Central Coast Mariners), Nikolai Topor-Stanley (Perth Glory), 
James Troisi (Uncontracted), Tando Velaphi (Perth Glory), Ruben Zadkovich (Derby County- England) and Michael Zullo (Queensland Roar). 
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Inter Continental Cup, 1st. Round 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


KLFA Stadium, Cheras, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Croatia U-21..0 v. Australia U-23..3 
half time, Croatia U-21..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
Goal Yellow Goal Yellow 


Position 


Position (minute) 2 (minute) 


Time of 
substitution 


GK Antonijo Jezina G 
DF ___|Karlo Simek 


iK 
DF 
OF 
14 DF Ante Kulusié DF 

2 


19 DF Igor Prahié 


6 MF Mario Brkljaéa 


17 MF Mato Jajalo Troy Hearfield 


7 FW ___|lvan Bacak pase Dilevski 


Ante Mitrovié 


Silvio Rodié 


Ivan Kelava 


Tomislav BuSié Dean Bovzanis 


Goran Jozinovié Adrian Leijer 


Marin Ljubiéié Trent McClenahan 


Drago Gabrié Jason Hoffman 


Team Coach Drazen Ladié Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Shah Buddin Hadimin (Brunei, 


(Assistant Referee 1 |Azman Ismail (Malaysia) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Choosang Worapoj (Thailand) 


match report from the FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's kicked off their Intercontinental Cup tournament with a comprehensive 3-0 win over Croatia at the KLFA Stadium in Cheras, Malaysia overnight. 

Perth Glory striker Nikita Rukavytsya gave Australia a first half lead, with Troy Hearfield and James Troisi adding second half goals. 

Graham Arnold handed an Olyroo debut to Queensland Roar winger Michael Zullo, while Spase Dilevski played his first game since February 2007. 

After a cautious start by both sides as they sized each other up, it was Australia that grabbed the initiative in the 19th minute when Rukavytsya headed home, after Nigel Boogaard had flicked on Nikolai 
Topor-Stanley's long throw. 
But Rukavytsya's day was shortlived when he had to come off just after the half hour with a corked thigh, replaced by Mariners striker Matt Simon, for just his second appearance in the green and gold. 
Simon almost had his name on the goalscorer's list five minutes after the break, when he met a Dilevski corner with a firm header, but the Croatian keeper produced a good save. 

Hearfield scored a terrific goal two minutes later though when he was put through by Mark Bridge, who was skipper for the match, to double the advantage for Australia. 

James Troisi, made a quick impact after coming on as a substitute for Hearfield in the 70th minute, scoring just three minutes after coming on. His run and shot after cutting in from wide on the touchline was 
a superb individual goal and further underlined his growing reputation. 
Arnold was satisfied with the outcome, although concerned over injuries sustained by goalscorers Rukavytsya and Hearfield. 


"| was very pleased with the workrate of the players in hoy conditions and their mental attitude was very good. Having played 15 or 16 Olympic qualifiers in Asia, we know exactly how to slow down the game. 


Croatia are a good side but their players are young by one or two years. In this age group, one or two years can make a lot of difference physically. To get the win was a good start to the tournament." 
"| hope it's not serious,” said Arnold in relation to the injuries. 
Australia next play Chile, who thrashed Togo 5-1 in the other Group B game. 
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Inter Continental Cup, 1st. Round 

Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
18th May 2008, 21.00 KLFA Stadium, Cheras, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Chile U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..2 


half time, Chile U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 


oa. ‘ellow a oa! ‘ellow ime o1 
Goal Yell Position Goal Yell Ti f 
(minute) i (minute) substitution 


Position 


G 


; 
DF Nigel Boogaard 
DF Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
DF Trent McClenahan 
MF Ruben Zadkovich 
MF James Troisi 
MF James Holland 
17 MF Spase Dilevski 
pW ark Bridgge(c) 
9 25 76 


FW___|Matthew Simon 


SUBSTITUTES 
7 Adam D‘Apuzzo 
4 MF Stuart Musialik 55 

TF Dario Vidosic. 1 J 

Eduardo Berizzo Graham Arnold 

a) 


Assistant Referee 1 

The Chile U-23 squad consisted of:- 

Goalkeepers:- Gregory Saavedra Morales, Richard Andrés Leyton Abrigo. 

Defenders:- Osvaldo Alexis Gonzalez, Roberto Andrés Cereceda Guajardo, Carlos Alfredo Labrin Candia, Paulo Cezar Magalhdes Lobos, Alfonso Cristian Parot Rojas, Augustin Parra Repetto, 
Lucas Dominguez Irarrazabal, Francisco Arturo Alarcon Cruz. 


Midfielders:- Pablo Ignacio Gonzalez Reyes, Felipe Ignacio Seymour Dobud, Gerardo Elias Cortés Hermosilla, Jorge Galvez. 
Forwards:- Francisco Pizaarro Cortés, Leonardo Andrés Saavedra Salazar, Datid Jared Gazale Alvarez, David Antonio Llanos Almonacid. 


match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's has secured a place in the semi finals of the Intercontinental Cup being played in Malaysia, after a hard fought 2-1 victory over Chile on Sunday. 

A draw in its final game against Togo on Tuesday, will guarantee top spot on the Group B table. 

Derby County-bound Ruben Zadkovich handed Australia back the lead on the hour, a lead they were not to relinquish, despite being reduced to 10-men for the last fifteen minutes after Spase Dilevski was 
sent off for a second yellow card offence. 

Australia should have taken the lead after just nine minutes, when after a flurry of activity in the box, Simon struck the crossbar from only five yards out. 

But it was Chile that was dictating play for the main part in the opening 20 minutes, as Australia struggled to get to grips with the slick South Americans. 

Then on 25 minutes a great run down the right by fullback Trent McClenahan, saw him take it to the by-line before crossing into the box, where Simon this time made no mistake with his finish. 

The match was back level though a minute before the break in spectacular fashion, when a free kick from about 30 metres was smashed into the top left hand corner. 

Simon then capped a terrific game, by setting up the winner for Zadkovich on the hour mark, beating three defenders and crossing a great ball into the former Sydney FC midfielder, wno headed home. 
With the game getting physical, Dilevski, who had received an early booking, was then dismissed for a second yellow card and Australia manfully held on for a terrific victory. 

Coach Graham Arnold hailed the character of the team, especially in those final 15 minutes when down to ten men and Chile throwing everything at the Aussie defence. 

"The character of the players tonight was first class," said Arnold. "To come away with a win, especially after having to play with only ten men for the last fifteen minutes was a terrific effort by the players. 
This was a great test for us playing a South American team; we haven't played a South American team during the past two years and they were a good team." 

In the other group match, Croatia won 1-0 over Togo. 

The final match of the group on Tuesday against Togo, will see Arnold lose four players - James Troisi, Nikolai Topor-Stanley, James Holland and Mark Bridge - who will fly back for the Qantas Socceroos 
match against Ghana, plus Dilevski to suspension. Mark Milligan however will be available after serving his two-match suspension. 
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Date & Time 


20th May 2008, 20.45 MBP4J Stadium, Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia 


Goal 


Position (minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Inter Continental Cup, 1st. Round 


Position 


Weather Temperature 


Togo U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..4 
half time, Togo U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..2 


Goal Yellow 
(minute) 


Attendance 


Time of 
substitution 


Tarek Elrich 


Aaron Downes 


Stuart Musialk 


Adrian Leijer 


DF 


Ruben Zadkovich 


Nigel Boogaard 


Nikita Rukavytsya 


Abraw Samer 


FW 
GK 


Tando Velpahi 
Graham Arnold 


Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


The Togo U-23 squad consisted of:- 

Goalkeepers:- Tidjani Sodeke, Wassiou Salami. 

Defenders:- Moutaka Agodomou, Awali Mamah . 

Midfielders:- Gaty Kouami, Lalawélé "Lala" Atakora , Agbo Kousse. 
Forwards:- Ayewa Asmiou. 


as well, the following players were also in the squad:- Nimon Valentin, Koffi Bossou, Sesso Moussouminou, Yossua Ayao, Koumeyi Habib, Ekue Andre-Houma, Aboudjo Kossi (also shown as 


Abou Djo Kossi), Idrissou Biyao Kolou. 
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match report from FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have finished the group phase of the Intercontinental Cup unbeaten, after an emphatic 4-0 win over Togo in Kuala Lumpar, Malaysia. 

Jason Hoffman got Australia off to the perfect start with a goal after just seven minutes and looked in total control when Aaron Downes made it 2-0 just before the break. Togo then had a player sent off on the 
hour, with Australia piling on the pressure and adding further goals to Michael Zullo and Matt Simon made it 4-0. 

The match however ended in unfortunate circumstances, when Togo had another player sent off with 15 minutes remaining and subsequently another three players went off injured, which meant the referee 
had to abandon the match. 

But that should not diminish from what was a very good performance by the Australian team, which dominated throughout and went on to finish Group B on nine points, three ahead of Chile, who beat Croatia 
in the other group match 1-0, to decide second place. 

Australia's opponent in the semi-finals on Friday will not be known until tomorrow, as Nigeria and Iraq will play their postponed game from the opening round. Group A is very tight, with Nigeria just needing a 
draw to qualify in top spot, while an Iraq win would leave all four teams on four points and the semi-finalists decided by goal difference. At this stage that looks like Ireland, unless Iraq win by more than two 
goals over Nigeria. 

It was the perfect start by Australia, when a long throw by returning captain Mark Milligan into the penalty box, was headed by Simon onto the crossbar and Hoffman was quickest to react and he headed 
home for his first goal for Australia. 

The match evened out a little after that, although Australia carved out a few more chances and they finally put some breathing space between them just three minutes before the break. A corner by Dario 
Vidosic saw Chesterfield defender Downes make it 2-0. 

Any chance of a Togo comeback was laid to rest after 60 minutes when they were reduced to ten men and five minutes later Queensland Roar's Zullo received a neat flick on from Simon; went past two 
defenders and he finished neatly past the Togo keeper. 

Simon continued his impressive form, with his second goal of the tournament, five minutes later when he impressively cut in from out wide and then squeezed his well hit shot inside the near post. 

But the match then turned farcical when a second Togo player was sent off and then over the next eight minutes they proceeded to take more players off injured, leaving the referee with little choice but to 
stop the game early. 

Coach Graham Arnold was quick to praise the team for another good performance against an unpredictable style of play presented by the Africans. 

"This was our third match in a row where we faced a different style of play and again we adapted well and came away with a good win," he said. "This is exactly the preparation we need and the players are 
coping well with the conditions and | am looking forward to the semi finals." 
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23rd. May 2008, 21.00 


Goal 
(minute) 


Position 


KLFA Stadium, Cheras, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 


Inter Continental Cup, Semi-final 
Venue 


Weather 


Republic of Ireland U-21..1 v. Australia U-23..3 
half time, Republic of Ireland U-21..0 v. Australia U-23..2 


Yellow 


Card Position 


Temperature 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 


Attendance 


Time of 
substitution 


GK Shane Redmond G 
DF Simon Madden 


David Elebert 


Tando Velpahi 
Adrian Leijer 
Mark Milligan 


Trent McClenahan 


DF Shane Lowry 
DF Michael Spillane 
MF 


James Ryan 


K 
DF 
DF 
DF 


Michael Zullo 


Michael Collins 


Tarek Elrich 


Keith Treacy 


Stuart Musialk 


17 MF 
os ea] 
23 FW 


Spase Dilevski 


Matthew Simon 713,75{ 58 [| 77 


SUBSTITUTES 


Mark Salmon 


Nigel Boogaard 


Karl Moore 


FW 20 FW 
Stephen Maher a 


Don Given 


[ite fae 


Nikita Rukavytsya 


77 


‘Adam D’Apuzzo = ere 


Graham Arnold 


Assistant Referee 1 

match report from FFA 

Matt Simon's last push for a place in the Olyroos squad for the 2008 Olympic Games continued to gain momentum, with a superb hat-trick overnight against Ireland in the semi final of the Intercontinental Cup. 
Simon scored all three goals in the 3-1 win that has put Australia into the final against Nigeria, who defeated Chile 2-1 in the other semi final. Of the nations at the Intercontinental Cup, Australia and Nigeria 
are the only two going to the Olympics, so in many respects it's a fitting and worthy finale to the inaugral tournament. 

The Central Coast Mariners striker has been very much a peripheral figure in the squad up till now, but his five goals in the four games at the Cup have certainly helped his cause to grab one of the few places 
open to outfield players. 

It was a terrific start by Australia and Simon, with two goals in the first thirteen minutes, which always had them in control of the match. 

The first came after just seven minutes when Jason Hoffman made a run down the right and the ball he sent to the far post was perfect for Simon, who headed home. 

Six minutes later, Spase Dilevski, back after missing the final group match because of suspension, delivered a quality ball in behind the Irish defence and Simon headed home again. 

Ireland's attack was given few chances to score by the steady Australian defence, but in the 39th minute they almost pulled a goal back with a great strike that hit the top of the crossbar. 

Australia made sure of victory with fifteen minutes remaining, when Stuart Musialik played a long ball to the edge of the area for Dario Vidosic. The former Queensland Roar striker worked his way in the 
penalty area and then cutback a superb pass to Simon who slid the ball home for his hat-trick. 

Ireland managed to pull a goal back with five minutes to go, Alan Judge's shot from 25 metres out, giving Aussie keeper Tando Velaphi no chance, as it sailed into the top corner. 

Interestingly, Ireland featured a young Aussie kid in their team, Aston Villa's Shane Lowry. 


match report from the Irish Times, 23/5/2008 
A Republic of Ireland side beset by illness has bowed out of the Under-23 Intercontinental Cup tournament in Malaysia at the semi-final stage after defeat to Australia. 

A hat-trick from Matthew Simon sealed the fate of Don Givens' side before Alan Judge's 84th minute consolation. 

Australia will play Nigeria in the final of the eight-nation tournament. 

Ireland were without defenders Eddie Nolan and Darren Dennehy, who are both suffering from a virus. 

Simon opened the scoring with a header in the seventh minute and doubled the advantage 10 minutes later when he nodded the ball past Shane Redmond at the back post. 

Ireland then lost Stephen Ward and Shane Collins after 23 and 25 minutes respectively. The pair had also been feeling the effects of the virus and were never expected to last the entire game. 
Nevertheless Ireland caused their opponents problems late in the first half and went close through Billy Clarke who saw a shot clip the crossbar before shooting narrowly wide moments later. 

Simon added a third in the 75th minute but Ireland got some reward when Judge finished for the first time at this level after David Elebert set him up. 

"Overall, I'm happy with the performance of my players. It was a pity that the illness has to get in the way over the last day but some of those youngsters really took their chance and impressed me," Ireland 
manager Don Givens said afterwards. 

Republic of Ireland: Shane Redmond (Nottingham Forest), Simon Madden (Leeds United), David Elebert (Hamilton Academicals), Shane Lowry (Aston Villa), Michael Spillane (Norwich City), James Ryan 
(Shrewsbury Town), Michael Collins (Huddersfield Town), Keith Treacy (Blackburn Rovers), Alan Judge (Blackburn Rovers), Billy Clarke (Ipswich Town), Stephen Ward (Wolverhampton Wanderers). 
Substitutions: Mark Salmon (Wolverhampton Wanderers) for Collins (23 mins), Karl Moore (Manchester City) for Ward (25 mins), Stephen Maher (Yeovil Town) for Ryan (84 mins). 
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Inter Continental Cup, Final 
Venue 
KLFA Stadium, Cheras, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 


Nigeria U-23..2 v. Australia U-23..0 


25th. May 2008, 20.45 


Weather Temperature 


Attendance 


Position 


Yellow 
Card 


half time, Nigeria U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 


Time of 
substitution 


Ambruse Vanzekin 


Tando Velpahi 


Chibuzo Augustine Okonkwo 
Monday James 


Adrian Leijer 
Trent McClenahan 


Michael Adeyinka Adedeji 


MF Osadebamwen Moses Okoro 


Tarek Elrich 
Aaron Downes 


Stuart Musialk 


Spase Dilevski 


Chima Daniel Uchechi Orelaja 


Matthew Simon 


FW___|John Owoeri 


14 FW Emmanuel Sarki 
Di 


Nikita Rukavytsya 


i 
13 DF 
22 DF 
17 MF i 
20 FW 
23 


Dario Vidosic 
SUBSTITUTES 


IF Adama Ada Odey 15 DF 
MF Michael Tukura DF 
7 MF 
SSE 19 DF 
Po 


Michael Zullo 
Nigel Boogaard 
Adam D'Apuzzo 


Graham Arnold 


12 GK 
Team Coach 
Team Manager 


a ee 

ee ee 

Samson Siasia 

Team Manager 

Krishnan Ramachandran (Malaysia 
Assistant Referee 1 |Ildzha Salim (Malaysia) 

match report from the FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have lost the final of the Intercontinental Cup, 2-0 against Nigeria in Kuala Lumpur overnight. 

Fielding an under-strength team with the withdrawal of Mark Milligan due to illness, the Olyroos had their chances, but a goal in each half saw Nigeria, who will also be at the 2008 Olympic Games in China, 
get the win. 

Despite the loss, coach Graham Arnold hailed the tournament a success and it has given him much food for thought in the selection of his final squad for the Olympics. 

"It was a great tournament," said Arnold after the game. "I learnt a lot about the players and their ability to perform and backup in these conditions and they performed excellantly. Tonight we were far the 
better team for the majority of the game but didn't take our chances. | am very positive looking forward," he added. "These players have given me a selection headache for Beijing. Before this tournament 

| had 12/13 pencilled in for spots for the Olympics but after this tournament | now only have four." 

Australia could easily have taken the lead after just three minutes, when a free kick by Vidosic, created a flurry of activity inside the box, with Nikita Rukavytsa's shot just over the crossbar. 

But four minutes later, Nigeria took the lead when Bernard Okorowanta's shot hit the post and went in. 

Tarek Elrich then came to Australia's rescue two minutes later, clearing off the line following a Nigerian corner. 

Dario Vidosic went close to getting an equaliser for Australia right on half time, when he headed Rukavytsa's cross just wide. 


Semi final hat-trick hero Matt Simon went close ten minutes after the break, turning his defender and shooting just wide. 
Nigeria's match-winner came with five minutes remaining when Emmanuel Sarki scored directly from a corner, his inswinging cross somehow eluding Simon at the near post. 


description of the goals from Football Association of Malaysia. 
Goal 1: Bernard Okorowanta scores in the 8th minute, latching on to Okoro Osadabamwen's delicate touch in a quick three-man move from the edge of the box. 
Goal 2: Emmanuel Sarki's free-kick from the left flank goes straight into the Aussie net in the 86th minute. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
27th. June 2008, Darwin Football Stadium, Darwin, Australia 1404 
Australia U-23..3 v. Chile U-23..4 
half time, Australia U-23..1 v. Chile U-23..1 


‘minute, Card substitution ‘minute, substitution 
START LIST 

eT 

5 DF Mark Milligan 
7 |b aston Bowras | ag| ~ [—— 

17 DF Aaron Downes 20, 68 82 
Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 

15 MF Leigh Broxham 47 
Adam D'‘Apuzzo 

19 FW 


Mark Bridge (c ) 


Fabian Alfredo Cerda Valdés 


Bruno Sebastian Romo Rojas 
Eugenio Esteban Mena Reveco 
Bastian Alexis Arce Ramirez 

IF Sebastian Antonio Méndez Plaza 
MF Felipe Ignacio Seymour Dobud 

MF 
MF 


= 
i 


GK 
DF 
DF 
DF 
MF 
Mi 


NI 
. it i 


Eduardo Jestis Vargas Rojas 
Esteban Efrain Paredes Quintanilla 


Dario Vidosic 


SUBSTITUTES 
10 FW Nikita Rukavysta 


MF Nicholas "Nick" Ward 


Gregory Saavedra Morales 
Esteban Andrés Saez Moncada 


Chris O'Connor 


GK 
FW 

DF 

DF 


Matias Daniel Campos Toro 


Nigel Boogaard 
Trent McClenahan 


Team Coach Graham Arnold Team Coach 
Team Manager | Team Manager 
Ben Williams (Australia) | 


Assistant Referee 2 |Ned Sparkes (Australia) 


re ee 

Saas ae eee 

a ee ee ee 

a ee ee ee ee 
Robert Cornthwaite 86 14 DF Sebastian Ignacio Diaz Escobar 
Michael Zullo 83 15 DF Fabian Andrés Torres Cuello 
Neil Kilkenny 67 16 FW Sebastian Andrés Barrientos 

Olivares 
es es ee 
es ee ee 


match report from the FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have been defeated 3-4 by Chile Under 23's in an enthralling match at Darwin Football Stadium tonight. 

A crowd of 1,404 was on hand to see the first international football match in the Northern Territory and neither teams disappointed scoring seven goals in ninety minutes. 

The Qantas Under 23's opened the scoring in the 20th minute when a Dario Vidosic corner found Aaron Downes unmarked at the far post for a header and he was able to slot home without any trouble. Chile 
equalised five minutes later when Chilean captain Esteban Paredes curled his left-footed free-kick over the Australian defensive wall leaving goalkeeper Justin Pasfield little chance of saving. 

The Qantas Under 23's had an opportunity to take the lead shortly before half-time break when they were awarded a free-kick just outside the edge of the box, but Dario Vidosic's shot went over the cross-bar 
and the score remained the same going into the break. 
The Chileans took the lead two minutes into the second half when Boris Sagredo and was able to drive a half-volley into the net following a well taken free-kick. 

Aaron Downes bagged his second and equalised for his team in the 68th minute following another corner and Troy Hearfield grabbed the lead back for the Qantas Under 23's in the 76th minute following a 
good piece of individual strength that resulted in his left footed strike finding the bottom corner of the goal. 

But the Chieans fought back and equalised again in the 82nd minute when Eduardo Vargas was on hand to capitalise on a wayward backpass from Aaron Downes. Vargas making no mistake with his 
one-on-one opportunity with Pasfield. 
Esteban Paredes scored the winner for Chile in the 85th minute when he flicked on a corner inside the near-post to end a high scoring affair. 

After the match, the Qantas Under 23's coach Graham Arnold was disappointed with the result but happy with the performance. 

"You never like to lose a match, but | was happy with the overall performance of the players," said Arnold. "We became a little disjointed towards the end with six substitutions but this match was more 
about testing ourselves against quality opposition. Three of the goals we conceded were from set pieces, but those sort of errors can be fixed. We will now use Sunday's match to give some other players a 
chance to impress ahead of the final team selection," concluded Arnold. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


29th. June 2008, 17.00 Darwin Football Stadium, Darwin, Australia 1780 


Australia U-23..1 v. Chile U-23..1 
half time, Australia U-23..1 v. Chile U-23..0 


‘minute, substitution ‘minute, Card substitution 
START LIST 
Eugenio Esteban Mena Reveco 
Bastian Alexis Arce Ramirez 


3 
5 


GK 
DF 
DF 
DF 
DF 
MF 
MF 
MF 
MF 

Ww 


9 MF Nicholas "Nick" Ward 
19 MF James Holland 
10 FW Nikita Rukavysta Ww 


15 FW David Williams Fl 


= 
BS [elol|Nfoln 
a 


Fabian Andrés Torres Cuello 
11 MF __|Boris Alexis Sagredo Romero 


17 DF Michael Zullo GK Fabian Alfredo Cerda Valdés 
4 MF Blagoja "Billy" Celeski DF Sebastian Ignacio Diaz Escobar 
18 GK Tando Velaphi DF Lucas Dominguez lrarrazabal 


11 DF Tarek Elrich DF Matias Daniel Campos Toro 
13 DF __|Troy Hearfield Po 
74__|_FW__[Nathan Burns ee 


Team Coach Graham Arnold 


Peter Green (Australia 
Assistant Referee 1 | Tim Lay (Australia) 
ea Rr ROR Ri tooo 
match report from the FFA 
The Qantas Under 23's played out an entertaining 1-all draw against the Chile Under 23's tonight in front of 1,780 fans at the Darwin Football Stadium. Kristian Sarkies opened the scoring for the Qantas 
Under 23's from the penalty spot in the 27th minute and Felipe Seymour equalised for the Chileans in the 67th minute with a clinical finish from inside the box. 
Qantas Under 23's head coach Graham Arnold made ten changes to the line-up for tonight's match with Mark Milligan the only player to start both games. 
The match began at the same frenetic pace that was seen on Friday evening with the Chileans having the first attempt on goal in the 3rd minute, but five minutes later Kristian Sarkies had the Qantas Under 
23's first shot which was expertly tipped over the bar by Gregory Saavedra in the Chilean goal. 
The Qantas Under 23's continued to apply the pressure with Nikita Rukavytsya netting in the 21st minute but the goal was disallowed for off-side. But the Qantas Under 23's were on the scoreboard in the 
27th minute when Kristian Sarkies calmly slotted home a penalty after David Williams had his shirt pulled in the box in a goal scoring opportunity. 
Nikita Rukavytsya nearly doubled the lead in the 41st minute when his deft control in the box allowed him to unleash a stinging shot to the near post, but again Saavedra was on hand to make another crucial 
save. 
After the half-time break, the Qantas Under 23's continued to push forward and had the bulk of possession and scoring opportunities. Had it not been for the goalkeeping heroics of Gregory Saavedra, who 
made a number of saves and interceptions, the Qantas Under 23's could have extended their lead on a number of occasions. 
Just after the hour mark, Neil Kilkenny put Michael Zullo through but Saavedra was quick off his line and cleared the ball from Zullo's feet outside the area. 
Chile's patience paid off midway through the second half when Felipe Seymour finished off a one-on-one opportunity against the Qantas Under 23's goalkeeper, Chris O'Connor, shooting low and hard to the 
bottom left corner of the goal. 
After the match Graham Arnold was again pleased with the performance of his players. 
"Our players again performed well up against very good opposition tonight," said Arnold. "The purpose of this camp was for me to make critical selection decisions and also to prepare the players for the 
Beijing Olympic Games. Based on that, this camp has been extremely successful, we have been very well looked after by eveyone here in Darwin and the effort of all the boys could not be faulted. Now my 
coaching staff and | have a very difficult task in selecting the final squad that will go to the Olympic Games," concluded Arnold. 
The Qantas Under 23's will take time out from their training camp in Darwin and will conduct a football coaching clinic tomorrow afternoon with Northern Territory junior football players before heading home 
on Tuesday. 
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Date & Time 


12th. July 2008, 


GK 


Fosition | Name 


Tando Velaphi 


Venue 
North Sydney Oval, North Sydney, Australia 


Australia U-23..3 v. New 


Weather 


Zealand U-23..2 


half time, Australia U-23..2 v. New Zealand U-23..1 


Goal 
‘minute, 


Time of 


substitution 
START LIST 


Red Card 


[ne [rotor] nom 
‘minute, 


GK___|Jacob Spoonley 


Temperature Atte: 


Red Card 


ndance 


2312 


Time of 
substitution 


DF 


Jade North 


(over age) 


lan Hogg 


DF 
DF 


Mark Milligan (c ) 
Nikolai Topor-Stanley 


Michael Boxall 


DF 


Matthew Spiranovic 


DF 


Stuart Musialik 


Trent McClenahan 


Kristian Sarkies 


38 


14 


Samuel "Sam" Jenkins 


James Troisi 


oo 
w& 


Jeremy Brockie 


Ruben Zadkovich 


Daniel Ellensohn 


Nikita Rukavytsya 


Adrian Leijer 


Samuel "Sam" Messam 


2) 
w& 


oo 
ND 


Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 


2) 
Ss 


Matthew Simon 


oo 
© 


8 FW 


10 FW 
20 DF 


Mark Bridge 
Chris O'Connor 
Archibald "Archie" Thompson 


over age, 


Nigel Boogaard 


a 
o& 


21 MF James Holland 
22 MF Leigh Broxham 
Graham Arnold 
Team Manager 
Referee Srebre Delovski 
Assistant Referee 1 |Alex Glasgow 
Assistant Referee 2 |Murray Wilson 


CI PIRIES 
/O/N]O 


13 MF i 


Stu Jacobs 


Team Manager 


match report from the FFA 

A double from captain Mark Milligan has given the Qantas Under 23's a 3-2 win over New Zealand in an entertaining match at North Sydney Oval on Saturday. 

In the teams' final hit-out before heading for a three-week tour around Asia leading up to the Olympics in August, Milligan scored a goal in each half, including the winner in the 78th minute. Kristian Sarkies 
scored the other goal for Australia, while former Sydney FC striker Jeremy Brockie scored both goals for New Zealand. 

Australia dominated for much of the match and probably should have won by a bigger margin, but coach Graham Arnold was happy that the team created the chances they did and were able to get the win 
in the end. 
The match almost got off to a sensational start, when Ruben Zadkovich almost had Australia in front after just 31 seconds; his lunging effort to meet a low cross going over the bar. 

The match settled down after that and it was Brockie that started to impose himself on the game with two chances; the first saved by Velaphi after 17 minutes and the second a snap shot that went just wide 
in the 21st minute. 
Perth Glory's Nikita Rukavytsya saw his effort a minute later cleared off the line by Michael Boxall, as the chances started to come for both sides. 

The breakthrough came in the 26th minute and it was Milligan, who like he does so often powered a header into the top corner from a Sarkies corner kick. 

The celebrations though were short-lived, as Brockie looped a header over Tando Velaphi from a free kick. 

However, Sarkies was able to restore Australia's lead when he brilliantly smashed home a volley in the 38th minute, after New Zealand had only half cleared a flicked on header. 

Brockie though was building in confidence and seven minutes after the break, he picked up a loose ball 25 yards out; went past Matt Spiranovic and then around Velaphi and from an angle placed his shot 
into the empty net. 
The introduction of Mark Bridge with a little over 20 minutes remaining saw Australia lift the tempo and Sarkies went close with a header, while Rukavytsya went over the bar with a shot from the edge of the 
area. 
Milligan broke the deadlock with twelve minutes remaining, picking up the ball eight yards out after a dangerous free kick by Sarkies; rounding one defender and slotting home. 

Sarkies was denied a late goal, when he hit another volley from ten yards, this time his effort was tipped over the bar. 

Speaking after the match, Qantas Under 23's head coach Graham Arnold was happy with the result but was realistic about the areas his team needed to work on. 

"We have been working a lot on our combination play and | was very pleased with our performance in stages," he said. "If anything | was a little disappointed that we didn't get on the end of things. We should 
be able to kill those games off earlier. At the moment I'd say that we are around 75% fitness levels and over the next three and half weeks we want to increase that by another 20-25% to peak in China. We 
do need to work on our defence. The first goal came from a set move so we need to improve on that. But overall we played some good football and now we are looking towards the opening match of the 
Olympic Games against Serbia on the 7th of August," concluded Arnold. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
20th. July 2008, Changchun City Stadium, Changchun, China Warm and humid 10000 


People's Republic of China U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, People's Republic of China U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Goal 


Position (minute) . Position (minute) 


substitution 


Qiu Shengjong Tando Velaphi 


Li Weifeng DF _ |Adrian Leijer 


(over age) 


Feng Xiaoting DF Mark Milligan (c 


Nikolai Topor-Stanle; 


Yuan Weiwei DF Matthew Spiranovic 


Hao Junmin DF Trent McClenahan 


Zhou Haibin MF Kristian Sarkies 


23 MF 
over age) 


IF 
IF 

[| 5927 MF [Neil Kilkenn 
Ww 


‘over age) 


James Holland 


Nikita Rukavytsya 


Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 


Chris O'Connor 


Jade North 


(over age) 


Archibald "Archie" Thompson 


(over age) 


Lu Jianjun 


Chen Tao 


Dai Lin 


20 DF 
22 GK__|Liu Zhenii Lea cS eee) Ree (TE ere) ete aedae ee) 


Team Coach Ratomir Dujkovic Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager Team Manager 


Tao Rancheng (People's Republic of China) fp 


Assistant Referee 1 |Ma Guoxin (People's Republic of China) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Shi Zhenlu (People's Republic of China) 


match report from the FFA 

The Qantas Under 23's have gone down to China PR Ynder 23's 0-1 in Changchun, China, in the first of three pre-Olympic Games warm up matches for the Australian Olympic team. 

A second half goal to Chinese substitute Zhao Xuri was the difference between the two teams. 

Xuri found himself unmarked on the penalty spot in the 78th minute when he received the ball following a goal mouth scramble. Xuri was able to place his shot neatly inside the post, giving Qantas Under 23's 
goalkeeper Tando Velaphi little chance of saving. 


The match began in warm and humid conditions with China having the early advantage. Chinese striker Han Peng having the host's first attempt on goal in the 18th minute, but his shot flew over the crossbar. 


The Qantas Under 23's defence led by Mark Milligan defused much of the early pressure and came back into the game midway through the half to take the upper-hand. A number of free-kicks for the Qantas 
Under 23's around the China penalty box created many problems. 

But just before half-time, a Qantas Under 23's defensive error was pounced on by Zhou Haibin who laid off a pass to Gao Lin in the box who went up against Tando Velaphi. Lin's ensuing shot was well-saved 
by Velaphi, who got down well and pushed the ball wide of the post to send the teams into the break scoreless. 

The second half began with China having an early chance with a free-kick just outside the box in the middle of the field. With every Qantas Under 23's player behind the ball, China captain Zheng Zhi hit his 
shot narrowly over the crossbar. 

Both teams then traded scoring opportunities with Ruben Zadkovich coming the closest for the Qantas Under 23's in the 54th minute with a header at the far post which was well saved by Qiu Shangjong in 
the China goal. 
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China responded well with a break down the right which resulted in a well placed cross. The Qantas Under 23's tried to clear, but the ball landed at the feet of Zhao Xuri who made no mistake with his effort. 
China could have doubled their lead shortly after when Dong Fangzhou beat three defenders at the edge of the box but was expertly denied by some fine goalkeeping by Tando Velaphi. 

Mark Bridge came the closest to equalising just before full-time with a stinging shot from the edge of the box which brought a save out of Qiu Shengjong to ensure that the host nation took the win. 
Following the match, Qantas Under 23's head coach Graham Arnold was disappointed with the final result, but happy with the commitment of his players. 

"You never like to lose a match, but there were plenty of positives for us and also plenty of things to work on in the lead up to the Olympics. Of course we can play much better, but we have done some 
pretty heaving travelling to get to this game and as a result fatigue may have been a factor. The purpose of these matches was to get acclimatised to the conditions that we are likely to face in Shanghai for 
our opening match. As host nation, China has had a good preparation leading into the match and | expect them to go well in the tournament. | didn't start a few players, Jade North and Archie Thompson 
included, to ensure that they are fresh for the whole campaign. We expect both Jade and Archie to start against Japan on Thursday,” concluded Arnold. 

The only injury concern for the Qantas Under 23's occurred midway through the first half wnen Matthew Spiranovic received a mild concussion in a challenge. Spiranovic was substituted at half time as a 
precautionary measure and the team medical staff will monitor his condition. 
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24th. July 2008, 19.00 


Kaito Yamamoto 


Venue 
Home's Stadium, Kobe, Japan 


Japan U-23..2 v. Aus' 
half time, Japan U-23..1 v. 


Weather 


tralia U-23..1 
Australia U-23..1 


Adam Federici 


Attendance 
17185 


Temperature 


Time of 
Red Card substitution 


Maya Yoshida 


Jade North 


Hiroki Mizumoto (c) 


Nikolai Topor-Stanley 


Takuya Honda 


Matthew Spiranovic 


Stuart Musialik 


Trent McClenahan 


Keisuke Honda 


Kristian Sarkies 


Shinji Kagawa 


Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 


Takayuki Morimoto 


(over age) 


Archibald "Archie" Thompson 


Tadanari Lee 


Nikita Rukavytsya 


Michihiro Yasuda 


Neil Kilkenny 


Shinji Okazaki 


James Troisi 


Yohei Toyoda 


Hiroyuki Tanig juchi 


Masato Morishige 


James Holland 


Leigh Broxham 


Yasuharu Sorimachi 


Team Manager 


Nigel Boogaard 


Graham Arnold 


Team Manager 
Referee | 
Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from SBS 


The Olyroos have narrowly been defeated 2-1 by the Japanese Under-23 national team in Kobe. With the match looking destined to end in a 1-1 draw, a deflected goal from substitute Shinji Okazaki in the 


89th minute gave the home team the victory. 


As stated in the lead-up to the match, Olyroos coach Graham Arnold included over-age players Jade North and Archie Thompson in his starting line-up along with goalkeeper Adam Federici who made his 
debut for the side. Arnold also gave starts to striker Nikita Rukavytsya and midfielders Stuart Musialik and Billy Celeski, resting Adrian Leijer, James Troisi, Neil Kilkenny, Mark Bridge, Ruban Zadkovich 
and Tando Velaphi who were all in the starting eleven for the match against China last Sunday. 


After an even opening half-hour, the Olyroos took the lead in the 34th minute when Rukavytsya took on defenders and was ab! 


Thompson received the ball at speed and took the ball into the box to calmly slide his shot underneath the advancing Japanese goalkeeper Kaito Yamamoto. 


Japan equalised in the 41st minute through Shinji Kagawa who was able to get on the end of a move that started when Atsuto 


le to slip a square ball to an unmarked Thompson in the middle of the field. 


Uchida put a through ball into the penalty area, which was expertly dummied 


by Tadanari Lee on the edge of the box. Takayuki Morimoto picked up the pass and then played a short ball to Kagawa, who was level with the penalty spot. Kagawa pushed his shot to the corner of the 


goal past a diving Federici. 


Kristian Sarkies came close to giving the Olyroos the lead soon after the start of the second half when he was targeted by a Billy Celeski cross from deep on the right. 


which drew a fine reflex save from Kaito Yamamoto. 


Both teams traded opportunities throughout the second half but none caused too many problems for either goalkeeper. As the 


the style and tempo of play in the final quarter of the match. 


Sarkies flicked the ball to the near post 


half progressed, both coaches made numerous substitutions which changed 


Late in the match, the Olyroos conceded a foul on halfway, with the resultant free-kick quickly taken by Japan down the left side of the field. Michihiro Yasuda found himself in the corner unable to cross and 
played a ball back to Hiroyuki Taniguchi. Taniguchi then launched a speculative cross to the far post through a crowded penalty box. Shinji Okazaki deflected the bal 


then hitting the inside of the post and rebounding into the goal for the winner. 


Following the match Arnold was proud of the performance of his players but again disappointed with the final scoreline. 
"A couple of lapses in concentration cost us the game tonight, but I'd prefer that errors like these occur during these friendly matches and we learn from them rather than during the Olympics where these 
types of mistakes will have more severe consequences," he said. "Making five changes late in the game disrupts the shape of the team. But at this stage it's crucial that we have eighteen match fit players 
for the Olympics. We are still building and the performance was very promising when you consider we had a new central defensive partnership and strike force." 

"The biggest positives to come out of the match are the performances of Archie Thompson and Jade North. Archie showed everyone the quality of player that he real 
effort he put in and the eighty minutes of football in tough humid conditions will help boost his match fitness going into the Olympic Games. | was also very happy with the combination that Archie had formed 


with Nikita up front. They looked very dangerous." 
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past an unsighted Federici, with the ball 


ly is. His goal was a just reward for the 


"Jade North also showed great leadership at the back and I'm happy with the way that he has fitted in with the team and our style of football. His experience will be the key to our performance at the Olympics 
and I'm very comfortable with that fact." 

"Japan are a very fit team and all their players are in the middle of their domestic competitions. It was the type of hit out we needed in these hot conditions." 

"Now we head off for a week in South Korea to continue our acclimatisation process and tournament preparations. We are still fourteen days away from our opening match against Serbia and that is still our 
focus," concluded Arnold. 

The Olyroos will travel to the Korea Republic on Friday to continue their pre-Olympic Games Training camp and will face the Korea Republic Under-23 national team at the Seoul World Cup Stadium on 
Thursday. 


Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
31st. July 2008, 20.00 Seoul World Cup Stadium, Seoul, Korea Republic 20533 

Korea Republic U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 

half time, Korea Republic U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


‘minute, substitution ‘minute, Card substitution 
START LIST 
Song You-Gual Song GK Adam Federici 


Kim Chang-Soo Adrian Leijer 


DF |KimKunHoan | 


Kim Dong-Jin Matthew Spiranovic 
Ki Sung-Yueng Stuart Musialik 
Baek Ji-Hoon Kristian Sarkies 
Kim Jung-Woo Ruben Zadkovich 


Park Chu-Young ee es eer Mark Bridge 
Shin Young-Rok PT 14 FW _[ Nikita Rukavytsya 


GK Jung Sung-Ryong 27 MF Neil Kilkenny 

DF Shin Kwang-Hoon 1 MF Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 

DF ___[Kang Min-Soo 
| 11 | MF |JamesTroisi_ 


7 
9 
11 MF 
Lee Keun-Ho 18 GK Tando Velaphi 
MF Oh Jang-Eun 21 MF James Holland 
22 MF Leigh Broxham 


Sung-Wha Park Team Coach Graham Arnold 

Team Manager Team Manager 

Keni Ogiya (Japan) aes ae 

[Assistant Referee 1 | Takahashi Yoshihisa (Japan) 

Okano Takahiro (Japan) 

match report from SBS 

The Olyroos arrive in Beijing on Friday and officially take up the title of the Men's Football Section of the Australian Olympic Team in the countdown to the start of the XXIX Olympiad. 

On Thursday night they were defeated in their final training match prior to the Games against Korea Republic, losing 1-0 in front of a crowd of 20,533 on a balmy Seoul evening. 

A well-taken shot from Korean striker Young-Rok Shin in the 24th minute was all that separated the two teams. 

Olyroos head coach Graham Arnold chose to rest two of the over-age players, Jade North and Archie Thompson, to ensure that they did not get injured prior to the opening match of the Olympic Games 
when Australia meets Serbia in Shanghai next Thursday. 

The third over-age player, David Carney, started his first match of the campaign at left midfield and Nikita Rukavytsya partnered Mark Bridge up front. Adrian Leijer joined Matthew Spiranovic in the centre 
of defence and Ruben Zadkovich moved to right-back. 

The Socceroos came close to scoring in the opening minute of the match when Nikolai Topor-Stanley played a through ball to Bridge. Bridge then crossed to Rukavytsya whose resulting shot was well saved 
by You-Gual Song in the Korea Republic goal. 

Both teams traded opportunities in the opening exchanges and Korea came close in the 20th minute after some fine passing play between Chung-Yong Lee and Chu-Young Park inside the box. Lee's final 
shot causing problems for Adam Federici in the Olyroos goal who was just able to push the ball wide for a corner. 

Korea were rewarded for their efforts in the 24th minute after the Olyroos turned over possession cheaply in their defensive half. Young-Rok Shin found himself with the ball inside the box and was able to 
place his right-footed shot inside the far post past a diving Federici. 

Zadkovich came close to equalising from the restart following a break down the right. Zadkovich's powerful shot to the near post was well parried out by the Korean goalkeeper You-Gual Song. 

Korea continued to apply pressure to the Olyroos defence and at times pierced through. Sung-Yueng Ki had a great opportunity to extend his team's lead in the 37th minute but his shot narrowly went over 
the crossbar. 


10 MF 5 MF 
over age) 
4 
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The Olyroos had their best chance to equalise a minute later when Bridge played Carney in down the left sideline. Carney's cross found Rukavytsya unmarked in front of goal, but unfortunately the striker 
was unable to get his body in position to effect a shot and the home team kept the lead into the break. 

Both teams made changes at half-time with Neil Kilkenny coming on for Mark Milligan, whilst Korea switched goalkeeper Song You-Gual for Sung-Ryong Jung and defender Kun-Hoan Kim was replaced by 
Min-Soo Kang. 
The second stanza saw the Olyroos take the game to their hosts and had the better of the play in the early stages of the half. 

Close to the hour Sung-Yueng Ki had a break-away opportunity for Korea, but Federici had his measure in the one-on-one situation touching the midfielder's shot over the bar. From the resulting corner 
Korean defender Dong-Jin Kim got a free header in the box, but could not find the target to add to his team's lead. 

Rukavytsya was unlucky not to get on the score sheet in the 68th minute after Topor-Stanley set him up in the six-yard box. Rukavytsya beat substitute goal keeper Sung-Ryong Jung with a well-struck shot 
only to see his attempt ricochet off the post and out for a goal-kick. 

The Olyroos continued to fight for an equaliser late in the game, pushing players forward and creating chances. Substitutes James Troisi and Matt Simon launching several stinging shots which were well 
saved by Jung in the Korean goal. 
As regulation time was running out, Korea had a final opportunity to double their lead when Sung-Yeung Ki broke from half-way. Ki beat Federici in a one-on-one situation only to see his shot sensationally 
cleared off the line by Zadkovich. 
Arnold was philosophical about his team's performance. 

"Goals determine the outcome of games. We didn't put away our chances tonight and we also got punished for turning over possession," he said. "Some of our players now realise the difference in tempo 
between the A-League and international level football. At this level you can't afford to make errors, not finish your opportunities and still expect to get results. The positives to come out of tonight, and after 
all the games we have played in Asia, are that we have acclimatised well, our fitness levels are higher than they have ever been and all our players are injury-free leading into the Olympic Games. In fact 
tonight we easily matched the Koreans in terms of fitness especially late in the match." 

"We have a week until our first game against Serbia in Shanghai and now we can purely focus on fine tuning our tactics for that match," concluded Arnold. 

The Olyroos will be part of the Athletes Village in Beijing for two days before heading to Shanghai on Sunday to prepare for their opening match of the 2008 Olympic Games against Serbia on Thursday 
7th August. 
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Olympic Games Finals, Group A 
Venue Weather 
Shanghai Stadium, Shanghai, China 36184 
Serbia U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Serbia U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Goal Yellow Time of 


Rostion (minute) Card é POsHIon (minute) substitution 


| 1 | ok | Viadimir Stojkovié (c ) 
‘over age) 


3 DF Aleksandar Kolarov Mark Milligan (c ) 
5 DF Slobodan Rajkovié Matthew Spiranovic 
12 DF DuSan Tadié Nikolai Topor-Stanle' 


16 DF Trent McClenahan 
7 Stuart Musialik 


| 7 | MF [Milan Smiljanié 
(over age) 


13 MF Ruben Zadkovich 


over age) 
9 FW 


Dorde Rakié 56 17 FW Nikita Rukavytsya 


Miljan Mrdakovié 
(over age) 

Gojko Kaéar Kristian Sarkies 
Aleksandar Zivkovié Mark Bridge 


(over age) 
Tando Velaphi 


6 MF Predrag Pavlovic 
11 DF 


18 GK 
19 FW Andrija Kaluderovié 27 MF Neil Kilkenn 
Miroslav Dukié Graham Arnold 
Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Jerome Damon (Republic of South Africa) 


Assistant Referee 1 |Enock Molefe (Republic of South Africa) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Celestin Ntagungira (Rwanda) 


Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 


match report from the FFA 

The Australian Men's Olympic Football team have begun their 2008 Beijing Olympic Games tournament with a hard-fought 1-1 draw with Serbia in Shanghail tonight. 

After a scoreless first half, Australian midfielder Ruben Zadkovich opened the scoring in the 69th minute when he found himself unmarked at the far post and at the end of a David Carney cross. Zadkovich 
was able to slip his shot into the net from a very acute angle. 

Serbia equalised in the 78th minute through Slobadan Rajkovic who headed home a corner from within the six-yard box. 

Both teams worked hard for the winning goal but in the end had to settle for a point each. 

The first half saw Serbia create the better openings particularly through Zoran Tosic, whose long range shooting almost had his side in the lead several times. 

After a slow start by both sides, it was Tosic with the first chance after thirteen minutes, his shot from just inside the penalty box, blocked away by Nikolai Topor-Stanley. 

The first real bit of excitement for Australia didn't arrive until 23 minutes, when Melbourne Victory's Archie Thompson cut inside on the right edge of the box, but he was well tackled and the chance was gone. 
Tosic was proving the main danger and was inches away from giving his side the lead in the 37th minute, when he hit a superb 25 metre first time shot from an Australian clearance; the ball striking the 
underside of the bar and bouncing out. 
Australia's first chance on goal came two minutes later, when Matt Spiranovic went on a mini solo run, which saw him beat two defenders and shoot from 20 metres, but the shot went straight to the keeper. 
Thompson went close with a header from a Carney corner in the 44th minute and then Olyroo keeper Adam Federici produced a good low save to deny yet another long range Tosic strike. 

The second half opened with a little more adventure, Tosic again getting in another long range shot which was blocked and saved by Federici. 

Serbia then enjoyed a dominant period which saw them attack the Australian defence with some delightful play, with another Tosic shot deflected wide after 61 minutes, while five minutes later Ljubomir Fejsa 
sliced a shot wide when in a great position. 
But as so often happens in football, a goal came against the run of play and it was Australia that opened the scoring. Carney sliced through three defenders on the edge of the box and his cross got past 
Vladimir Stojkovic and Zadkovich was on hand to put his shot home from a narrow angle at the far post. 

Federici then prevented an equaliser just two minutes later, keeping out Aleksandar Koralov's 20 metre free kick, with a diving save to his right. 

Australia almost doubled their lead in the 74th minute, when substitute Billy Celeski struck a shot that took a slight deflection, which saw it strike the far post and bounce back into play. 

Serbia though was not to be denied and a superb header by Rajkovic at the near post drew the scores level, with a little over ten minutes remaining. 
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Olympic Games Finals, Group A 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
10th. August 2008, 19.00 Shanghai Stadium, Shanghai, China Hot and humid 38182 


Argentina U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Argentina U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


ae Yellow ae Goal Yellow 
Position : . Position 7 
(minute) 


Time of 
substitution 


Oscar Alfredo Ustari 


Ezequiel Marcelo Garay Gonzalez Jade North 
(over age) 


Federico Julian Fazio Neil Kilkenn 
Fernando Rubén Gago Stuart Musialik 


Juan Roman Riquelme (c ) roti walkie 


Javier Alejandro Mascherano MF Ruben Zadkovich 


Lionel Andrés Messi James Troisi 


Luciano Fabian Monzon Mark Milligan (c ) 
Pablo Javier Zabaleta Girod Matthew Spiranovic 


FW Ezequiel Ivan Lavezzi Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 


Archibald "Archie" Thompson 


(over age) 


FW Sergio Leonel Agtiero Del Castillo 


FW _ |Angel Fabian Di Maria Hernandez Trent McClenahan 


MF José Ernesto Sosa Kristian Sarkies 


FW Lautaro German Acosta FW ___|Mark Bridge 


Ever Maximiliano David Banega Tando Velaphi 


18 GK 
Nicolds “Nico” Martin Pareja 


Sergio Daniel Batista Graham Arnold 


Team Manager Team Manager 


Referee Viktor Kassai (Hungary) 


Assistant Referee 1 |Gabor Eros (Hungary 


8 MF 
18 GK Sergio German Romero 6 DF Nikolai Topor-Stanle' 


Assistant Referee 2 | Tibor Vamos (Hungary) 


match report from the FFA 

The Australian Men's Olympic Football team will have to win its last group game against Céte d'Ivoire to advance to the quarter finals, after going down gallantly to the tournament favourites Argentina 1-0 at 
the Shanghai Stadium. 

A 77th minute strike from Ezequiel Lavezzi gave Argentina a deserved win, although they had to fight hard for it against an Australian side that battled manfully throughout in the steamy conditions. 
Argentina was the dominant team throughout, with Australia forced to defend for long periods; Olyroo keeper Adam Federici kept busy as Lionel Messi and Juan Riquelme in particular, had numerous 
attempts on goal. 

Olyroos coach Graham Arnold made three changes to the starting eleven, dropping fullbacks Trent McClenahan and Nikolai Topor-Stanley, plus Nikita Rukavytsya, with Neil Kilkenny, Billy Celeski and 
James Troisi all coming in to bolster the midfield. 

After a nervous start by Federici, where he made a hash of a clearance, he more than redeemed himself with some splendid saves shortly afterwards. 

Messi missed a chance after seven minutes, shooting over the bar and was then denied by Federici at the near post a further seven minutes in. 

Minutes later, Riquelme was thankfully wide with a free kick from inside the penalty box, after the referee deemed Federici held onto the ball for longer than six seconds. 

Australia's first shot in anger came after 18 minutes, with Stuart Musialik going high and wide and five minutes later Billy Celeski made a great run into the penalty area only to see his shot blocked away for 
a corner. 

Federici was again in the action after 29 minutes, saving a Riquelme shot from the edge of the area. 

After a quiet period, Australia then had a great chance to take the lead with six minutes remaining before half time, when James Troisi played a great ball in behind the defence for Thompson, but the 
Melbourne Victory striker pulled his left foot shot across the face of goal. 

Messi and Riquelme then combined to set up the Barcelona striker right on half time, but he pulled his shot fractionally wide of the post. 

Argentina came out strongly in the second half and had three opportunities in the opening minutes, with a Luciano Monzon shot deflecting wide; Federici saving a Riquelme shot and then Javier Mascherano 
blasting into the side-netting. 

Argentina continued to dominate possession and the chances, but Australia survived and had a few moments of their own, none better than presented to Nikita Rukavytsya, just moments after coming on 
for Thompson in the 72nd minute. Played in behind the defence by Neil Kilkenny, his fierce shot on the angle went into the side-netting. 
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Five minutes later the goal that Argentina's play had deserved arrived after a quick counter. Riquelme's incisive run had the Australian defence stretched, the ball played out to Angel Di Maria on the left and 
his first cross to the back post found Lavezzi, who placed his shot back across Federici. 

Two minutes later Rukavytsya had a half chance to equalise, when he received a good ball from Mark Milligan on the edge of the box, but his shot was comfortably saved down low by Oscar Ustari. 

But that was the end of any chances for an Australian equaliser, with Argentina closing the game down and almost doubling their lead through Riquelme, whose blistering shot going just wide of Federici's 
post. 

The win for Argentina guaranteed their place in the quarter finals. 
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13th. August 2008, 19.45 


Position 


Olympic Sports Centre Stadium, Tianjin, China 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 


Olympic Games Finals, Group A 
Venue Weather 


Cote d'Ivorie U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, C 6te d'Ilvorie U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Position 


Temperature 


Goal Yellow 
(minute) 


Attendance 
50437 


Time of 
substitution 


Ousmane Viera Diarrassouba 


Mark Milligan (c ) 


D Souleymane "Sol" Bamba 


Vincent Atchouailou de Paul 

Angban 

Serges Pascal Wawa Sfondo 
| 5 | FC 


Brou Benjamin Angoua 


Matthew Spiranovic 


Adam Federici 
DF Jade North 
(over age) 
| 72, | DF 


Trent McClenahan 


Salomon Armand Magloire Kalou 


Franck Dja Djédje 


Gervais "Gervinho" Yao Kouassi 


1 GK 
2 DF 
3 DF 
4 IF 
5 DF 
2 DF Mamadou Bagayoko 
10 MF Kouamatien Emmanuel Koné 
8 FW 
9 FW 
14 FW 
18 FW 


| 18 | FW [SekouCissé 


Kristian Sarkies 
Blagoja "Billy" Celeski 
Mark Bridge 


1 GK 

2 

4 DF 

5 DF 

12 DF 

8 MF Stuart Musialik 
11 MF David Carney 

(over age) 

15 MF 
16 MF 

9 Fw 
17 


Nikita Rukavytsya 


15 DF Mekeme Tamla Ladji 


Tando Velaphi 
Adrian Leijer 


16 GK Christian Fabrice Okoua 


Ruben Zadkovich 


17 MF Jean-Etienne Antoine N'Gossan 
Team Coach Gérard Gili 


Neil Kilkenny 
Graham Arnold 


Team Manager 


| Team Manager 


Referee Jair Marrufo (USA) 


Assistant Referee 2 |Ricardo Morgan (Jamaica) 
Abraham Gneki Guié is also shown as Abraham Guié Guié. 


match report from the FFA 


The Australian Men's Olympic Football team's 2008 Olympic Games campaign has come to an end 


tonight. 


A goal to Salomon Kalou in the 81st minute was enough for Céte d'Ivoire to progress to the quarter final stage where they will now face Nigeria. 


Going into the match, Australia were without the services of Archie Thompson due to a foot injury he 


player. 


David Carney seemed to have put Australia ahead in the 19th minute when his shot from inside the 


important clearance off the goal-line. 


following their 0-1 loss to Céte d'Ivoire in their final group match of the Football tournament in Tianjin 


sustained against Argentina and as a result, Matt Simon was drafted into the squad as a replacement 


box beat Ivorian goal keeper Vincent Angban, but defender Viera Diarrassouba was on hand to make an 


Cte d'Ivoire came back into the game midway through the half and around the half-hour mark Ivorian captain Gervinho and striker Salomon Kalou had great opportunities to take the lead, but couldn't find 


the net. 


After a scoreless first half, Kristian Sarkies came close to breaking the deadlock in the 53rd minute with a well-taken dipping free-kick which was pushed around the post by Vincent Angban. 


Just after the hour mark Ivorian defender Brou Angoua had a long range shot which Australian goal 


eeper Adam Federici tipped over the bar with a fine athletic save. 


Knowing that his team needed a win and with time ticking down, Australia coach Graham Arnold replaced striker Nikita Rukavytsya with Matt Simon to give his team a different attacking option. 


But it was the lvorians who broke the deadlock in the 81st minute when Gervinho made a short solo run at the Australian defence and then slid a pass through to an unmarked Salomon Kalou standing 


outside the middle of the penalty box. Kalou placed his right footed shot into the top right corner giving Adam Federici no chance of saving. 
Australia didn't give up hope and continued to push for goal, but the Ivorians held on for the win and their first appearance in the quarter finals of the Olympic Games Football Tournament. 
In the other Group A match, Argentina defeated Serbia 2-0 in Shanghai. Argentina will now face the Netherlands and Céte d'Ivoire will meet fellow Africans Nigeria in the quarter finals on Saturday 16th August. 
The Australian players will now leave China to join their respective club teams and the start of their domestic football leagues. 
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